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The History Of The Wedding Ring

By Kirsten Hawkins

The use of the wedding ring as a symbol of the bond between husband and wife is familiar to us as

the concept of marriage itself, but from where did this interesting tradition emerge? The history of
wedding rings as they are known today is actually unclear. In an article dating from the July 1869 issue
of Appleton's Journal of popular Literature, Science, and Art, Edward J. Wood hypothesizes that the
modern (modern as of 1869) use of wedding rings stems from the practices of ancient Hebrews. It was
customary for the family of a prospective groom to give gifts to the potential bride and her family. The
general assumption is that it is from this tradition that the use of wedding rings as we know them
seems to have evolved.

Wedding rings are not specifically mentioned in the Bible, but references do exist that suggest the
aforementioned Hebrew practices. Genesis 24:53 in the King James Version reads, "And the servant
brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah: he gave
also to her brother and to her mother precious things," speaking of the servant of Abraham, the father
of Isaac, who was to wed Rebekah. The wedding ring first came into use in Christian wedding
ceremonies around 870 A.D.

The tradition of wearing a wedding ring on the fourth finger of the left hand also comes from the
ancients. In ancient Greece it was believed that an artery from that particular finger led directly to the
heart. While we now know this is pure mythology, it does serve as a rather romantic explanation for the
tradition.

Although the concept of the wedding ring is obviously very old, the ring was almost always worn by the
bride. Double−ring wedding ceremonies are rather new. Wedding rings for men were almost unheard of
before 1940 and increased in use about the time of the Second World War. According to an October
1953 story in Hobbies, only about 15% of wedding ceremonies included a ring for the groom. After the
start of World War II, the percentage jumped to 60%, and then to 70% after the start of the Korean war.
Today it is more common than not for grooms and brides alike to wear a wedding ring.

So, why a wedding ring, as opposed to, say, a wedding bracelet or necklace? Religious ceremonies
usually include a mention by the officiating clergyman of the ring's unending circle being representative
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of both God's perfect love for humanity and the marrying couple's undivided devotion to one another.

While the precise origin of the wedding ring is unclear and lost to history, today we recognize the
wedding ring as a symbol of the unity of marriage. The couples of today also generally choose their
wedding rings together, thus adding to the personal symbolism that the jewelry carries for them.
Additionally, the wedding ring serves as a social symbol in today's world, signifying to others that this
man or woman is "spoken for."

Kirsten Hawkins is an event planner from Nashville, TN. Visit

http://www.wedding411.net/

for more

event planning tips, strategies, and resources.

Design Your Own Beautiful Wedding Ring

By Donna Monday

It used to be that if you wanted to buy a nice custom−made wedding ring, you'd have to visit some
fancy high−end jewelry store and be willing to part with a large portion of your wedding budget.

Well that's still the case for some people, but thanks to our modern times it's now possible for you and
anyone else who wants a custom wedding ring to create a unique diamond wedding ring from the
comfort of your own home.

Oleg Cassini will have nothing on you as you sit in your chair sipping a soda looking at the various
wedding ring photos that your favorite online jewelry store makes easily available.

You will quickly see that it's easy to design your own wedding ring online. The first thing you want to
look at when you set out to build your own wedding ring is the setting. You'll have your choice of
wedding ring settings in various metals like: gold, white gold, sterling silver, and platinum. While
studying the stylish settings, be sure to check your ring size for accuracy in purchasing a comfortable
fitting wedding ring.

Next, you'll want to select the right diamond to fit your setting. The common diamond cut shapes are:
round, pear, emerald, princess, marquise, oval, radiant, heart, and Asscher. You will probably take a
while just studying all the attributes of the various diamond shapes and sizes. Of course, you can
always choose to purchase the setting online and then take it to your local jeweler to have it fit with a
diamond.

You are the designer extraordinaire! You are not bound by what someone else thinks you will like. So,
go ahead and feel free to create your own wedding ring. There's nobody else to please but you.
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And you will just love the results.

Copyright 2004
Donna Monday
One special moment. One special ring.

http://www.1−love−rings.com

Design Your Own Beautiful Wedding Ring
Claddagh Rings History And Meaning
Choosing Wedding Rings
Wonderful White Gold Wedding Rings
Replacing Your Lost Wedding Ring

Wonderful Wedding Favors and Wedding Gifts
Start your Own Wedding Videography Business
Collection of Midi Ringtones
Bread And Biscuit Baker's And Sugar−Boiler's Assistant
Vintage Crochet Patterns Bridal

This Free E−Book has been brought to you by Natural−Aging.com.

The History Of The Wedding Ring

3

http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com


 100% Effective Natural Hormone Treatment
 Menopause, Andropause And Other Hormone Imbalances

Impair Healthy Healing In People Over The Age Of 30!

The History Of The Wedding Ring

4

http://www.natural-aging.com

