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Tips For Avoiding Adoption Fraud

By Karl Hinsworth

For many people, adoption is a wonderful way to have a child and start a family. Although not an

easy decision for the birth mother or the adoptive parents, with the assistance of a reputable adoption
agency and facilitator, good matches can be made and the adoption process successful and with little
stress. In addition to agencies, adoptive parents can also find children independently through local
newspaper advertisements or on the internet through various registry services.

Take the online option for example. With this, if you were interested in adopting, you would have the
possibility of viewing profiles to include in−depth details about both birth mother, possibly birth father,
and the baby if born, along with photographs. However, this type of service also benefits the birth
mother and/or father in that they too can view potential parents for the baby. Once a connection is
made, initial communication would take place via email, phone, or letters, allowing each party to share
information or ask questions.

If the two parties believe there is a potential match, a meeting would be scheduled to meet in person.
The thing to remember is that most adoption processes, even those done independently go very well.
Unfortunately, as with many things, there is a slight risk, especially when using the internet to look for a
baby in which a woman may pretend to be pregnant just to get the money. You see, many adoptions
for pregnant women will involve her living expenses being paid until the baby is born, on top of a large
fee that generally starts around $10,000.

Keep in mind that if you are interested in adopting, use good, common sense. In other words, pay
attention to things said, follow up on information provided, and if at any time your gut instinct says
something is not quite right, listen. In fact, even if you choose an independent adoption, we still
strongly recommend you have an adoption attorney to assist. In this case, the attorney would be
responsible for doing some research, drawing up legal papers, handling the money, and so on.

Two of the most common signs associated with adoption fraud are pressure and guilt from the birth
mother and/or father. In other words, if you start being pressured for more money, or the birth
mother/father begins to put a guilt trip on you for money, food, clothing, and other items beyond the
agreement, you should take this as a red flag. Additionally, the birth mother should always be willing to
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release medical information to you and answer any questions you might have. If this information is held
back, you should wonder why.

Other warning signs would include the birth mother/father living in motels or being transients, the
mother refusing to accept medical care, and a birth mother/father not providing you with a phone
number and address where she/he can be reached. Again, most adoption processes go smoothly,
connecting a birth mother with adoptive parents who will love and cherish the child. However, the more
you can learn about the adoption process and meet with other parents in your same situation the more
empowered you become to ensure you do not become involved with fraud,as well as a broken heart.

Karl Hinsworth is the owner and writer for the website

http://www.adoptionmesa.com

which a site

dedicated to researching Adoption related topics and contains all the very latest Adoption news and
views. For more details please visit

http://www.adoptionmesa.com

Adoption Is A Great Option

By Analeese Burnabaker

Are you hoping to expand your family by adding a child or children to your home? If so, then you are
probably busy considering all of your options for becoming a parent. Of course, there is the option of
having your own biological children, which most people go for, but then there is also the option of
adoption.

Quite honestly, I had never seriously considered the option of adoption until quite recently. I have been
married for many years and have had no problems getting pregnant, and I always just assumed that
adoption was only for people who had trouble having biological children of their own. I am so grateful
that my perspective was expanded recently by a friend.

I guess it was ignorance that led me to believe that adoption was only a backup plan for couples who
were trying to have a family. Perhaps because I didn't know anyone who had gone through an
adoption for a child simply because they felt like they wanted to. That is, until I met my friend Kate.

Kate and her husband have been married for several years. They are able, as far as they know, to
parent biological children, yet they have decided instead to go with adoption for building their family. As
Kate told me this over coffee one day, I couldn't help but stop her and ask why. Why would she and
Mike go through the somtimes awful process of adoption when they could get pregnant on their own?
And why, more importantly, would they put themselves through all of the emotional trauma that comes
with adoption when they could just have their own kids?
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Kate laughed and then began to explain the process that she and Mike went through in deciding on
adoption. She explained to me that they simply have become overwhelmed with the amount of need in
the world and they have determined that adoption is one small but significant way that they can
contribute to making the world a better place. Kate and Mike believe that everyone has a role to play in
making the world better, and for them, they are committed to adoption. They are committed to taking
children into their homes that might otherwise bounce from home to home in the foster care system
and never actually be adopted.

If you are looking for a way to do something great for a child, for your family, and for the world,
consider adoption. Of course, it is a much more complex issue than I can discuss here. Do some
research, talk with your spouse and anyone you know that has gone through the adoption process.

Analeese Burnabaker is a family therapist who has been studying the affects of adoption on the family
for several months now. Kate and Mike's story intrigued her. See

http://www.funadoption.info

for more

on adoption.
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