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The Stuffed Animal Phenomenon

By Brittney Foster

Tomb paintings in Egypt and Mesopotamia depict pictures of stuffed animals that were used for

both religious and play purposes. These early animals were stuffed with various items that were found
around the area. The popularity of stuffed animals has never waned and has instead grown in
popularity throughout the centuries. The development of stuffed animals has been refined. It started
out with the toys being stuffed with straw, cotton and beans. Today, stuffed animals are commercially
produced and come in every imaginable creature both real and fantasy.

Children love stuffed animals. They provide a sense of comfort and children can cuddle with them and
play with them for hours. They are also educational and can lead to wonderful conversations with
parents and older siblings about various species. It can also help children enact emotional situations to
help them communicate with adults and come to terms with issues alone. The stuffed animals can
become like close friends to children. The imagination will expand when children use stuffed animals in
play.

Safety is always a concern for parents when buying any toys for children and stuffed animals are no
exception. Stuffed animals, like any toy, should be age appropriate for the child. When buying stuffed
animals for younger children, make sure the quality of the workmanship is sound so there are no easily
breakable parts or loose seams that may pose a choking hazard. Eyes, nose and mouth that are
embroidered as opposed to glued on are much safer for younger children because there is less of a
chance of these items coming off. The stuffed animals should be easily washed and soft for cuddling.
Younger children should have lighter toys that will be able to be manipulated easily and moved.

Stuffed animals for infants can be black and white such as a panda. As they grow, you can get more
colorful ones so the children can develop tactile sensations and vision acuity. Older children enjoy the
larger animals that spark the imagination. They can get lifelike animals they can play with and climb on.
The stuffed animals prove educational opportunities, comfort and play.

Often parents can use a favorite stuffed animal to explain things to a child who may be afraid of it. For
example a trip to the doctor can be acted out with the stuffed animal to show them exactly what will
happen and show them that there is nothing to be afraid of. Saying it's teddy's bedtime and he'd like
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some company can divert a child who does not want to go to bed on time. The parent can tuck in the
bear or other stuffed animal and the child will be more prone to go too just to be helpful. It instills a
sense of responsibility and discipline in the child.

A child can learn about various types of animals. Although the teddy bear and sock monkey are among
the most common types of stuffed animals, you can find every animal in a stuffed version. Your child
can have a zoo in their room that can be used for imaginative play and education about animals.
Parents can begin conversation, incorporating play with the stuffed animals, on origin, habits, care and
feeding.

Fine motor skills can also be learned with stuffed animals. There are various animals that have clothing
that you can tie, zip button and clasp so the child learns all about how to do those things for himself.
This is a great way to play dress up with both the stuffed animal and the child. Children who have
impairments can find stuffed animals with similar issues that can often provide comfort for the child.

You can find them with hearing aids or in wheelchairs. Children can relate to these toys and use them
during difficult times for comfort.

Most children have some stuffed animals in their toy collection and love them. They can be a great
comfort when upset or when sleeping. Parents can interact with their children using stuffed animals
that will bring a variety of various educational and communication opportunities. Always make sure
when buying stuffed animals that there are safety precautions that are met so that no choking hazards
are presented and that the child will be able to enjoy the toy without harm. Also when buying stuffed
animals, choose a variety of different types so that the child is exposed to different species of animals.
The teddy bear is the most popular stuffed animal but you can also buy lions, tigers, ducks, snakes and
just about any animal you can imagine.

http://www.monkeybeantoys.com

are making a comeback in todays society. If your child is into stuffed

animals we suggest one of our

http://www.monkeybeantoys.com/jellycat−stuffed−animals.aspx

!

Animal Photos Not Just For Kids Anymore

By I Henman

Many people think that pictures of animals are just for children, but boy are they all mistaken. They
might look at cute animal photos when they are small, but as they grow, they assume that, like cuddly
stuffed bears, these pictures of animals are best left to childhood. Oh sure, trying to be cute, their boss
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might leave animal photos up around the office as a pleasant, if boring decoration, but no one ever
thinks about these pictures at all. I really do think that this is a great shame. As a professional animal
photographer, it should be no surprise that I like animal photos, but the reasons might be things that
you have never thought about.

One of the greatest things about animal photos is that they really can capture any emotion that you can
think about. People are often reserved about showing what is going on inside them, but reserve is not
really anything that shows up too frequently among the members of the animal kingdom. In animal
photos, we have the chance to see practically any emotion, from the tenderness of a mother cat caring
for her young, to the fierceness of a lion pouncing for the kill, to the sly disdain of a baboon, leaving its
friends behind for new fun.

Many people believe that we are not really seeing these expressions in animal photos, and that what
we are seeing is just a reflection of our own emotions that we want to pin on animals, but anyone who
has spent any time with animals at all knows that this is simply not true. When we look at animal
photos, we are looking out at our own emotions, not because we put them there, but because animals
are really very strikingly similar to us. Dogs really do feel loyalty and friendliness quite often. You can
tell if you have a pet dog what the expressions in dog animal photos really mean. Cats really are quite
evil and sneaky, not because their tiny, creepy eyes look that way in animal photos, but because that is
their natural temperament. Animals are less intelligent than we are, and are more driven by instinct, but
that does not change the fact that they feel real emotions the same as we do. It does not take animal
photos to show most of us the truth of this statement, but looking at pictures of animals can help to
confirm it again and again.

For more information about animal photos, and other types of photos and photography please check
out website at Photography Tips.

http://www.allphotographytips.com
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