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(NC)-If you plan to get a tattoo, or body piercing, you should know that there is a risk of getting
hepatitis C from old, unsterile tattooing needles that have been used on more than one customer, or
from unsterile practice by the tattoo artist (i.e. licking the tattooing needle, using the same ink or ink
containers for more than one person, or testing needle sharpness by pricking his/her hand.)

Body piercing also poses a risk of hepatitis C transmission since it involves the use of needles and
possible exposure to blood. If needles and other piercing equipment are not adequately sterilized
between customers, they could be a source of hepatitis C infection.

Don't let anyone use homemade or reused equipment (including needles, ink or jewelry) on you. Insist
on fresh, single-use, disposable needles and fresh ink in new disposable containers, and make sure
that all equipment is disinfected and sterilized with an autoclave. Be aware that cleaning with bleach or
any other disinfectant doesn't always kill the hepatitis C virus.

For more information visit Health Canada's Web site at

www.healthcanada.ca/hepc

News Canada
provides a wide selection of current, ready—to—use copyright free news stories and ideas
for Television, Print, Radio, and the Web.

News Canada


http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com

The Risks Of Piercing And Tattooing

is a niche service in public relations, offering access to print, radio, television, and now

the Internet media, with ready—-to—use, editorial "fill" items. Monitoring and analysis are two more of our
primary services. The service supplies access to the national media for marketers in the private, the
public, and the not—for—profit sectors. Your corporate and product news, consumer tips and information
are packaged in a variety of ready—to—use formats and are made available to every Canadian media
organization including weekly and daily newspapers, cable and commercial television stations, radio
stations, as well as the Web sites Canadians visit most often. Visit

News Canada
and learn more about

the NC services.

Tattoos For Women? You Bet!
By Willie Jones

It's not really known how long tattooing has been around but it's quite possibly as long as 12,000
years and we do know the ancient Egyptians practiced the art of tattooing.

One may think the art of tattooing has its history mainly with men. Not so. Women from various
cultures tattooed their bodies for a variety of reasons. Take the women from Borneo. They would mark
themselves to show what they were skilled at, such as weaving or the gatherer of medicinal herbs. This
communicated their rank as marriage material. In western Asia, girls were marked in such a way as to
show their place in society.

In the last 100 years tattooing was common among criminals, motorcyclists and gang members but in
the last 20 years this has drastically changed, so much so that approximately 50% of all tattoos are
done on women. And who are these women? These are the soccer moms, and professional women,
the women from ages of 18 to 40.

Tattooing has gone through its ups and downs over the centuries, and has even been banned many
times in different cultures for periods of time. It appears though that tattooing will never really go away.
During periods of a ban it seems to go underground until such time it is free to resurface.

Tattooing, (which is a Tahitian word meaning "to be marked") in some cultures, has only the women
being allowed to do the markings.

Today's women are free to make their own choices in regards to tattooing. It is becoming more and
more popular to have artistic designs placed just about anywhere on the body. You commonly see
tattoos adorning an ankle, or husbands or boyfriends names on a forearm. Some women like to have a
private tattoo for their spouse only.
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Even celebrities are getting them such as Pamela Anderson and Christina Applegate.

As little as twenty years ago, you did not see tattoos on women very much. Now you can go to any
beach and see a design on the lower back of many young girls tanning in the sun.

There are many types of tattoos to choose from such as gothic or Celtic design, Polynesian or Tahitian.
Our current day artists are becoming more creative in their custom patterns.

Taking the time to choose just the right design is of utmost importance because this is something you
will have to live with for the rest of your life. Tattooing the name Bob just because he is the most
current flame is probably not a wise choice especially when the real Mr. Right comes along. He may
not appreciate the constant reminder.

Should you choose to get a tattoo, make sure you are dealing with a reputable shop that is safety
conscious.

Women getting tattoos? Absolutely!

Willie Jones
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Willie is an author and researcher, artist and designer who

dedicates her work to provide people with resources, books, articles, news and information on a variety
of subjects. Tattoo Design &amp; Info at Dr Tattoo's
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