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The New Educational Standard: Online Bachelor Degree
By Andy West
About 10 years ago a new wave of information was about to hit the world, and it would be called the

World Wide Web, which would prove to change the educational world forever. After just a few months
of the internet forming, educational institutions started to offer courses via the internet. As technology
matured, so did the educational course offerings. After just a few short years the internet has become
the place for online degrees. First it was the online associate's degree, and now it has become the
online bachelor degree that has taken over as the online educational standard for those wanting to
take college level courses online.

Many people had believed that earning an online bachelor degree was something that would never
happen. The skeptics would say that the quality of the education, or the coveted campus experience
would evaporate with online bachelor degree programs in place. This however did not turn out to be
true. In fact there are many ways that the online colleges have exceeded expectations when it comes
to quality. The online programs have continued to be a powerful and popular degree to earn.

Educational institutions are constantly seeking new sources of revenue to maintain what is often a very
expensive educational cycle, and the online bachelor degree provides just the right financial boost
these institutions so desperately need. The online bachelor degree allows universities to obtain more
qualified students, for less cost than the school would pay for the same student to attend classes on
campus. The program provides a unique source of revenue for the schools to take advantage, through
a high rate of interest, and a low overhead cost associated with developing, and implementing the
courses.

Most online bachelor degree programs are based around a self paced structure that allows the student
to shoulder most of the burden of gaining an education, which in turn allows the school to profit from a
program in ways never before seen. Online degree programs currently are in high demand, and thus
the numbers of enrolled students goes up. Along with this the students are given a simple piece of
software, typically on the internet that they use to access the class. Besides paying the instructor,
whom acts more as a moderator in this format than an instructor, there are little other costs for an
institution when it comes to the online bachelor degree. It is a very attractive circumstance for all that
are involved.
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With the overwhelming interest in online bachelor degree programs across the nation there is surely a
feeling of growth when it comes to online courses, and the schools associated with them. There is
simply too much profit to cut them, especially in an educational world where budget cuts seem to never
end, and the cost of good faculty is consistently on the rise. For all of the above reasons it is the online
bachelor degree that should guide the best schools financially into the next decade of online
instruction. With the large amount of computer literate high school students, it is no wonder that many
online bachelor degree programs are gearing up for their highest enroliment yet.

Andy West is a freelance writer for Virginia College. Virginia College Online offers many online
bachelor degree programs. Please visit Virginia College Online at

http://www.vconline.edu/index.cfm
to

select the online program that is right for you.

Earning Your Associate's Degree Online
By Mark Woodcock

An Associate's degree, or a "two-year" degree, provides a valuable pathway to career enhancement,
and provides an educational foundation which makes it easier to earn a Bachelor's degree down the
road. Earning an Associate's degree online is a flexible, convenient, and innovative way to advance
your career and improve your education. Traditionally, going to college requires a student to physically
attend. This often requires relocating, or settling for a college because it is close to home. The
advantages of technology now afford students the opportunity to attend college outside the confines of
a traditional college, and earn a degree online. As the popularity of earning a degree online increases,
more traditional colleges are joining online—only colleges in offering educations over the Internet,
presenting students with broader educational options, not to mention flexibility and convenience.

In order to land that promotion you've worked so hard for, or attain the career of your dreams, it's often
necessary to have some type of secondary education. There are many advantages to earning your
Associate's degree online. Receiving your Associate's degree online allows you to achieve your career
goals at your own pace, without interfering with your current work commitments. You need not live
locally to attend the college of your choosing. Attending courses and submitting coursework online
eliminates the need for commuting or relocating. Convenience is another plus in earning a degree
online. A college may offer more sections of popular courses at many convenient times, including
nights and weekends, allowing you more options as to when to attend class. This allows you more
flexibility, and is ideal if you work full time and/or care for a family. In addition, who wouldn't find it
appealing to attend college from the comforts of home?

There are many types of Associate's degrees you can learn online. There is certainly a degree to suit
every educational and professional need. Some of these programs include General Education,
Information Technology, Paralegal Studies, Business, Healthcare, and various professional certificates.
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These are but a few of the programs available to study online. Most of these programs are offered at
fully accredited colleges that are recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, which is a necessity
if you have prior college credits that you wish to transfer, if you intend to continue at another college in
order to receive a Bachelor's degree, or if you want your degree recognized by your employer and any
professional organizations you are affiliated with.

You might be worried about affording an online Associate's degree. Often, financial aid is available to
online students in the form of grants, loans, and even scholarships. Also, many employers may be
willing to pay for part or all of your tuition and fees. After all, investing in your education is investing in
the firm's future as well.

The misconception of receiving your Associate's degree online is that the experience might not be as
enriching or legitimate as attending face—-to—face classes at a traditional college. The degree programs
offered online present the same opportunities for group work, independent study, and interpersonal
communications as their traditional counterparts. In fact, continuing your education online might help to
facilitate the learning process as well as develop time management and self-motivation skills. With the
prevalence of the Internet and advancements such as teleconferencing in both education and the
business world today, it is possible to come away from the experience not only with a degree, but also
with greater knowledge and comfort with technology, which could prove to enhance your career as
well. Receiving your Associate's degree online is a valuable, convenient, and flexible way to broaden

your career opportunities.
Learn the essential information for picking the right online degree course at

http://www.higher—education—online.com/online—associate—degree.html
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