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By Chris Snow
Out of all the genres of books that have been written, science fiction seems to be one that is a class

apart. The feeling towards the genre is either one of fanatic following or extreme hatred. Those who
have a natural penchant for unearthly objects and unsolved mysteries tend to get addicted at a
relatively young age, which could be as young as 7 to 8 years. To appease the curiosity and desire to
read more of such books, there are science fiction clubs that are formed where infatuated kids or teens
exchange books and videos of their favorite science fiction books and movies.

One of the first science fiction books that one can remember today are "The Time Machine" and
"Journey to the Center of the Earth," by H. G. Wells. Today these favorites have been replaced with
modern classical space operas like Robert A. Heinlein's "Citizen of the Galaxy" and Orson Scott Card's
"Ender's Game." This kind of science fiction has a certain epic scope to the story. They contain
galaxies fighting each other for power, phenomenal depictions of aliens, a twisted concept of time and
many more.

Other than the space opera's there are also those that base the stories on speculative fiction. They
review current society and try to excogitate what the society will be like a hundred years from now by
crystal ball gazing.

Given the growing popularity of these books every year sees a slew of new series and collections. If
you are mesmerized by the concept of science fiction but have never tried reading one, then start with
a small book. Skim through it before purchasing to determine whether it has a writing style that you
like. The ones that are easy to read will prove to be more interesting since you are not likely to get too
caught up with jargon that is incomprehensible.

If science fiction books interest you then fantasy may be another genre that you might want to try since
both these genres have a similarity between them. If has been seen that if one genre invokes you, the
other will too. One major difference is that fantasy books tend to be set in medieval times and often
deal with magicians and sorcerers while science fiction books tend to be more about technology,
gizmos, aliens and are set in a futuristic time zone.
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Until the world closed in on us and restricted our inherent freedom,
imagination and creativity was an active ingredient in each one of us.
Whatever happened to our open, unfettered imagination; our capacity and
eagerness to dream dreams, to exercise visions of greatness and to
accomplish great feats with complete abandon and against all odds?

Unfortunately, in our growing up process, modern day computer dependency
and high tech advancements have tended to school creativity and
imagination out of us. We have been compelled to conform to the
parameters and restrictions the world has imposed upon us. To be free of
these limitations we must get back to basics and learn to exercise our
natural capacity to invoke creative thinking. "Creative thinking" is

defined by Webster as, "the ability to be productive through imaginative
skills".

To develop these imaginative skills , we must leave the world of limits

and restrictive parameters, reject conventional "common sense" and
deliberately break the bonds of accepted thinking. We will embark on what
will be the most exciting adventure imaginable and explore new areas of
discovery.

In this adventure, we will be completely alone. We will step out into new
territories where there are no road maps, charts or blueprints to follow.
There is nothing ahead of us but the excitement of discovering new
horizons of unlimited achievement and invoking the kind of creativity and
innovation that existed (and worked!) long before time and technology
distorted its simplicity and relevance.

"Imagination”, according to Webster, is "the act or power of forming
mental images of something not present to the senses or never before
wholly perceived.".

All the criteria for creativity are embodied in this one word:
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IMAGINATION! What cannot be imagined?!

The range and flexibility of your imagination is virtually without limit.
It is free of all limitations and restrictions. There is only one rule
that pertains to your imagination and that is that there are no rules.
Your imagination is limited only by your imagination.

In your imagination, you are the absolute reigning monarch. You have
absolute control over the images of your imagination; Here in your
imagination you can fry ice and dribble footballs with absolute control
and balance. Imaginative concepts do not control you, you control them.
They are forever ready and willing to obey your every command and
instruction and do so instantaneously without offering any resistance.
They initiate no actions of their own but allow you to entertain the
abstract or bizarre without passing any value judgements or criticisms..
Because like begets like, we must be alert to entertain only those mental
images that we are willing to be expressed.

Open your thought to be responsive to the new ideas and concepts as you
exercise your "power of forming mental images (ideas) of things not
present to the senses....". Miracles take place in our imagination.

No wonder Einstein said that "imagination is more important than
knowledge"!

With this power of your imagination you are truly on the cutting edge of
real progress and the controller of destinies.

Little wonder that Napoleon said, "Imagination rules the world"!

Creative thinking, "the ability to be productive through imaginative
skills", is pivotal to the productivity and success of any endeavor.
Particularly when you realize that Webster defines "productive" as, "the
establishment of results, benefits and profits".

For more thna 40 years, Davis Goss has been a creative consultant with particular expertise in
problem solving. His unique scientific approach is fully disclosed in his recent book, "The DYNAMICS
of ACHIEVEMENT"
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