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The Great Migration From Cable To Satellite TV

By Van Whitsett

What you are about to read should not come as a shock to you, especially if you are a subscriber of
cable TV.

Comcast Corp, the dominant cable provider in the nation, has raised cable TV rates for the third time in
three years The rates will go up about 6 to 7 percent, depending upon where you live. Other cable
providers, like RCN, have also raised rates by about 8 percent.

7 percent is double the rate of inflation. Comcast's prices have risen three times faster than inflation
since 2000.

Although cable price increases have moderated in recent years from the double—digit hikes of the
1990s, many research analysts predict that costs will keep going up.

"Operational costs" are the culprits for the rate hikes. "Operational costs" include energy costs,
improvements in customer service and network maintenance. Cable companies have millions of miles
of outdated lines buried below ground, and are in the process of converting their technology to digital,
which will be expensive. Comcast spent nearly $200 million in the past year to maintain and enhance
its fiber—optic network in the Bay Area alone.

More Facts

Cable rates have climbed 40 percent in the past six years, from an average $34.40 in 2000 to the
$47.93 just announced for 2006. During that same period, inflation increased 14.3 percent, according
to the federal Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Is it any wonder why the sale of satellite tv is increasing?

There are about 65 million homes nationwide with cable TV, a number expected to decline to 61 million
by 2008. DirecTV accounts for 15 million subscribers and EchoStar's Dish Network for 12 million.
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Because satellite providers don't have to pay taxes levied by local governments and feature smaller
infrastructures, consumers get more bang for the buck with satellite.

With cable, additional charges are typically assessed for installation and equipment. These charges
range from $30 to $80. Satellite Tv offers free instulation, free movie channels, and free upgrades,
usually as an incentive to get customers to sign up for their services.

More pros of a satellite dish.

* Digital picture means better quality * More flexible programming options * Cost is cheaper per
channel * Good solution for those living in rural areas

According to a J.D. Power study, the average cost of satellite service is about 4% less than cable.
Satellite subscribers save an average of about $2.00 monthly compared to cable.
So, as the rates for the cable companies continue to rise, you can expect comsumers to continue the

migration to satellite tv.

Van Whitsett has published a number of articles, both online and off. For more information about
satellite tv, please visit:

http://www.discount—dish—network.com

Satellite TV can be an eye opening experience!
By David Lewis

There are many appealing aspects to satellite television. From the many freebies that the companies
try to entice you with, to the appealing price of the monthly service, to the value of the basic service, to
the quality of the picture and sound.

Satellite TV is a digital broadcast, and as such it has an enhanced picture and sound quality built in.
Satellite TV also boasts an optional HDTV broadcast, which at 1080 lines of resolution makes it
roughly 3 times sharper than regular television.

Many people are not even aware that with your satellite dish you can also get Internet service as well.
For many people who live in remote locations, satellite TV is their only choice, but many are beginning
to discover the value in satellite TV regardless of where they live.

With satellite TV there is no need to amplify the signal inside the house like you do with cable, and your
Internet service doesn't go down because of signal degradation like cable can.

Unlike cable satellite TV is a 100% digital broadcast, which allows for a greater capability and
programming. You can have 500 channels, which can be broadcast in different languages such as
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Russian and Arabic. Cable simply doesn't have the bandwidth to accomplish this level of programming.
Only so much data can transmit through a cable line, but with satellite TV you are using an
electromagnetic wave to transmit and receive data, which bounces off satellites in space, thus you
have virtually no limitations in the amount of data that can be sent or received.

It's no wonder that satellite TV is quickly catching on with millions of Americans, and as many more
discover it's value and service, millions more will join the wireless revolution and jump on the satellite
TV bandwagon.

If you would like to learn more about satellite TV, and see what kind of deals are currently out there
and what your options are, feel free to visit our website at:

http://www.find—satellite—tv—providers.com
David Lewis is an author for Find Satellite TV Providers:

http://www.find—satellite—tv—providers.com
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