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Thinking of starting your own newsletter

By Vern Anderson
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Since I have only been at this for five
months, I am in no way a pro.

I can however give you the pro's and cons
of having your own newsletter.

OK let's start with the pros.

You get recognition

You can place your own ads for free.

You get to have your own opt−in list.

You find there are still very nice people
out there, reading your newsletter.

You can post your articles for other ezines
to use, creating advertising for you.

With a large enough subscriber base you
can sell ads to other marketers, once you
can do this, you can start getting back
some of the bucks you spent getting to
this position. (I HOPE)

You also have a sense of pride, that in
some small way, you may have made someone's
day a little better.
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Now let's take a look at the cons.

Before I start the cons, I want to tell
you this. Don't let this talk you out of
starting your own newsletter. I am convinced
this is the thing to do if you plan on
staying on the internet and marketing.

You can start out without spending money,
until your subscriber base gets to seventy
five to one hundred. Then look out, because

it starts to overwhelm you.

You are trying to send out one hundred emails
by hand, using copy and paste.

You are receiving emails with subscribe in
the subject line, and you are putting them
on your opt−in list manually.

You print each and every subscribe, so if
you get accused of using spam, you have proof
that they signed up of their own free will.

You keep all of these in a special three
ring binder, hoping you will never need them.

You try many many things as I have to try to
handle all this without spending money.

Finally, you tell yourself, I just can't keep
up and I must do something different. So you
start looking for that free service, that will
do this for you.

After looking at different options for a few
days, you decide, I will not turn all of my
subscribers over to any one else.

You are afraid of the horror stories of sites
selling these list for the money involved. So
you decide, I will do this myself, where I have
control of my subscribers, and no one else.
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Let me tell you what I did, and hopefully you
will know better than to do this. I purchased
a cgi script, since I know how to install cgi
programs.

I didn't think this thru good enough, or I would
have known, that this was not what I should be
doing.

I paid, "hang onto your hat" $99.95 for this script.
If you read my newsletter, you know what happened.
My web host went down for about ten hours, and the
end result was, I lost my entire subscriber list.

Thank God, I had most of it in my printed file as
people subscribed. Think of the fun I had going

thru over three hundred pieces of paper, setting
up a new list.

On that very day, I said to myself, "Vern" that's
what I call myself, most of the time. The other
times, I can't put in print. I said this is going
to change, before this happens again.

I tried many programs, ranging in price from $199.95
to $499.95. Some were so hard to setup, that you
needed to be a computer expert to set it up.

I finally decided on Postmaster, $299.95, going to
$349.95 very soon. I picked it, because a dummy
like me can set it up.

I feel confident now that I can collect my subscribers
info without having to worry about it.

Putting out this newsletter, takes time away from my
advertising, but I think the advertising I get by
putting it out, out weighs the time I missed promoting.

PS. If you are thinking of starting your own newsletter,
(do it.) Send me the way to subscribe, and I will.

Vern AndersonAuthor of (Show Me The Way) ebook beingshown at the Ebook Palace101 South
Cherry StreetLexington, Illinois
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Starting an Ezine from Scratch

By Brandy Bonnett
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Starting an ezine, or online newsletter, is a great
way to keep in touch with customers and build your
profits. There are many low cost and free ways of
building subscribers. Unlike traditional advertising,
you can advertise to your list over and over. You can
also allow others to purchase advertising in your
newsletter.

Several website owners will send you subscribers for
free and in turn you will give each subscriber a free
one time ad. The disadvantage to this is that some
subscribers will unsubscribe as soon as you run their
free ad.
http://www.10dollars20ads.com
http://www.twodollarads.com
http://www.maxcashfast.com
http://adhomebase.com

To build your newsletter quickly several sites allow
you to pay a fee per subscriber. You will usually pay
a fee of 20−30 cents per subscriber. This is a great
way to build your ezine, the downside is that it is
expensive.
http://www.funezines.com
http://www.newsletters4free.com
http://www.fun−lotto.com
http://www.itsaworld.net/powersub

One of the best ways to build your ezine is to write
articles for other newsletters and include a promotion
of your newsletter at the bottom of the article. Many
editors accept article submissions from writers who
are knowledgeable about the subject matter of their
newsletter. You can write the editor individually and
ask if they accept articles or you can go to an
article submission sites. A few of the better article
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submission sites are listed below.
http://www.marketing−seek.com
http://www.ezine−ads−ezine−advertising.com
http://www.websource.net

The next step to starting an ezine is getting a
listserver. This tool allows you to easily add contact
to your list and send messages to hundreds or
thousands of people at once. Many free listservers
including topica and yahoo groups exist on the web.
However, it may be to your advantage to pay for a more
advanced listserver with no advertisements.
http://www.topica.com
http://www.yahoogroups.com
http://www.optinlightning.com
http://www.responsys.com
http://www.add2it.com

Brandy Bonnett is the publisher of the ezine Steps toFreedom. Steps to Freedom is dedicated to
helpingreaders achieve financial freedom. Subscribe now athttp://www.stepstofreedom. Our ebook
package islocated at http://www.stepstofreedom.net/ebooks
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