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The Muscle Car Craze
By Jason Tarasi
Somebody once asked me why | was so fascinated with muscle cars. You know, it's hard for an

outsider looking in to understand why we muscle car lovers are so fanatical about our cars. Until
they've been behind the wheel of a newly restored '66 Pontiac GTO, they just haven't a clue.

Why is it that we can browse through muscle car advertisements for hours on end? Why do we have to
go to every muscle car show that comes near our town? Why do we drive out of our way to see some
of the hottest muscle cars around? Why do we seemingly pour all of our extra money into our muscle
cars?

Some people think a passion for muscle cars comes from peer pressure - a need to impress other
people per se. As a muscle car enthusiast | can honestly say that's not it, at least not for me. My
interest in muscle cars dates way back to before | was ever concerned about what anybody thought. |
have always found muscle cars to be fascinating and exciting.

First, muscle cars are original. Those who collect or restore muscle cars put their heart and soul into
their hobby which makes every muscle car truly unique. Second, muscle cars are powerful. There's
nothing that gets the adrenaline pumping quite like sitting behind the wheel of a classic,
high—performance muscle car. Third, when you take a classic car, restore it and muscle it up, you really
have something to be proud of. It's a lot like an artistic ability for me - like taking a blank canvas and
creating an incredible piece of art out of it.

One thing is for certain, regardless of the reason a muscle car devotee is interested in muscle cars, we
all seem to talk the same talk and walk the same walk. Dealing with muscle cars is an incredible social
outlet. Whether we collect, restore, show, or race our muscle cars, it doesn't matter. We're all on the
same wavelength and we truly enjoy looking at and chatting about muscle cars.

Some enthusiasts have specific lines of muscle cars that they are interested in, while others are just
crazy about muscle cars in general. Some like imports, others like exports, and most all muscle car
enthusiasts have a strong interest in classics. We can look at them, talk about them, drive them, or just
work on them. Muscle cars give us something to look forward to, something fun to invest our time and
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money into, and the muscle car hobby keeps us out of trouble - for the most part.

Jason Tarasi is a muscle car enthusiast who runs the Muscle Car Monster Website, where members
can buy and sell muscle cars for free through the site's online classifieds.

http://www.musclecarmonster.com/

Muscle Car Restoration 101
By Jason Tarasi

Restoring muscle cars is a hobby for some and a profession for others. There's just something about
the classic high—performance cars that collectors, racers and general car enthusiasts find fascinating. If
you are a hobbyist who is interested in restoring a muscle car, you will probably benefit from a few
restoration tips. The restoration of muscle cars begins with shopping for a muscle car that can be
restored. Prior to buying a car for the purpose of restoring it you need to make sure that the parts
needed for the restoration are available and you can get your hands on them, and that you can afford
to complete the project once you start it.

Before going shopping for a muscle car to restore, decide what your purpose is for restoring a car. Do
you just want a great muscle car to drive? Will you be racing? Are you restoring the car so you can
participate and compete in classic car shows? Do you intend to sell the totally restored muscle car for a
profit?

Once you've determined the purpose behind your muscle car restoration you'll have a better idea
about what type of muscle car you want to get. Before you go shopping, read up on different muscle
cars and learn all about their performance, their value and so forth to make sure that the car you
choose is appropriate for you intentions. To make sure that you don't get ripped off in a muscle car
transaction, find out what the muscle cars you are looking for are worth "as is" and what they are worth
once they are restored. Having this information at your fingertips will help you to determine whether or
not you are really getting a "great deal" when you begin to negotiate to buy a muscle car.

Before you buy one, make sure that the parts needed to restore your muscle car are available and
affordable. Set your budget and your timeline for restoring the car so you know how much you can
afford to spend for the muscle car itself and for the parts and other expenses that will be incurred in the
process of the restoration. Following these simple suggestions at the beginning of your muscle car
restoration project will prevent you from starting a project you can't finish and will ensure that your
muscle car restoration project is enjoyable and that you meet your goals for muscle car restoration,
whatever those goals may be.

Jason Tarasi is a muscle car enthusiast who runs the Muscle Car Monster Website, where members
can buy and sell muscle cars for free through the site's online classifieds.

http://www.musclecarmonster.com/
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