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Church Choir: A church within a church, made up of many of the church's finest leaders ... the most
likely place where a majority will bond together in friendship and unity, as they bond with the Lord.

In strengthening it's members, the entire church is strengthened. And, as they become one in heart,
soul, and purpose ... God has promised His Spirit indwelling.

The entire direction of a church can be changed through its' choir.

Dear Choir Members,

I want to write to you about the special abilities that the Holy Spirit gives to each of you, for I don't
want any misunderstanding about them.

You will remember that before you became choir members, you stayed at home during choir practice
(watching TV). Not one of you were singing a single note. But now you are a meeting people who claim
to sing messages from the Spirit of God. How can you know whether they are singing for God or
whether they are fakes? Here is the test: no one singing by the power of the Spirit of God can curse
Jesus, and no one can sing, "Jesus is Lord," and really mean it, unless the Holy Spirit is helping him.

Now God gives us many kinds of special abilities, but it is the same Holy Spirit who is the source of
them all. There are different kinds of service to God, but it is the same Lord we are serving. There are
many ways in which God works in our lives, but it is the same God who does the work in and through
all of us who are His. The Holy Spirit displays God's power through each of us as a means of helping
the entire choir.

To some the Spirit gives the ability to sing soprano; others may be especially good at second or alto,
and this is His gift from the same Spirit. To some He gives a special solo talent, and to others the
power to harmonize. He gives powers for singing tenor, and to others the power to sing bass. He gives
someone else the power to select and direct our music − that it is really the Spirit of God who is singing.
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Still another person is able to operate our sound system, while others are given the gift of playing
musical instruments. It is the same and only Holy Spirit who gives us all these gifts and powers,
deciding which each one of us should have.

The choir has many parts, but the many parts make up only one choir when they are all put together.
So it is with the "choir" of Christ. Each of us is part of the one choir of Christ. Some of us are sopranos
or seconds, some are altos, some are tenors and some are bass. But the Holy Spirit has fitted us all
together into one choir. We have been chosen into Christ's choir by the one Spirit, and have all been
given the same Holy Spirit.

Yes, the choir has many parts, not just one part. If the alto says, "I am not a part of the choir because I
am not a soloist," that does not make him any less a part of the choir. And what would you think if you

heard a youth say, "I am not a part of the choir because the choir loft is running out of room?" Would
that make him any less a part of the choir? Suppose the whole choir was a director, then who would
sing? Or if the whole choir just sang, who would play the instruments?
But that isn't the way God made us. He has many parts for the choir and has put each part just where
He wants it. What a strange thing it would be if it only had one part! So He has made many parts, but
still there is one choir.

The alto can never say to the soprano, "I don't need you." The choir can never say to the director, "I
don't need you." And some of the parts that seem weakest and least important are really the most
necessary. If one part suffers, all parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad.

Now here is what I'm trying to say: all of you together are one choir of Christ and each one of you is a
separate and necessary part of it.

Sincerely,
X
Paul

(Written by Paul, Chosen by God to be Jesus Christ's missionary, and from brother Sosthenes. To: All
Choir Members everywhere − whoever calls upon the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and theirs. I Co.
12, Living Bible, adapted for choir.)

© By Joyce C. Lock
http://my.homewithgod.com/blessingsandlessons/
http://www.aspecialplace.net/ChristianityMadeSimple/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HeavenlyInspirations−originalwritings/
http://our.homewithgod.com/heavenlyinspirations/heavenlyinspirations−intro.htm
This writing may be used in its entirety, with credits in tact,
for non−profit ministering purposes.

In addition to being a published author and poet, Joyce C. Lock created the religion column,
"Christianity Made Simple" for Peru Daily Tribune, continues to write inspirational articles for area
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newspapers, and shares further in online and e−mail ministries.

What's The Typical Job Description For A Minister Of Music?

By Rita Henry

According to the Occupational Outlook Handbook of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, "Musicians,
singers, and related workers are employed in a variety of settings. Of those who earn a wage or salary,
almost two−thirds were employed by religious organizations..." and "Most new wage and salary jobs for
musicians will arise in religious organizations." If you've decided to enter music ministry, then you've
chosen the best segment of the music industry in which to work, and not only financially. As a minister
of music, you'll have the tremendous satisfaction of fostering both the love of music and the love of
God in your work. But there's more than just playing music in the typical job description for a minister of
music.

Long gone are the days when the Minister of Music was the choir director, working on his or her own to
draw beautiful music from the voices of the congregation. Today's job description for minister of music
is as likely to include supervising a full team of music directors and leaders as it is to have you standing
before the choir yourself. More and more, the job description of a minister of music puts a high
premium on understanding the use of the newest technology in planning and presenting music as part
of worship services. As a member of the music ministry, you may direct choirs, sit on the planning
ministry to help steer worship goals and objectives, produce and direct lavish performances on a world
class scale. Your job duties may include any or all of the following:

−Direct church choirs of varying sizes and commitments from kindergarteners to professional singers
−Provide and schedule music for all church services −Select or help select the hymns for church
services −Prepare choirs and bands for competition −Offer special music classes to parishioners
−Arrange and direct special music retreats for choir, band and chorus members −Oversee other
musical staff such as directors of choirs, organists and other musicians, worship leaders and
accompanists

In some smaller churches, you may be the only music minister, and be responsible for developing and
directing all church music. In a larger church, there may be many music ministers all working together
under one director of music services.

If you're considering a career in the music ministry, you'll find that foremost under the job qualifications
in a job description for minister of music are a deep commitment to the faith and a call to the ministry.
Most churches require that you uphold the standards and beliefs of the religion as well as have
excellent musical and teaching skills.

If you are drawn to a career in music ministry, your path may begin as a part time choir director or paid
accompanist. As you demonstrate your abilities in leadership and music, you will find more and more
doors opening to you. A career in the music ministry is deeply and richly rewarding. If it's the path to
which you've been called, you'll find that there are many opportunities for you to share your love of
music with others who feel the same way that you do.
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Rita Henry is a contributing editor for Jobs In Music, the leading job and resource site for the Music
Industry. Interested in receiving only the hottest Music job listings weekly for free? To learn more visit
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