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The Golden Boy Of Hip Hop

By Mike Johnston

Hip Hop culture, back in the day, became very well publicized by the media because of one fresh

faced kid from Pennsylvania. The public liked him because of his music and because he was so cute
and funny. See if you can guess who this mystery character is from a few clues. To be knowledgeable
on Hip Hop news and music of the past makes you look informed, and on the edge about all aspects of
Hip Hop. So let us begin the journey into the past.

Our mystery person was born in 1968 and from an early age, loved music. Later he met up with a guy
at a party in 1987 and formed group. Do you have any ideas yet as to whom it could be? The first hit
title had to do with rockin at a house, and it became a hit, going gold in 1988. Hip Hop culture was
really impacted when he won an MTV (Music Television) Award for Best Rap. The release that won
explained who the DJ was and who rapped in the group. Later the next year it was suspected his group
might not survive in the Hip Hop music world because its music was changing to more of an
aggressive style and beat.

In 1989, this fresh faced kid went into another area of performing - acting. He really liked in Hollywood
and being seen on TV in the US every week. At the same time, he made another record, and its title
reminded you of baseball. He really had a Hip Hop hit on his hands with this one. Other hits and
awards followed him for the next seven years in his career. One such summertime hit rung the bell for
the Hip Hop music industry in 1991 by getting a gold and platinum award. In 1992, their jazzy group
won a Best Rap Performance award too. If you cannot figure it out, just keep reading a little more ...
you may be surprised to find out the mystery person's identity.

In 1996, he rode a bullet into outer space in a box office movie hit. However, in 1997, along with his
getting jiggy fame, our mystery man struck the big time in movies - MIB (Men in Black). Do you know
who it is? It is rapper/actor Will Smith. Smith propelled himself into star status, and both Hip Hop and
Rap benefited from his talent. In 1998 in addition to having a hit movie with Enemy of the State, he was
given the prestigious NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People)
Outstanding Rap Artist Award. The awards for Hip Hop music and movies just keep coming for Will!
Other awards came from the Peoples Choice Awards and the Grammy's.
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Will Smith's role in Hip Hop gave a lot of recognition to the industry and the music of Hip Hop. Hip Hop
music has changed from its early years but it is obvious Will Smith loves what he does, whether he
gets jiggy with alien in a dance video, or dances as a Fresh Prince in Bel Air, he loves Hip Hop, and is
a good mystery man of choice for Hip Hop.

Mike Johnston is an expert author at

http://www.eliashiphop.com

a site all about hip hop music, hip hop

clothing, and hip hop gear. Visit

http://www.eliashiphop.com

for an awesome hip hop site.

Hip Hop Music continues to rules the music charts

By Syd Johnson

Hip Hop Music continues to rules the music charts by Syd Johnson

Hip hop music is dominating the online and offline music charts. Hip hop music fans experience an
"it's about time" moment every time they turn on MTV, VH1 or any local radio station that doesn't
specialize in country music. Even urban channels that used to play only mid tempo rock music have
diversified their rotations to include more hip hop music.

Why is hip hop suddenly everywhere?

Suburban Kids! They latched on the beats, nouveau riche lifestyle full of machismo and bling, and they
latched on to the party. Hip hop might have started out as a companion to rap music, but today, the two
musical genres are a world apart. Hip hop is funky, full of energy, dynamic, catchy, male, female,
American, European, Asian and Indian all at the same time.

Modern hip hop is so dance friendly that frankly no cares about the lyrics anymore. I can name a bunch
of up and comers in the field including Lloyd Banks, Ciara (or anyone else out of the Missy/Timbaland
factory) and Chingy. Then, let's not forget the 3 million people that make up G−Unit and D12. That's
pretty cool.

Now, can I name one verse of any song, by any of these artists? Of course not! These people are
selling hip hop music for the club. If I hear even three seconds of a song from any one of them, I'm on
the dance floor. Still, I can't come up with two solid lines to any of their songs. Why?

Hip Hop Music Masters
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Rap music was artist driven. Hip Hop music is producer driven. Producers are the ones who put
together all the ingredients to get you the final product, a hit song. Since the rise of the producers
starting with Missy and Timbaland in the mid 90's hip hop music has gone mainstream.

The lyrics don't matter much anymore because the meat of the music−− is in the music. Literally, the
complicated arrangements, samples on top of samples, guest stars, wanna−be stars and more, all
culminate into MTV ready hit songs.

It's not that hip hop is not deep, or socially conscious. It's just that it has a different lineage. Rap
masters were the lyricists. Hip Hop Masters are non verbal communicators. This is the blessing and
curse of hip hop music.

That is why hip hop music is so present on radio, cable TV, and now, in the online world. If you think
that modern hip hop is a bit much, perhaps you should try one of the streaming radio stations where
you can select hip hop music from the 80's and 90's when rappers were still in charge. Get in touch
with De La Soul and some of the other early hip hop pioneers.

This article may be freely distributed as long as there's an active link to http://www.rapidlingo.comSyd
JohnsonEditor
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