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On December 15, the People's Republic of China commenced a series of press releases on "Uygur
Terrorism™ in which they "publicly" and for the "first time" identified Uygur organisations and individuals
that they claim to be terrorists.

The Uygur are a Turkic/Muslim ethnic group numbering some 7 million who live mainly in the
economically and strategically important north western border region known as Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region.

A Caucasian race and speaking the Turkic language the Uygur have long harbored sentiments of
independence and there were several isolated incidences of violence perpetrated in the 1990s by
individuals or small groups claiming to represent this cause. More realistically today the Uygur
generally seek nothing more than greater autonomy and cultural integrity within the PRC

The Chinese have repeatedly claimed that there existed several well organised and active "separatist/
terrorist” organisations whose objective were for the Uygur to gain independence from China and the
establishment of the state of East Turkestan.

They have attributed some 400 terrorist acts to these groups which they claim have resulted in 200
deaths and 400 injured to these groups since 1990.

On the basis of this "organised" and "ongoing" terrorist activity the PRC has very heavily cracked down
on any form of dissent, rights of association, free speech and religious freedom. Amnesty International,
among other groups and commentators, has claimed numerous incidence of unlawful detention, prison
sentences and even executions in the name of the "War on Terrorism".

It is also claimed, by some who are knowledgeable in the "Uygur Question”, that like some other states
in Central Asia and elsewhere, China have used the events of "9/11" and the subsequent "War on
Terrorism" to mask ongoing and premeditated attacks on this ethnic group. By bringing their policies
concerning the Uygur under the banner of The "War" they have been successful in achieving their
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objectives without international scrutiny, and further, in fact, the likes of the US have turned a "blind
eye" to these activities as a trade off for Chinese support.

Among the organisations listed in these series of press releases was the "East Turkestan Islamic
Movement" a little known group who had been listed in 2002 as an internationally recognised terrorist
organisation by the UN as a result of lobbying by China and supported by the United States.

The press releases claimed the leader of this so called terrorist group was one Hassan Mahsun an
Uygur living in exile who, it was further claimed, had strong ties to Al Qaida and had masterminded,
among other things, several bomb attacks within China. These claims had been refuted by Mahsun in
several prior interviews.

These were the events of December 15 2003.

On December 23 2003 it was reported by the BBC that Mahsun was Killed in October 2003 by
Pakistani soldiers in a raid on a suspected Al Qaida hideout in South Waziristan, Pakistan. It was
further reported that the Chinese Government were involved in making positive identification of the
body through DNA testing.

On the same day the Chinese newspaper Xinhua ran a similar story. Later that day Xinhua edited out
all links to the story claiming it had been withdrawn because of it's "sensitive nature”. (Yahoo News)
How then does the PRC release fairly significant press statements identifying the virtual "Bin Laden" of
Uygur terrorists groups when they supposedly actively participated in his bodies identification in
October? Why was the Xinhua article cut?

It would seem that these events give strong credence to the arguments that the PRC is waging a
calculated and pre—-meditated campaign against the Uygur. At the very least it raises some very serious
guestions.

How could this happen? Perhaps because the press release was written well in advance and set for
release at a particular opportune time?

Does the cutting of the Xinhua article prove that the PRC recognises it's fairly significant mistake?

Does the fact that this mistake was allowed to occur prove that the case for the existence of Uygur
terrorism argued by the PRC is not taken seriously enough, even by them, to the point that the death of
China's "Bin Laden" is of so little consequence?

These questions raise very serious doubts about the Chinese claims as to the existence of Uygur
terrorist groups and in doing so suggests that the Chinese "War on Terorism" is in fact a war on the
Uygur and their human rights.

It also casts serious doubts on the US's and other countries' foreign policy towards China ( and other
countries for that matter) in respect of human rights violations in the name of the "War on Terrorism".
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In pursuit of the objectives embodied in the "War on Terrorism™ are we "throwing the baby out with the
bath water"?

The author is an Australian who runs the uygurWORLD group of non profit websites concerning the
Uygur and Turkic peoples of Central Asia. He is also the publisher of "The Ugur Letter"

The Push to Learn Chinese in Our Schools
By David Snape

Recently, a trend has developed in high schools and communities around the United States. Many
people want to or are now learning the Chinese language. This could be a good turn of events, but it
can also be problematic. This is particularly so for those who know nothing about Chinese culture,
history and the state of affairs in China today.

In mainland China they no longer use the traditional Chinese characters that go hand in hand with
Chinese history. For some reason, the Chinese Communist Party decided to alter the Chinese
language and thereby change the vehicle for written communication.

Traditional Chinese characters evolved naturally over a period of time from pictographs or small
drawings. By contrast the simplified Chinese created by the Chinese Communist Party has watered
many of the traditional characters down to the point that they no longer are rooted in more ancient
traditions.

Here is an example. The traditional Chinese character for the word 'love' contains a picture of a heart
in it. This makes sense because love is closely associated to the heart. Not so in simplified Chinese.
There is no heart in the word 'love' in simplified Chinese. One may ponder how you can love without a
heart.

Just as this example shows, in many ways the Chinese Communist Party has removed the heart of the
entire language, distorting and altering it into a water downed version of its former self. In Taiwan,
however, they still use traditional characters.

So if your community or children's school is planning to teach Chinese, you may wish to ensure that
you are getting the traditional variety. It more fully encompasses the rich history of China and the
Chinese people. By contrast, those who teach our children simplified Chinese are from mainland
China and unfortunately, they will also be passing on the values and ideas of the Chinese Communist
Party. Whether they do so on purpose or automatically as a result of growing up in that environment,
the end result is the same. Only you can decide if you want the influence of the Chinese Communist
Party imparted to your children.

Be sure to insist that our children are taught traditional Chinese and not the simplified version. This
way the richness of traditional Chinese culture can be more fully enjoyed and appreciated. There will
be a more solid foundation to understand the more ancient Chinese traditions.
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Dave writes for All Things Pondered:
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