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The Legacy Of John Delorean

By Jackson Porter

John Delorean is probably most remembered as the creator of the time traveling car in the `Back to

the Future' movies. Many will also recall that his gull winged car failed miserably on the open market
and as a result he turned to illegal and shady dealings to try and save his company.

Lost in the glitter and drama of such a legacy, his important contribution to the world of sports cars is
often overlooked. Without Delorean's influence, sports car design and production would most likely
have taken a different course.

In 1964, Delorean practically single handedly started the muscle car movement when he put a massive
V8 engine into a Pontiac Tempest and produced the GTO.

The GTO became the most loved of the muscle cars and was a big seller for Pontiac.

Because of his great success with the GTO, he was rewarded with rapid advancement through the
ranks of automobile executives. Eventually however, he decided to leave it all behind and break out on
his own.

He took his ideas to Northern Ireland where he set up shop and hoped he could compete with the big
three auto makers in Detroit. The Delorean Motor Company was the result and it produced the
infamous DMC−12. This was his famous gull wing door car. It's doors flipped up stead of opening out,
the car was futuristic in appearance with its brushed stainless steel body.

The car never achieved the success that Delorean had dreamed of. In fact, only 9000 ever made it
onto the road. However, its memory will always live on thanks to the `Back to the Future' films.
Although not a success in and of itself, it inspired many new designs and refinements later adopted by
other car manufacturers.

Delorean was an outstanding business success not only in the automotive world, but also with hotel
investing and NFL franchising. Delorean's fall from grace was aired publicly and shocking to many. He
was accused of financial misconduct and cocaine trafficking. His empire was soon decimated and he
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filed for bankruptcy.

It wasn't the end of Delorean however. In 1999, he announced he would be producing a new affordable
sports car made of plastic. Even with all his faults, he still drew much interests based on his previous
important contributions to the sports car industry. Unfortunately Delorean passed on in 2004 before
work was completed on his new vision.

Jackson Porter is a staff writer at

http://www.automobileenthusiast.comand

is an occasional contributor

to several other websites, including

http://www.environmental−central.com

.

What Is Your Legacy?

By Karyn Greenstreet

During a recent speech, I told the audience that my mission was to empower the self−employed to
succeed. Instantly a hand shot up in the audience. "What's your definition of success?" I smiled to
myself −− I love it when they ask this question!

There are as many definitions of success as there are self employed people. Success could be "hitting
my financial goals," or "becoming a nationally−known speaker." But I challenge you to add one more
component to your definition of success: What will you leave behind as your lasting legacy?

Every single one of us leaves a legacy. Your very existence has an impact on the world whether you
intend it or not. So, how do you want to be remembered?

Ask yourself, "If I died today ..." What would I want people to say about me? How have I helped other
people? Have I done my best, given my all? Did my life have meaning and purpose?

Working towards a legacy in both your business and personal life keeps you motivated and performing
at your peak. It gives a higher purpose to your life and work. Your work has an edge and energy
because you're no longer just "doing work," you're building a legacy. Above all, it helps you share the
fullest of what you are. And that's what I call Success!

© 2004 Karyn Greenstreet.

Karyn Greenstreet is a Self Employment expert and small business coach. She shares tips, techniques
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and strategies with self−employed people to create and grow their businesses, stay focused and
motivated, and perform at their peak. Visit her website at

www.PassionForBusiness.com
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Unforgettable Movie Sports Cars
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