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President Bush's first term is over; we can now look at what he accomplished. A President should be
judged on what he promised the voters during his campaign. Voters should compare what he
promised, to what he delivered.

Look at some of what President Bush wanted to accomplish in his first term: A better public education
system, fiscal responsibility, and less Federal involvement in the affairs of the fifty States. Let's look at
each of these goals President Bush set for himself.

President Bush increased Federal spending on education by 83%. He signed a bill called "No Child left
Behind." This bill established a set of Federal mandates to the fifty states; many of which are not
funded. Not one single educator | have discussed this bill with thinks it will help Indiana; in fact, all of
them feel that it will hurt our school systems. With all of this extra spending and this extra layer of
beauracracy what has happened to the test scores of our school children? Unfortunately, they have
dropped even further. | would give President Bush an "F" on education reform. He sure spent a lot of
money; but, spending more money and adding another layer of administrators is not the way to fix the
system.

After being elected in 2000, President Bush promised more fiscal responsibility. He inherited a 5.6
trillion dollar deficit. The Federal deficit is now over 7.6 trillion dollars. Our Republican Congress,
Republican Senate, and Republican President have increased the Federal deficit by one third in four
short years. The Republican Party can no longer call themselves fiscal conservatives. Our Federal
deficit is so high that our currency has sunk to new lows against foreign currency. The main reason for
the plunge of the dollar is foreign investors are concerned about the massive debt that our government
is incurring. There is no doubt that President Bush receives an "F" for fiscal responsibility. Our children
and grand children will regret the spending excesses of our generation.

President Bush got his start in politics as the Governor of Texas. He often said that the Federal
government should stay out of the business of the fifty states. He often said that local and state
governments can spend the tax payer's money better then the distant Federal government. On this


http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com

Three of President Bush's failures in his first term

point, President Bush and | agree. So what has President Bush done to remove power from the
Federal government and pass it back to the fifty states as our Constitution intended?

During the last four years the Federal government has taken even more power from the fifty states.
President Bush has done the exact opposite of what he promised. "No Child left Behind" is a perfect
example of going in the wrong direction. "No Child left Behind" mandates rules to the fifty states
instead of giving them more power to handle things locally.

The Federal government is extorting the fifty states for all kinds of reasons. In the last three years the
Federal government has withheld over thirty million dollars of Indiana's highway funds because they
feel that we do not comply with the Federal "open container laws." How did "open container laws"
become a Federal issue in the first place, it is absurd. President Bush must yet again receive a grade

of "F" on restoring power to the fifty states and that is a shame. | feel that one of his best ideas was
restoring power to the fifty states.

The Libertarian Party of Allen County stands for fiscal responsibility, the rights of the fifty states,
personal responsibility and accountability, and less government regulation in our lives. If you would like
to learn more please contact me at 260—-338-0833 or see us online at AllenCountyLP.org.

Mike is happily married and has a wonderful wife and two wonderful kids. Mike has become politically
active to protect his children's futures.
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| recently read an article at Black America Web, one of my favorite news sources, and was taken back
by the opinion of one of the writers. In a nutshell, she said that Black Republicans are just selfish.

We don't have the exact numbers from the 2004 election yet, but a lot of buzz has been going around
the past few weeks about Bush's black numbers. The Joint Center for Political & Economic Studies
conducted a research survey suggesting that Bush will probably double his black vote in 2004 from the
paltry 9% in 2000.

In her commentary, the writer sees selfishness and lack of racial identity as the reason blacks would
increase their support of a man who has been nothing less than 'negligent and hostile' to them.

Why is it so hard to understand that we are all not defined by our skin color? We are human beings,
and just as white/Asian/Hispanic or any other kind of Americans tend to lean right when they get some
cheese, so do black folks. So yes, there might be a part of that, but | wouldn't call it selfish. Fiscal
conservativism is not exclusive to any race.
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Her reference to the values appeal underestimates our intelligence. She seems to think that blacks
support Bush's values out of hatred for gays and non—Christians. Bush's value statement isn't just
about the gay marriage amendment or stuffing faith in our face, which is arguably the wrong choice. It's
about traditional values; especially traditional family values which it seems as if liberals are deeming
politically incorrect. Many blacks are seeing the demise of the black family and the damage it is doing
to our children a result of our rejection of the values that got us through much harder times than we
face now and no longer believe that its purely racism.

Overall, | disagree with the article but it's important to read because it shows a growing age and class
disconnect within the black community that can only work to our overall disadvantage.

The article in question, can be found at
http://www.blackamericaweb.com/site.aspx/bawnews/mathis1025

Angela Winters is a freelance writer and author of over twelve novels. She writes articles on race,
politics and diversity. Located in the Washington DC area, Angela has written for The Laurel Leader,
Popandpolitics.com, Watchblog, Centerfield and Politopics among others.
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