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A few weeks ago I received an email from my ISP company. For those who don't know what that is, it's
a company which hosts websites. This particular organisation is very large and very well known. I'll call
it 'Wahoo!' The email was to the effect that due to an error on their part, Wahoo! had not been billing
me for the last six months. Since the fault was theirs they were going to cut their losses and not charge
me.

Very civilized of them to write off the back−payments like that, I thought, and then I forgot about it for a
week in my usual efficient manner. After all, we were only talking about a few dollars a month. A week
after the first bland and kindly email another one came. No more Mr Nice Guy. This one announced
that Wahoo! intended to delete my site in three days, and would I like to back up my files? Ok, I
thought, no problem. I should have backed up my files some time ago; this would teach me a lesson.

It was only when I sat down to begin saving my pages that I realized I didn't know how to do it! I called
in a friend who was attending an evening class in computer maintenance, and he couldn't do it either. I
should explain here that I started my website two years ago and there were now 112 pages on it.
Some of these were link pages and some contained only one image (enlargements of smaller images),
but still − a lot of pages.

Having begun in complete ignorance I'd like to think that now I'm almost an expert in designing web
pages, or at least my own pages, although I'm not sure I would have started at all if I'd known how
much work was involved. On the other hand I'm not so good on the basic, ordinary computer
operations, as I was finding out.

By this time the cut−off point was just two days away and it was the week−end, as it always is when the
ship starts to sink. I now pressed the panic button. You know when Ripley clicks home the detonater in
'Alien' and the klaxon starts up, the ship fills with steam and that annoying 'speaking clock' voice starts
to count down the seconds? That was me. (Nobody can hear you scream in your computer room). At
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least Ripley had a gun the size of a small car to give her confidence. Anyway, I finally managed to find
a professional who was willing to give up his week−end to help out − for a price. Even he took a day to
figure out how to save my pages.

I'd never phoned Wahoo! before but now I thought I ought to contact them to explain that I'd been

working on my site for two years and surely it would be better for them to keep my domain open and
just accept a payment from my visa card.
For some reason I'd always thought Wahoo! was in California, perhaps Silicon Valley, but they turned
out to be in Texas, which I suppose explains why they call themselves Ya... I mean Wahoo! Anyway,
after I'd tapped in the usual half−a−dozen choices via my phone keys, I finally got through to the right
department. The girl on the line was pleasant, helpful and informative. She even told me that it was
raining in Texas. I said I didn't think it ever rained in Texas and did she know that Dallas was named
after my little village (pop. 200)in Scotland? She said no, but she thought Houston was named after
Sam Houston.

That was really the high point of the conversation. She finished by saying that my site was due to be
axed in twenty−four hours and that, much as she regretted it, there was nothing she or anybody else
could do about it. However, I was welcome to upload as many pages as I liked after I had
re−registered, and have a nice day.

Well, I know when I'm beaten. I could feel the weight of a mighty corporation behind her words, like you
do when a policeman pulls you over. Ok, I thought, let's try a small company, and why not one that's a
little closer to Scotland than the Lone Star state.

I chose one in England. I explained my problem on the phone and the guy said they had a very
efficient, friendly service, so I paid my subscription and signed up. That was five days ago and I've not
been able to contact them on the phone since. Hmm...

Meanwhile Ya... I mean Wahoo! have re−installed my site address, minus the contents, so I now have
two websites − both empty.

Yep, looks like it's gonna be a long, hard winter.Herd 'em up, move 'em out − Yahoo!
James Collins
http://www.pet−portraits−scotland.com
email: collinsdallasart@tiscali.co.uk

James Collins is an artist, writer and musician who lives in the Scottish Highlands. These days he
specialises in portraits of pets and other animals, but he still finds time to paint and draw the beautiful
and rugged landscape of Scotland. He lives with his wife, daughter and three dogs in a house
overlooking the Moray Firth.

Horseback Riding Vacations In USA
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By Jason Hanna

California's Northern Coast Trail Riding Vacation

Horseback riding along the serene California coast is a wonderful experience and the five−day
California Northern Coast Trail can put you in close touch with nature. Your base camp for the first part
of the horseback trail ride vacation will be a spectacular seaside inn and on the last day you will run
across the backcountry to the century inn in a coastal town that will be reminiscent of its 19th century
environments. Deer, foxes and bobcats still roam in the trails that you will explore while on your trail
ride. You will be able to enjoy riding on a Tennessee walking horse because of its gentle nature and its
swift gait.

Horseback riding on this trail will take you through coastal grassland and creeks. Against the backdrop
of the Pacific Ocean you will meet interesting wildlife such as hawks, herons, deer and even coyote
and bobcats. The weariness of the whole day can be eliminated under the open skies with the
"California outdoor hot tub".

Colorado Horseback Riding Vacations

Mountain Trail Ride

The High Meadows Ranch is situated near Steamboat Springs, Colorado and it reminds you of the
past when the beautiful states of America were being established. Horseback riding will take you to
unimaginable areas where porcupines, elks, eagles, mule deer and hawks can be observed. You will
have to trot, walk or canter depending on the trail conditions. You will see meadows full of wildflowers
and Aspen tree groves.

Horseback riding in this undulating terrain needs sturdy horses and comfortable saddle seats. The
western horses and saddles provided here are ideally suited for these requirements and the
Strawberry Park Hot Springs provide much−needed relief when the rider wants to relax muscles.

Fishing at Silver Creek and campfire cooking are the added attractions that will allure you to this
Colorado Horseback riding vacation.

Texas' Roundup Trail Ride

This trail is situated near Graham in West Texas. Its rugged terrain, the Brazos River and the Blue
Herons that fly over it make it perfect for horseback riding. Natural Horsemanship that creates a boding
between the rider and the horse can easily be learnt here.

Moreover, you will learn how to gather cattle especially the Corriente and Texas Longhorns. The fun
will increase when you learn how to hold the herd and the technique of moving the herd from one place
to another. You will get the feeling of a traditional cowboy. The other important learning opportunity is
the setting up of a Chuck Wagon and packing of a packhorse.

These are great horseback riding vacations which you must experience if you are inclined towards
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horsemanship.

The Source is a the owner of Luv Pets and a contributing writer for Animals For the Family.
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