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Tips for Creating a Successful Personal Online Dating Profile

Your profile is the key to meeting your perfect match at online dating and personals services so it's
surprising that many profiles are mediocre at best. With a little extra time, thought and effort, and the
help of these tips, you can make yours a winner and attract a large pool of admirers to take your pick
from.

Invent a distinctive username:

Your username (nickname) is the first hint at what kind of person you are. It needs to be original and
memorable, while somehow summing you up − not easy in a dozen letters or so!

For ideas, think about your interests, background, location and personality. For instance, an outgoing
person from Phoenix might choose PhoenixSparkler, an avid skier with a wild streak might be
SnowTiger. Humor's great (I recently spotted MissBehaving) but overly sentimental (LetMeBeTheOne),
meaningless (Vyc2DX) or desperate sounding (SoLonelyInOhio) names are a turn off.

Give yourself time: think of a name before sitting down to complete your profile, as well as a couple of
backup options. It's amazing how many "original" names are in use already. Most services spit out
alternatives but they're usually unimaginative and full of numbers.

Write a compelling headline:

Your opening line, or headline, is like the first thing you see on an ad: it should compel people to read
on and find out more about you. Don't be apologetic about being there − "I don't normally do this sort of
thing" − and don't begin (as thousands do) with "My name's Bob, I'm 25 and live in Boise." This isn't
compelling. It's not even interesting. "Born in Boise, Heading for Barbados" is more the thing. It's
intriguing without being confusing, and raises questions: is Bob a traveler, a dreamer or working for an
international company? Only one way to find out - read on!
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Again, it's not easy. If you get stuck, a favorite line from a song, book or movie can say lot about you -
who you like and/or what you believe in − and stands out to other people who love it too.

Post at least one photo:

For 75% of online daters, the photo is the first thing they look for when browsing through profiles. Not
surprisingly, profiles with photos get ten to fifteen times the response of those without. Including a
photo is a must! But beware, some photos do more harm than good. Big offenders are photos that
show you with someone else, or even worse, part of someone else. (It might not be your ex, or your
ex's body part, but people have no way of knowing.)

If you don't have a suitable photo, get one taken, and keep it real − glamour shots could come back to
haunt you. Think about asking a friend to pick out a photo that they think looks most like you. Make
sure people don't have to squint at the screen to see what you look like, and be sure to smile!

Check the right boxes:

Most profiles have a hefty component of check boxes - age group, sex, and so on. It's a basic thing
but when researching sites I do it a lot myself: check the wrong boxes or forget to change them from a
default setting that isn't right for me. And I'm not alone. Believe it or not, a common mistake among
online daters is choosing the wrong sex of their ideal partner. So, take care over these basic but
important details.

Check your grammar and spelling:

You might be the most intelligent person on the planet but if you rush your profile and don't check your
spelling and grammar you're not going to come across well to anyone who values intelligence. You
might like to prepare your freestyle entries using a program with spelling and grammar checkers, then
paste them into your profile.

Avoid clichés:

Unfortunately, a lot of people say the same thing in the same way as everyone else. It's boring at best
and unbelievable at worst. Can we really believe that so many people "exercise regularly and keep in
good shape"? Also, use a thesaurus to replace well−worn words like "good" and "nice" with more
interesting, meaningful alternatives that add spice and sparkle to your profile.

Make your meaning clear:

Your spelling and grammar might be perfect but sometimes your words can convey a completely
different meaning from what you intended. Give your profile a thorough reading to avoid potentially
embarrassing or damaging misinterpretations!

Stick to your own style:
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Many online dating profiles include sections where you can express yourself in your own words. It's a
chance to make yourself more human and "real," and other members can pick up lots of interesting
information about you - clues they might find appealing − from the way you express yourself. Don't
block the process by suddenly adopting a style and tone that isn't really you.

Focus on your unique qualities:

It's our unique qualities that make us attractive − and to some, very attractive! When you have a chance
to describe yourself, let these qualities shine. Skip the things that people take for granted (and have in
common) and focus on the things that make you, "you."

Perhaps you speak another language, have an unusual skill or interest, or something you feel
passionately about. Small things count too. If you change your hair color every other day or have an
addiction to triple hot chili sauce, say so. People who share or appreciate your unique qualities will
tune right in and they make great conversation starters if they decide to make a move!

Flatter yourself - it's allowed!:

If you're good at something or proud of yourself for something, go ahead and blow your own trumpet.
Confidence (not to be confused with a raging ego!) is an attractive quality and there are plenty of ways
to flatter yourself while sounding modest: "My friends say I'm..." or, "If I had to describe one thing about
myself that I like..."

Be honest:

Many people can't resist the urge to be less than completely honest when writing their online personals
profile. Women tend to lie about their appearance and men about their status and physical prowess.
There's really no need. Online dating and personals services have thousands if not millions of
members. You've got a great chance of meeting someone who's attracted to the real you, warts and
all. Of course, there's no need to tell your darkest secrets - just keep it real. You'll be able to pursue
relationships without having to worry about all the lies you've spun. Honesty is an attractive trait.

Be passionate about your passions:

If you have a hobby or interest that you're absolutely passionate about, that takes up a lot of your time
and energy, go ahead and rave about it. It's better that people know up front how important it is to you,
and fellow fanatics will tune right in!

Be careful with humor:

Humor's great but a super−dry or tongue−in−cheek sense of humor may not work well in writing. People
don't know you and can't see the twinkle in your eye. You'll have ample opportunity to display your
brand of wit when you're communicating one−on−one with other members.

Say it with feeling:
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Too many profiles read like a job application with flat phrases like, "I enjoy skiing, cooking and
photography" which don't really tell us much. Add emotions, thoughts and feelings into the mix. The
idea is to showcase your personality and make a connection on an emotional level.

Be positive:

Our bugbears say something about the type of person we are but keep them to a minimum in your
profile or they'll say something bad! Focus on the things that make you feel good and you'll come
across as a fun date.

Don't dwell on past relationships:

Too much talk of past relationships is a sure way to scare off potential dates. It doesn't show much
commitment to moving along in life with someone new. However, some services touch on the subject
in their profiles in which case you can give it a more interesting, positive twist by talking in general
terms about lessons learned, where you are today and what your hopes are for future relationships.

Describe your ideal match in your own words:

If you have an opportunity to describe the type of person you're looking to meet in your own words, use
it. If someone reads your profile and likes you, they'll know right away whether or not they're a likely
candidate for your affections. On the other hand, don't be too picky or demanding! One idea is to limit
yourself to the three or four attributes that you value most in a partner and perhaps one big turn off
(you want to keep it positive overall).

Describe the kind of dates you enjoy:

Make it easy for people to ask you on a date by giving them an idea of the kind of dates you enjoy. For
instance, "I like a relaxing atmosphere where you can chat and get to know someone," or, "Doing
something new and exciting together is a great way to get to know someone."

Promote yourself as a great date:

When someone likes what they read in your profile, they'll probably wonder what kind of date you'd
make. In other words, you seem interesting and attractive but would you be the date from hell? Put this
question to rest with upfront information that paints a great picture of what it would be like to date you.
For instance, perhaps you're a good listener who likes a quiet, relaxing atmosphere where you can talk
and get to know someone, or a sociable energetic type who thinks that doing something new and
exciting together is the best way to get to know someone.

When your admirers know you're on the same page in terms of dating style, they're more likely to take
the next step and ask you out, or at least to get to know you better, confident you'll be a great date.
And if your dating styles are completely out of tune, at least you've avoided finding it out the hard way −
on that date from hell.
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Create a Master Profile:

Save all your profile information and entries in a master file so you don't have to start from scratch if
you're planning on using more than one service. Profiles vary considerably from service to service but
many parts will be similar.

Make Changes:

Last but not least, don't forget that your profile isn't written in stone! It's fast and easy to make any
changes you like, so don't fret too much about perfection!

Copyright 2004 Caroline Mackenzie

Caroline Mackenzie is Co−Owner/Webmaster of The Dating Muse, a guide to online dating services
and personals featuring reviews of the top online dating sites plus tips and ideas for finding friends,
dates, soulmates and sexual adventure online. You can visit her site at http://DatingMuse.com and
subscribe to her newsletter at http://datingmuse.com/subscribe.htm

The Single's Guide To Online Dating

By Hak Ty

If you're single and you're willing to try out new avenues to dating then you should try out online dating.
It's definitely fun, less expensive and easier than dating the regular way. You're also able to meet more
people since the Internet lets you talk to people from all over the world! With online dating, there's no
need to restrict yourself to dating the same old guys from your very small town (read: population of
817). With online dating, there's no such thing as social classes because it's open to everyone!
The Virtual Places To Be For Online Dating - If you're now open to the idea of online dating, there are
several cyber places that you could stop by and see if there's anyone who appeals to your taste. First
stop would be the online dating sites.
These sites were primarily designed to help people meet others with the same interests as theirs and
maybe forge a relationship later on. Online dating sites such as these require you to register for
membership and maybe even pay to enjoy additional features of the website.

Then, these online dating sites would ask you to create a profile for your own so that other members
would know a little about you. These profiles could be the key to catching the interest of your future Mr.
or Ms. Right so make sure that you make your profile as interesting as possible - without lying about
anything, of course. Most online dating sites also allow you to upload photos of yourself so if you're
reasonably attractive, do make sure that you post your best picture.

The second place that allows you to date online is chat rooms such as those provided by MIRC or
Yahoo. These chat rooms are usually divided or categorized according to region, race or interest. If
you enter a chat room with the name Singles20−40, then you should expect to meet people belonging
to that age group. It's imperative to choose a chat room that reflects your preferences to ensure that
you'll meet people who are probably similar to you in terms of interests.
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The third virtual place to be if you want to try online dating is forums or interactive websites. By joining
a forum or registering for membership in an interactive website, you'll be able to meet people who are
sure to share the same interests as you do. These forums usually hold regular meetings so make sure
that you participate actively and get yourself known!.

Read more Dating articles at
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