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The Road To Becoming A Licensed Engineer

By John Daye

Licensing is necessary for an engineer to prove they maintain the expected level of professional

competency. A degree alone is not enough. Practicing as an engineer involves important safety and
public health issues. For this reason, licensing is required as proof that the individual understands the
concepts, their applications and the code of ethics behind working as an engineer.

The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) governs the licensure of
engineers. They prepare all the engineering licensing exams, regardless of the state the exam is taken
in.

There are many advantages to becoming a licensed engineer. For one, only a licensed engineer may
use the initials P.E. after their name (Professional Engineer). In addition, only a licensed engineer may
use the title "engineer" to the public and become a private practitioner.

As you probably already recognize, with the uncertainties in this day and age, the more credentials you
have, the better your chances of finding employment are. Therefore, becoming a licensed engineer
only makes sense.

To summarize the steps to gaining your Professional Engineers License, most states require the
completion of an engineering degree and the passing of an 8−hour Fundamentals of Engineering exam.
Upon completion of the degree and the passing of the FE Exam, you will qualify for the EIT certificate.

Once you complete the engineering experience requirements (usually 4 years of experience is
required) and an 8−hour Principles and Practice of Engineering Exam in the your specialty, you will
qualify for official certification as a Professional Engineer and may use the initials P.E. after your name.

So once you graduate, make sure you start the licensing process (if you have not already done so) by
gaining the pre−license certificate known as the Engineers in Training (EIT) certificate. Then begin
gaining your experience. Be sure to tell your employer that you plan to become a licensed engineer.
They will usually be happy to ensure that your work experience meets the criteria for licensing.
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To learn more about getting your engineering license, please visit

http://www.engineeringcareersecrets.com/

or

http://www.mechanicalengineeringcareer.com/

When Document Authenticity Counts: Professional Seals And Professional Stamps

By Adam Raidabaugh

Many professionals - such as engineers, real estate appraisers, interior designers, land surveyors and
architects - are required to sign, stamp and/or seal documents to show they were produced by a
registered or licensed professional in that field. The purpose of a seal or stamp is to ensure that the
professional is licensed to practice that profession in a particular state under its laws and regulations.

Typically a seal or stamp is affixed to documents which are prepared under the professional's direct
supervision and for which they are responsible. Below are a few examples of when a professional seal
or professional stamp is used:

Engineer Stamps and Seals

Most states require that an engineer be licensed or registered and each registration or license is valid
only in the state in which it is granted. By stamping or sealing a document (e.g., drawings, calculations,
plans, etc.) a professional engineer is taking responsibility for the information in the document and is
certifying that he or she is licensed in the state.

Land Surveyor Stamps and Seals

Documents produced by a surveyor may be used by title companies, land owners and lending
institutions to determine property boundaries. A professional surveyor's stamp or seal shows that they
are registered in a particular state and that the plans follow that state's regulations and laws.

Architect Stamps and Seals

To work as an architect, these professionals are required to obtain specialized education and work
experience to become licensed. They stamp or seal all drawings, plans and other specs to show they
are licensed or registered by a particular state. In some instances, architects are required to have a
seal for the architecture firm as well as for the individual architect.

Requirements for Stamps and Seals Vary by State

Licensing or registration is performed by individual states because different states have different laws
and educational requirements for practicing a profession. Subsequently, each state has different
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regulations for what is to be displayed on a professional seal or stamp - and these regulations vary
between professions in the same state. For instance Iowa's architecture seal must have a diameter of
1 3/4 inches, include the name of the architect and the words "Registered Architect" along with their
Iowa registration number and the word "Iowa". In South Carolina, an architect seal is also circular and
1 3/4 inches in diameter. South Carolina also specifies that the outer circle contain the words "State of
South Carolina" at the top and "Registered Architect" at the bottom with the name of the architect, their
business location, and their registration number in the center. Thankfully, most states provide
examples of how a seal or stamp should look.

When purchasing a professional seal or professional stamp it is important that the seal or stamp meets
the guidelines set forth by your state for your profession. Some retailers keep up with each state's

requirements so that professionals order the correct item needed. Working with one of these retailers
can ensure the right information is included in the correct layout for the stamp or seal.

Adam Raidabaugh is the president of ACORN Sales Company, Inc., a leader in the marking and stamp
industry. ACORN Sales specializes in

http://www.acornsales.com/
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