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The History Of Video Poker
By Adel Awwad
Video Poker is simply a combination of two popular forms of gambling: the slot machine with the

poker game. Winning a game of Video Poker involves a combination of player skill with genuine luck,
making it a favorite with players. The game of poker is thought to have originated back in 1830, where
it is recorded as having been played by French immigrants living in New Orleans. Video Poker uses a
version of the game called five—card draw poker. Meanwhile, the coin—operated card machine (known
affectionately as a "slot") was originally invented in the late 19th century, with poker machines
appearing in San Francisco in 1890. These machines were very basic by today's standards, using real
cards rather than symbols.

The machines declined in popularity throughout the first half of the 20th century. Economic difficulties
combined with the limited technology of the machines themselves meant that people just weren't
interested in playing anymore. A very primitive electronic poker machine was released in 1964 but
achieved only moderate success.

It wasn't until the mid—1970s that the Video Poker machine as we know it today became available.
Advances in technology meant that a central processing unit (CPU) could be installed inside the
machines to give them a "brain", whilst a monitor transmitted the action to the player.

Meanwhile, casino operators searched for new high—profit games, and the combination of a slot
machine with the more traditional game of five—card draw poker proved to be a winning combination of
the old and new. The first Video Poker machine was built in 1976 by Bally Manufacturing. It was black
and white only, but a color version followed just eight months later, released by the Fortune Coin
Company. Over the next few years, computer chips became cheaper to mass produce, and more
casinos introduced Video Poker machines as they became more financially viable. A version called
Draw Poker was released in 1979 by a company now called IGT, and it achieved unheralded success.

Video Poker really took off in the early 1980s where it became popular in casinos across Las Vegas.
Players found themselves far less intimidated by a machine than they were when sitting down at a
table in front of others. The popularity of the game has steadily increased during the last
quarter—century and it can now be found in the majority of casinos around the world, as well as in bars

1


http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com

The History Of Video Poker

and on the Internet.

This article is the property of
http://www.123onlinevideopoker.com
. This document may be freely

redistributed in its unedited form and on the condition that all references are kept intact along with the
hyperlinked URLSs.

The Evolution Of Video Poker
By David Olsen

Video poker has been around for over 30 years. It started out when casinos noticed that many people
liked to play cards but were too scared to actually sit down at a poker table. Video poker allowed these
players to play poker without having to look their opponents in the eye. With the explosion of online
casinos Video Poker's popularity grew exponentially. This growth in turn led to the development of new
versions of video poker. Here we'll take a look at some of the more important developments in the
video poker world.

1. Multi Hand Video Poker

Multi Hand Video Poker is like "normal” video poker on steroids. As its name implies, you're playing
more then one hand at a time. Common variations include Jacks or Better (of course), 10's Or Better,
Deuces Wild and more. The Games come in 4, 10, 50, and even 100 hand versions. Multi hand video
poker is an exciting twist on standard single hand video poker. Today, most online casinos have at
least one multi-hand version.

2. Power Poker

Power Poker is Microgaming's version of Multi-Hand Video Poker and is probably the most popular
multi-hand version on the web. Currently there are 11 different Power Poker Games in 4, 10 and 50
hand versions. Playing Power Poker is like playing the single hand version of the game. You start with
the same 5 cards in each hand. You then select the card(s) you wish to hold. The remaining cards are
discarded and new cards replace the discarded ones. Winning hands are determined by a redefined
payout schedule.

3. Progressive Video Poker

Progressive Video Poker is yet another exciting variation of good old video poker. Progressive Video
poker follows the same rules as a hon—progressive version of the same game. The difference is in the
payout of the royal flush. Often times, progressive jackpots build through multiple casinos, so
potentially the pot can be huge. When playing a Progressive machine, it's crucial to play the max coins
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on every play, that's the only way to win the jackpot.
4. Online Poker Rooms

Online Poker is not technically a video poker; however, since there are obvious similarities between the
two, | felt a brief overview should be included here. In video poker you are playing against a machine,
winning and losing hands are determined by a static payout schedule. However, when you're playing
online poker, you are playing against real people. There is no predetermined payout schedule, you can
win as much as your opponents are willing to wager on each hand. Also, and more importantly, Online
poker allows you to bluff, meaning in theory, if you're a good enough bluffer, you can have the worst
hand at the table but still win, if you've been able to convince your opponents to fold. This is the main
reason for the huge popularity in online poker.

Lastly, as you can see, video poker continues to evolve. What started out as a game for would—be
poker players who were too intimidated to sit down at a real table, has, with the advent of Online
Poker, come full circle. Today a poker player can sit down at a virtual table with players from around
the world. Amazing.

David Olsen has been writing about online casinos and casino strategy for over five years and is
considered an authority in the online gambling world. His latest website is all about the poker and video

poker. Visit it at:

http://www.playvideopoker.us


http://www.natural-aging.com

The History Of Video Poker

This Free E-Book has been brought to you by Natural-Aging.com.

100% Effective Natural Hormone Treatment
Menopause, Andropause And Other Hormone Imbalanceg
Impair Healthy Healing In People Over The Age Of 30!



http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com

