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TiVo will change your life... for the better. Plain and simple: record shows by telling TiVo to record them
(not when, what channel, how long, etc.), record all new episodes of X, record all movies w/ so−and−so
in them, etc.

High Points:

Most people know the basics of the concept. Here's the low−down on the things I'm asked most...

1. You can record one thing and watch something else already recorded.

2. You can get a dual tuner TiVo, but you'll need two SEPARATE feeds to the TiVo (i.e., two lines from
your satellite dish). Then you can record 2 things at once or watch one/record another. These are more
expensive, but you can get a DirecTiVo w/ dual tuner cheaper and then the monthly TiVo fee is about
half normal.

3. Pause live TV − if you don't realize the value of this, I can't explain it. :)

TiVo has many different versions which all some slight variations. If you want to go beyond 'average
guy' level, check out this forum.

Comparison to ReplayTV:

TiVo seems to have a better interface from what I've seen and what others have said. It's easier to use.
However, ReplayTV is more easily hackable − you can access it from the web and the PC easier to
convert/archive shows, etc. I have a DVD recorder for this which is another post for another time.

Both can be made to do mostly the same things, but you get the idea.

My Suggestion
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I recommend the DirecTiVo Hughes HDVR2 (dual tuner) w/ the Triple LNB dish (this is the oval dish w/
4 lines from it and it's HDTV ready). It's got the satellite converter box built in so it's only one box to
deal w/, the TiVo monthly fee is less and it's dual tuner.

This model isn't as hackable as some TiVo's, but it can do some and if you want to go beyond the
basics than you probably haven't read this far.

Sites:

http://www.dvrinfospot.com

http://www.TiVo.com

http://www.TiVoCommunity.com

http://www.WeaKnees.com

Bear Cahill runs: The Armchair Geek (www.thearmchairgeek.com), Webpage Hosting Info
(www.webpagehostinginfo.com), Go To College Online (www.gotocollegeonline.com) and The Video
Exchange Community (www.videoexchange.org)

A New Meaning To The Way We Perceive Television

By Andrew Smith

TiVo is a consumer video device that allows end users to capture their favorite television programs to
an internal hard drive. Since its introduction in 1999, TiVo has attracted an ever−growing number of
clients. Although TiVo is, in fact, very similar to video recorders, the technologies it employs are
complex and sophisticated, allowing more freedom of choice and better selections to be made by the
user. The device not only records the programs that the user specifies but also presents other related
material that is of potential interest.

All the information is stored on a non−removable hard drive, which offers plenty of space. You can
record up to 140 hours on your TiVo, selecting the exact programs that you are interested in. The box
then does its job recording everything you wanted while you are "out living life", as TiVo makers state.
Additional features include the fact that you can pause a live show being recorded and replay it. The
user also has the option of "time shifting" a program - viewing it without waiting for the recording to
complete. Another useful feature is the slow motion mode, which enables you to watch that favorite
sports scene over and over in great detail. You also have the option of searching a show by title, actor,
genre or keyword, bringing the TiVo experience closer to the realm of the World Wide Web. And
speaking of the Internet, you can set up the recordings on line as well. The device was quickly
accepted by viewers in USA and Great Britain, where this service is available. Today the company has
around 5 million subscribers in America for its Tivo service. The TiVo box is easy to set up and
works with antenna, cable, digital cable, satellite or any other combinations. You also need to activate

TiVo: An Introduction for the Few Who Don't Know Yet

2



the TiVo service, which enables you usage of the box and grants you access to all the device's
features. TiVo's creators were TiVo Inc., a company started by Time Warner's Full Service Network
and Silicon Graphics. To find out more about TiVo go to their website at

.

There is no doubt Tivo has expanded the arrey of choice of entertainment in the American living room.
It has been a great addition, especially for the busy way of American life as it has given them an added
way to organise their living.

Andrew Smith is owner of HowToAll How to do things. Find how−to articles on various topics
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