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By Indira
Hybrid Tea Rose is one of the most modern varieties of roses. It is a cross breed between two old

classics - the Hybrid Perpetual and the Tea Rose. You can see them on tall stems and they bloom
throughout the year - one good reason why it has gained popularity as a gift to give and receive for
that special occasion. It is also called "your basic rose on a stick." It has a mild scent but makes up for
it with its multi-petal looks and tall, elegant structure.

Hybrid Tea Roses look elegant in any garden. It should be planted in rows as it then becomes easier
for the gardener to look after them. These plants dislike weeds and thus, the area where you plant
them, must be kept weed-free. It is advisable to plant them two feet away from one another, this way
you give them enough space for growth. Start planting these elegant flowers this spring and impress
yourself and those around you !

Can roses be without thorns ? yes, they can be. While some gardeners get put off by the idea of thorns
of Hybrid Teas, you can actually find many varieties without thorns, when you shop for them. The tag
reads "smooth" when the roses are without thorns. Other than blue, you can find these thorn—free roses
in a variety of colors.

You need plenty of water to grow Hybrid Tea Roses. More so, if the weather conditions are hot as well
as dry. There are some gardens which require a complete soaking every two weeks while some need
watering every week. Whatever your garden may need, make sure that your plants are watered
adequately, if the soil looks dry and parched. Keeping mulch around the rose plants is effective in the
prevention of weeds and conservation of moisture.

In all likelihood, Hybrid Tea Roses reach its maximum potential in height in about three years. Despite
adequate pruning, the plant grows to this height. Most rose plants have a life span of about six to
seven years, sometimes longer if it has been nurtured exceptionally well. The most important aspect of
growing roses is its requirement of sunlight. An average rose plant needs a minimum of six hours of
sun every day, especially the morning sun. The morning sun helps in drying up the moisture and dew,
helping the plant to remain disease—free.
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February is the best month for pruning roses, as this is the month when flowers are dormant. First step
in this exercise is to remove damaged canes and dead branches. If you live in very cold climate, you
should cut off the damaged wood. The green canes are the ones you should look for as these canes
will produce buds in spring. | you live in warmer climate, cut off all the existing leaves, to make way for
newer ones. And don't forget to clean all the debris from your garden. And while spring approaches,
and your roses are about to grow, fertilize your garden soil with nitrogen-rich fertilizers.

Indira enjoys the art of gardening and is a staff writer for

http://www.homegardenenthusiast.com

The Most Popular Roses

By Chester Smith

When most think of flowers the image that comes to mind is that of a rose. A rose can be used to
express any kind of emotion. It can indicate love or it can denote sadness. It can bring a peace of mind

or it can excite the receiver.

Little wonder that most of us want to buy a rose. And it is easily understandable as to why many of us
would want to see roses blooming in our gardens.

People like all the different varieties of roses. Yet as is the case with most things there are some roses
that are more popular than the others.

The image of rose that comes to the mind of most people is that of a hybrid tea rose. A hybrid tea rose
usually has a large bloom at the end of a cane. The blooms of hybrid teas come in almost all colors
except blue and black.

It is the hybrid teas that are sold the most at florists shop. Examples of this type of rose are Double
Delight and Mr. Lincoln.

Another popular variety of roses is the Floribundas. These were earlier called hybrid polyanthas. These
usually have smaller blooms and the blooms are usually in clusters.

However there are some exceptions in which the blooms appear singularly. These are the roses ideal
for landscaping purposes. Examples of this category are Iceberg and Angel Face.

At times you can also combinations of the Floribundas and the Hybrid Teas. These are called
Grandifloras. These are comparatively smaller plants.

Their blooms are also smaller and tend to come in clusters. Queen and Elizabeth are two such
combinations.

Then there are the Miniature roses. These are roses that are smaller in bush, foliage and bloom size.
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The looms of the miniature roses tend to lie in the range of %2 to 2 inches.

Miniatures are very popular roses. The biggest advantage with them is that they can be grown
anywhere, even in containers. Behold and Fairhope are two representatives of this category of roses.

Mini—Floras are roses that are too large to be miniatures but too small to be either a Hybrid Tea or a
Floribunda. These are usually not fit for landscaping purposes. Cachet and Autumn Splendor are two
examples the roses that are covered by this category.

The next sets of roses that are worth a mention are the Old Garden Roses. These are the roses that
had been classified before 1867. These include the mosses and the gallicas.

Shrubs are next roses that we can talk about. This is catchall category. This includes roses that are
hybrids of other categories and the roses that do not fir easily in any other categories. Ballerina and
Rose de Rescht are two roses that fall under this category.

Any such cannot be completed without a mention of the Climbing Roses, which are named so because
they can climb to great heights. These are very vigorous in nature. When they are in bloom they tend
to be covered in blooms for a month or even longer.

The canes of these roses are flexible. The blooms of the Climbing Roses are small in size and are
arranged in large clusters. American Pillar and Seven Sisters are but two of the roses that belong to

this category.

These are the prominent categories of the roses that are favored by the gardeners. Each of them
needs a certain climate for growth and it is this climate that determines the region of their growth.

So pick your favorite keeping in mind the growth conditions and fill your garden with roses.
Chester Smith runs a website dedicated to Rose Gardening. Visit his site at:

http://roseblogs.com
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