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Tips For Spring Gardening

By Claire Quaty

It happens every year. One day it's blustery, bleak, and cold, and the next it's warm and sunny. You
want to begin spring gardening, but you didn't prepare like you should have. What do you do? It's easy.

Spring gardening can be a fun and relaxing activity, especially if it's done correctly. By following these
simple tips, you will make the most out of spring gardening.

The first step to spring gardening is sharpening your tools. Go early and have all your tools, such as
shovels, hoes, and pruning shears sharpened to a fine edge.

You may even want to splurge on buying a second, well-sharpened blade for your lawnmower. That
way you will have a spare if the one currently on your lawnmower needs to be taken to be sharpened.
A sharp mower blade is very important is you want to have a beautiful lawn. Dull blades can injure your
grass and allow disease to creep in, which can be costly in the long run to correct.

If you plan to put in a new lawn or plant bed, or if you had problems getting things to grow properly last
year, you may want to call for soil testing. A soil test will tell you exactly what type of fertilizers and/or
soil conditioners are needed to assure your yard looks the best it can.

A very helpful tip for spring gardening, especially if you need a little help getting your yard into shape,
is contacting landscaping professionals early. The later in the season you call, the better your chances
are of having to be put on a waiting list.

You may also want to make arrangements early to buy sod or for sod delivery if you plan to putin a
new lawn. You should choose only moist rolls. Any that have dry roots or yellowed turf are no good.

Keeping a journal is a great way to keep track of plants during spring gardening. You can write down
what was a success last year, what was a failure, and what plants should be moved with the change of
seasons. It will not only prove useful this year, but also next year when you may not remember all of
the small details.
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A definite must is throwing away any outdated chemicals. Following the instructions are the label are
easy. Also check to make sure those you are keeping are stored where children and pets cannot get to
them.

Tilling the soil where you plan to begin your spring gardening is important. Your soil should contain no
ice crystals. Handfuls of the soil should easily crumble.

When should you begin planting? This frequently asked question can easily be answered. Weather,
soil conditions, and what you are going to plant are the answers.

Lastly, while engaging in spring gardening you have to remember to prune. Since, for some plants, the

flowers that will come up next year have set within 10 days of the end of a bloom, timing is very
important.

Now that you know what to do, your spring gardening won't be so much of a chore, but more of a
pleasure.
The latest work of Juan can be found at:

http://www.gardeningtip.info

What's in Store for National Home Gardening Club Members?
By Nicky Pilkington
The National Home Gardening Club offer many benefits to its members.

It is said to be the largest home gardening organization with paid membership. For a nominal fee,
various benefits are available.

If you choose to become a member the National Home Gardening club, you will be entitled to the
following perks.

1. Members can enter competitions to win free gardening products such as gardening accessories,
tools, and other gardening supplies.

2. A coupon will be given to members to claim a free gardening shears.
3. Members can also access a free trial subscription of the Gardening How-To Magazine.

4. They may be eligible to test and keep gardening tools such as pruning shears. These are some of
the products tested by members in the past two issues of the Gardening How-To magazine:

- Honda Harmony Lawn Mower
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- Miracle-Gro Garden Weed Preventer

- Sunflower Garden

— Cobra Head Precision Weeder and Cultivator
— Preen 'n Green

5. Members can enjoy a free directory of public gardens, which contains information about lush
gardens, arboretums, and conservatories throughout the US.

6. They can interact and talk about tips, ideas and methods with other members.

7. Members can obtain gardening and landscaping tips and plans for the completion of various
gardening projects.

8. They have access to the members—only gardening website.
9. Members can also preview gardening books, gardening videos, etc.

Indeed, the for-members—only benefits are that grandiose. They are all for the gardening enthusiasts to
grab.

After the 30—day trial, you can continue your membership for only $1 per month.

Many garden—-lovers think this is a small price to pay for all these privileges.
Find out more about gardening at

http://aboutgardening.org
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