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The Challenge Of Learning The Chinese Language

By John Davison

Chinese is a language, or a group of languages, spoken by 1.3 billion people worldwide. If you

believe Chinese to be one language, rather than a grouping, it is the single most commonly spoken
language on the planet. It is spoken in countries like China, Taiwan Singapore, and Malaysia. If you
are interested in learning Chinese, it can be intimidating and challenging. But learning Chinese can
also be rewarding, and knowing it can have benefits for your career, and help to improve your travels
to Asia.

If you decide to learn the Chinese language, there a number of ways you can go about doing so. As a
college student, you can study Mandarin Chinese and earn a degree in it. Earning a college degree in
Chinese will provide you with a solid knowledge of formal, or Mandarin, Chinese. You will also be
proficient in reading and writing the alphabet, which is a standard alphabet throughout the
Chinese−speaking world. If you are established in your career, and find it necessary to learn Chinese
for business dealings and /or business−associated travel, you can enroll in an accelerated Chinese
language course online, or by purchasing audiotapes that teach quick techniques, which will help you
to rapidly learn how to speak basic Mandarin Chinese. Learning to speak Chinese this way is
convenient if you need to learn it before an important business trip. There are several learning centers
that provide accelerated online programs in Chinese, and many lesson on tape available for purchase.

If you are a student majoring of minoring in Chinese, or if you are a tourist with a desire to travel to
Asia, an ideal way to learn the Chinese language is through participation in an immersion program. By
doing this, you will not only learn how to speak Chinese, but you will learn about and experience
Chinese culture. By studying Chinese in a city like Beijing, where the language is natively spoken, you
will become part of the life and culture, and you will find learning to speak the Chinese language is
much easier than you thought. Since it is a total immersion into the Chinese world, you will learn all
conversational and idiomatic styles of the language. You will interact everyday with people who are
native speakers of Chinese, and who can't or won't speak English with you. You will be taken on
guided tours of the famous landmarks, as well as the everyday places. You will grow to understand
and recognize the value of the ancient Chinese culture: the history, the art, the architecture, the food,
and the people. You will attend courses in which you will learn the complex Chinese alphabet, how to
read it, and how to write it as well. Learning the Chinese language by attending an immersion program
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is an ideal way to go.

If you are fluent in the Chinese language, not only could it help you if are established in a career, but it
could also open doors to new careers for you. For example, you could take a job as a foreign language
translator, where you would be responsible for translating websites, training documents, and other
important business documents, while helping to bridge the communication gap between two very
different cultures. You might also consider a career as a teacher if English as a second language. You
have the opportunity to relocate to a Chinese−speaking nation, and teach the English language to
Chinese students. Being fluent in Chinese will definitely make your relocation less stressful.

Learning how to speak, read, and write the Chinese language has many advantages. It gives you the
potential to enhance you career by working and/or traveling abroad, or you would have opportunities to
embark on new careers as a translator or a teacher. If you plan to travel to Asia, learning Chinese will

make your journeys less stressful and more enjoyable. Taking the time to learning the Chinese
language will open your eyes to a new and often misunderstood culture, and is an achievement that
can be personally and professionally fulfilling.

John is a director of numerous Internet companies and is a published author. Many articles have been
produced on a variety of subjects with excellent content and depth. All his articles may be reproduced
provided that an active link is included to

http://www.foreign−languages−school.com

It Cannot Hurt To Learn Chinese

By Hallidae Thomason

It today's day and age, many people are learning a second, third or even forth language. There are
probably many reasons to learn languages other than your own. Some people just love learning about
foreign cultures, and therefore they choose to study a foreign language to help them understand a
culture even further. Others learn a language such as Spanish or Chinese to help prepare them for a
career that they hope to have or for preparation to travel to a foreign land.

If you are thinking of starting to learn another language, regardless of your age or of other languages
you have learned, you should consider learning Chinese. There are many great reasons to learn
Chinese. One of the biggest reasons that I, as an artist, loved learning Chinese was because of how
artistic and beautiful to the eye the written Chinese language is. When I entered my first Chinese class
I could not get over how intriguing and wonderful it looked on the chalk board. In fact, as the weeks of
the class went on and I was getting frustrated by my lack of ability, it was the physical beauty of written
Chinese that kept me going.

Another great reason to start learning Chinese is that the nation and people of China are undoubtedly
rising up to be some of the world's most powerful people. Business, travel and trade are all increasing
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with China, so it will not hurt you to start learning Chinese. In fact, Chinese could very well become the
next world language and be used with the frequency of English. If you are ever considering
international business or trade, or if you just like to travel, then consider seriously how learning
Chinese could be of benefit to you.

There are many ways to actually start learning Chinese. You can purchase books at a local bookstore
that will give you the basics to start learning, or you can even buy video or dvd sets that will help you
learn. An even better way to learn Chinese, however, is to enroll in a Chinese class at a local college
or university. Getting in the classroom and being surrounded by other students might be the best way
to really learn the Chinese language. So take some time to research the opportunities for Chinese that
exist in your area. Or perhaps you have a Chinese friend that will agree to give you personal lessons.
Even better.

Realize that learning another language such as Chinese can be fun and is definitely valuable for
anyone. Start the process today and you won't be sorry.

Hallidae Thomason is a professor of the Chinese language at a univeristy near her home. She is
passionate about getting others to learn the second language that she loves. See

http://www.allchinese.info

for more.
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