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The Dominican Republic The Real Truth

A carribean paradise or a haven for corruption.

White sandy shore lines and beautiful reasonably priced all−inclusive beach resorts.The Dominican
Republic can offer you the best vacation of your life.

If you plan to get outside of your hotel room a good tour guide can be worth the money.

For a retirement destination it can be risky because the economy is very unstable and the dollars yo yo
has left American products at about 10 times the their prices in the United States.When the dollar
started going up from about 19 to 1 to 57 to 1 you could see the merchants in the stores and
supermarkets raising there prices every five minutes. But when the dollar dropped from 57 back to 27
to 1 the stores owners didn't notice and just sat in there offices and forgot to lower the prices. The
Dominican people are close to starving to death because of the prices of food in the stores. Which also
equates to extremely high prices for a person vacationing in dollars or living in dollars in the Dominican
Republic. The tourist can get around the gastly prices by simply staying in an all−inclusive resourt. I had
a stomach ache after eating my favorite peanut butter and fried banana sandwhich and went to buy a
bottle of Pepto Bismol that cost $1.98 back home and I had to pay $15 dollars. That gives you an idea
of how prices are set.

For a bachelor looking for a girlfriend or wife, there is no place better. The Dominican Republic has
many available beautiful women. And I don't say beautiful lightly. The Dominican Republic holds the
crown for Miss Universe. Amelia Vega was crowned Miss Universe in 2003. To avoid the wrong girl
again the bachelor looking for that special girl needs that special tour guide who is also a professional
matchmaker. These beautiful girls are readily available but you have to know how and where to look
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for them. Again you have to have the right professional guide for the job. See the resource box listed
below.

Getting around . You will need the military version of the Humvee. I couldn't imagine any worse roads
in the world. You can go into the most exquisite areas in the Dominican Republic where their wealthy
live and you will find mud roads with deep holes in the roads. The wealthy have no respect for their
communities. Trash , Dominicans aren't happy if they don't have some trash in the street. Even in the
most exclusive areas.

The people. The nicest people in the world. They are kind, friendly and beautiful people. They seem to
love Americans.They have an American raised and educated President. He was born in the Dominican
Republic but raised and educated in New York.

Safety, In my opinion one of the safest countries on earth. Less violence against their own people and
tourists than most places you might want to vacation or retire.

Theft issues. They will steal your shirt off your back if your not looking. However, very little armed
robbery. Again it's a very safe country if you use common sense as to where you go.

Bank safety. The government seems to be more honorable than most countries. When A local banker
stole 2.5 billion dollars from a local bank the government stood behind the bank and paid back the
money, but in pesos. You wouldn't get your money back if a U.S or Western Country banker stole that
much money.

Corruption. The banker stole 2.5 billion and walked away as free as a bird. He is flying around in his
helicopters and cruising in one of his private yahts in the French Riviera right now. While the poor
people can't even buy a green banana to eat. Why? That's the Dominican system. If your going to
steal... steal big. You can walk away as free as a bird. Steal a Papaya and you could be gunned down
in the street. Both events actually happened in the Dominican Republic. Moral of the story. Steal 2.5
billion dallars and you walk. Steal a papaya and you can be shot dead. You can buy your way out of
anything in the Dominican Republic with 2.5 billion dollars. But if you don't have 100 pesos for the
papaya you could be in trouble.

Not to worry, the International Monitary Fund is repacing all of the money, no questions asked. They
swept the whole scandel under the rug and have committed to return all the stolen money. You decide
if the IMF is promoting corruption. The American Embassy screamed about the scandel. But the IMF is
standing behind there decision to replace the stolen money and they are not demanding that the
banker be held accountable for the crime.

But lets look at the over all picture. Would I recommend the Dominican Republic for retirement or a
vacation . You bet your life I would. I love it. I am a 56 year old bachelor and the young women think I
am Elvis Presley come back to life. Admittedly I have a stong resemblence and my name is Elvis and I
was born in Mississippi and I later lived in Menphis. However, if you bachelors don't know how and
where to look for the nice girls you can and will go home empty handed without your Miss Universe. I
couldn't possibly pick one wife out of all these beautiful women so I decicided to keep just keep them
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all for myself. But one day my vacation will come to an end and I will take my Miss Universe bride
home to live in Graceland. I'm coming home. The King. Elvis King. Since I can't write songs any more I
decided to write articles. Elvis.

Elvis King specializes in finding that special dream girl or girls for the lonely, older man. His one on one
Bachelor Dream Tours are becoming so popular that soon only the wealthiest will be able to go on the
Bachelor Dream Tour do to the waiting list and popular demand. Email him at
loverboybachelor@yahoo.com or join the group at http://www.msnusers.com/BachelorDreamTours.

Elvis King was born in Mississippi and grew up in Menphis, Tennesse. He is a retired actor and singer.
Not to be confused with the other Elvis. Elvis Presley.

Dominican Children In New York City Schools Face Two−edged Sword Of Difficulties

By Patricia Hawke

Residents of the Dominican Republic, especially the impoverished ones, have long viewed the United
States and especially New York City as a land of limitless wealth. All you have to do is live there for a
few years, and you too will be wealthy.

This erroneous vision was fostered in the 1980s with the crack epidemic centered in Washington
Heights, an area located north of New York City and predominantly populated by Dominican
immigrants. Thousands of dollars in cash were sent back to the families, who still lived in the
Dominican Republic.

Though the days of easy money have passed, the Dominican poor still believe that, if only family
member can reach the U.S. and remain for a few years, he or she could bring the entire family
remaining in the Dominican Republic out of poverty. Thus, the Dominican Republic is the largest
exporter of immigrants to the New York City schools. Dominican immigrants now comprise ten percent
of the 1.1 million students in the New York City schools.

These young New York City schools immigrants face particularly difficult problems as they attempt to
acclimate into American society. They face the pressures to integrate at school, while facing the
pressures to remain the same at home. Parents too face challenges with the New York City schools.

The first problem is culture shock. In the Dominican Republic, children always must defer to their
elders and hold their tongues, having no way to express their own feelings or opinions. In contrast,
children quickly learn in the New York City schools that American children are vital members of society,
like any adult. They realize that adults care what they think. They become more outspoken both at
school and at home, finding the social freedoms compelling and liberating.

Parents feel themselves losing control of their children, who are shedding their cultural restrictions.
They view New York City schools children as arrogant and flamboyant, with no respect for their elders.
Such contrasting expectations between children and parents cause stress at home. Of course, many
parents blame the New York City schools for their children adopting these attributes, where they did
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not wish to send their children anyway.

The Dominican immigrant home environment is not always conducive to learning. For impoverished
families in the Dominican Republic, education is not a priority, as it is with the wealthy families there.
Though early schooling is free for children, it is seen as a costly endeavor for families just trying to
make ends meet. Clothing for school, meals, school supplies, books, and transportation are luxuries for
such families. According to the World Bank, 13 percent of children ages 7−14 work outside the home,
rather than attend school. According to Unicef, 16 percent of children ages 10−17 are illiterate. Usually,
one or both parents have little or no education, due to less long−term educational exposure for children
of poorer families. Is it any wonder they may resent the mandatory law for their children to attend the
New York City schools?

Though cultural differences present a major obstacle, language is the biggest difficulty for these
immigrant children in the New York City schools. According to Robert Mercedes, Principal of Middle
School 390 in the Bronx and President of the Association of Dominican−American Supervisors and

Administrators, Dominican children arrive at the New York City schools lacking the basic
native−language skills of the Dominican Republic. This makes transitioning them into the English
language even more difficult.

They feel like outsiders in the New York City schools. They are in a language and cultural isolation.
They are generally dumped into bilingual classes at low−income schools, and feel more of a burden to
the New York City schools than an equal to the other students. The victim mentality takes over for
many of these youth, who separate themselves into close−knit ethnic groups. They are especially
vulnerable to street gang recruitment, which pervades the areas around the ghetto−like atmosphere of
some of the New York City schools they attend.

On one side, the New York City schools are a haven of new opportunities for the Dominican children
and their parents. Yet, these same opportunities can be the downfall of the immigrant family values
and the children, as well. It is a dual−edged sword, afflicted with stressful difficulties and
insurmountable obstacles for many.

Patricia Hawke is a staff writer for Schools K−12, providing free, in−depth reports on all U.S. public and
private K−12 schools. Patricia has a nose for research and writes stimulating news and views on school
issues. For more on New York City schools visit
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