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I once had a conversation with a subscriber about making a mental shift in how we view tithes. Many
people (and I've done it myself!) view tithes as a handout or some sort of charity, which we view
negatively, as if
needing something is a bad thing. We all have needs, we all have desires. By judging our needs as
"bad" we subconsciously block our prosperity in subtle ways.

Likewise we don't quite know what to do if someone refuses a tithe from us, or tithes back to us. This
issue, rather than share another success story from a subscriber (keep 'em coming, though −− I enjoy
reading about them and will share more in our next issue!), I'm going to share with you a few tips on
the etiquette of tithing, that I've found helpful.

1: Be open and receptive to the gifts of time, talent and treasures that are offered to you. Tithes,
donations, charity, whatever you call the blessings of your income, your time or your unique abilities,
are acts of good. Charity, being benevolent, means doing good or causing good to be done. Our
history is filled with "benefactors" who created trust funds or otherwise supported artists, musicians,
composers, writers, teachers, ministers, rabbis, etc. These acts of charity brought attention to and
provided support for the creative work they were doing. Today, much of this benevolent work is done
through tax−deductible charities, but much is also still done through individuals with
no thought to the tax benefit. You participate in this wondrous flow every time you tip a street
performer, or throw a house concert, or tithe to other creative individuals.

2: Don't let others take your prosperity away by refusing your tithe (and don't refuse tithes that are
offered you). I'm often moved by incredible music. Several weeks ago I tithed directly to the soloist and
the pianist (I'm blessed to get to listen to the incomparable Jazz pianist Stefan Scaggiari) at my home
church. They both attempted to turn down the tithe and I simply said, "please don't stand in
the way of my prosperity. You fed my soul and I feel compelled to give you this gift. Please accept it
graciously in the spirit in which it is being given." Simple words that carry a profound message.
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I brought in some clothes to a fabulous secondhand store last week and told them that I didn't want to
open up a consignment account, I just wanted to give them the clothes. The woman was at a loss as to
how she could accept the clothes, until I finally told her to take the proceeds and give them to a favored
charity. Often, people turn down tithes because they are afraid of appearing needy, and because we've
had it drummed into our heads that you don't accept charity, or money, for doing good deeds. Doing
the good deed is supposed to be reward enough. And it is. Accepting a tithe is another good deed.

If someone is tithing to you and you're worried that it's too much or it's too big of an item, or it's too
much of their time to expect them to give, simply ask: "Are you sure?" If they say yes, then graciously
accept their tithe so that all may prosper.

3: Tap into the circular flow of tithing energy. Energy must flow, in and around and through us or it
becomes stagnant. This goes for money energy as well as any other kind of energy. We must give

freely and receive freely
or we will put a bottleneck in the universal flow of energy. We stop up our own prosperity and that of
those around us when we react in fear or shame whether we're giving or receiving.

I was part of an unusual tithing situation last Tuesday that brought this home. I spent some time with
my wonderful spiritual mentor, Nellie, and tithed to her. Later than evening, I received a tithe from
Nellie and from my church. I was so grateful for the unexpected tithe, and for how deeply I was moved
during that evening's meditation, that I immediately tithed 10% of what I'd just received back to Nellie.
Sometimes, you will find that you spiritually feed each other. Honor that with your tithes. Don't withhold
them because you think it's "weird" to tithe back to someone who just tithed to you. For tithing is what
we all do, all day, whether we know it or not.

You tithe of your talents, even in your everyday work world. I tithe of my talents, when I put words on
paper. Give freely, open and receptive to the good that will be coming to you. This good may come in
the form of a steady paycheck, or it make come in the form of an occasional tithe. Be open and
receptive to letting Spirit decide how that good will come to you. Release the fear and open your heart
to give and receive your tithes.

Paula Langguth Ryan is dedicated to helping you heal your relationship with money by helping you
change the way you think and feel about prosperity and abundance. To learn more about herinnovative
prosperity teachings, visit her website at www.artofabundance.com

Business Etiquette

By Neil Payne

Business etiquette is in essence about building relationships with people. In the business world, it is
people that influence your success or failure. Etiquette, and in particular business etiquette, is simply a
means of maximising your business potential.
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If you feel comfortable around someone and vice versa, better communication and mutual trust will
develop. This comfort zone is realised through presenting yourself effectively. Business etiquette helps
you achieve this.

Business etiquette revolves around two things. Firstly, thoughtful consideration of the interests and
feelings of others and secondly, minimising misunderstandings. Both are dependent upon self
conduct. Business etiquette polishes this conduct.

Business etiquette varies from region to region and country to country. For the international business
person, focusing too deeply on international business etiquette would leave no time for business.
However, there are some key pillars upon which good business etiquette is built.

Behaviour

Your manners and attitude will speak volumes about you. They will point to your inner character. If you
come across selfish, undisciplined or uncouth your relationship is unlikely to prosper. Appropriate
business etiquette promotes positive traits.

Honesty

A reputation for delivering what you say will deliver goes a long way in the business world. Remember,
a reputation for integrity is slowly gained but quickly lost. Understanding a particular country's business
etiquette provides a framework in which you can work without fear of crossing boundaries in terms of
agreements, promises and contracts.

Character

Your character refers to what you as an individual bring to the business table. Proper business
etiquette allows you to exhibit your positive qualities. For example, knowing when to be passionate and
not emotional or self−confident without being arrogant. Just through learning another's business
etiquette you demonstrate an open−mindedness which will earn respect.

Sensitivity

Sensitivity and consideration underlie all good business etiquette. Being prepared for foreign ways and
methods and responding thoughtfully is achieved through experience and business etiquette
know−how. By avoiding misunderstandings and misinterpretations through business etiquette you lay

foundations for a strong business relationship.

Diplomacy

Avoiding thoughtless words and actions protects you from negative consequences. Impulse often leads
a business person astray. Business etiquette encourages the careful thought of the interests of others
and choosing acceptable forms of expression.
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Appearance

Dressing appropriately, standing and sitting in the right place at the right time, good posture and
looking physically presentable are all elements in making a good impression. Business etiquette
teaches you how to suitably present yourself and what to avoid.

Analysing, understanding and implementing the above will help you recognise what business etiquette
is and how it should be employed within the business world.

For the international business person business, etiquette acts as a key. It locks the doors of poor
communication and misunderstandings and opens doors to successful business relationships.

Neil Payne is Director of
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