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To Be Or Not To Be A Professional Or An Amateur Magician
By Preston Houer
An amateur magician is anyone who has a minimum amount of talent, skill and knowledge when it

comes to performing magic tricks. He or she may be anyone who knows one magic trick or at least
three magic tricks.

But basically, a more technical definition of an amateur magician is anyone who does not in any way
practice magic as their trade, even if he or she knows four, five, six or more than a number of magic
tricks. This is regardless of how good, better or excellent he or she may be in performing flourishes,

sleight of hand or optical illusions.

However, there are those amateur magicians who try their very best to expand their current knowledge
as well as repertoire and still practice magic as their primary source of income. People who do this are
usually called hedge magicians. This is in order to differentiate them from authentic professional
magicians who make practicing and performing magic as a trade and make an actual living doing so.

Meanwhile a professional magician is anyone who has a little bit more knowledge and talent compared
to an amateur magician. These professional magicians know sufficient magic that makes it enough for
them to use it as their primary source of trade and income, as well as not using magic to assist them in
a trade other than magic.

So technically, even if a barber performs his job using magic and no matter how many tricks he or she
knows and is capable of, that barber is still not considered as a professional magician because his
primary trade is cutting hairs and not necessarily being a magician. Another way to differentiate a
professional magician from an amateur is by the way he or she does flourishes.

According to the Online Encylopedia of Magic, a flourish is any sleight that is performed for the
purpose of entertaining an audience and does not in any way contain any moves that are hidden. Most
sleights that are performed are done so in order to deceive a captive audience and to do something
that can not be detected. Meanwhile, a flourish is any trick that is done to draw the audience's attention
away from where an actual sleight is simultaneously being performed.
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There are some magicians who consider the performance of a flourish as simply a finger exercise and
not really actual pieces of performance. But those magicians who do put in and include flourishes in
their act are considered by some of their fellow magicians as a seriously skilled performer.

If a performance consists of a card trick wherein the cards are spread out on the table and when a
performer does a pressure card fan, the image that that performer projects is one of professionalism
and experience. But a performer of magic who simply holds the cards and then spreads them slightly,
may then be considered more as an amateur. Although this may or may not be true or this may not be
considered as a hard fact, this is the perception and the impression that a performing magician usually
gives to an audience.

Flourishes are done not just as a form of show-off to the audience, a flourish is also done for the
purpose of presenting just how a performer is truly dedicated to the magic act. It also shows the degree
of professionalism one has for the performance.

When a flourish is done, it makes it easier to know the difference between a magic trick performed by
an expert magician and your friendly neighborhood Jim who is doing a card trick.

A skilled performer comes off as a natural and will ultimately receive more credit for his or her
performance as well as recognition, not to mention that good old respect for the skills he or she has.

When a spectator is looking at a magic trick where the occasional flourish is done, that performer is
also seen as more than a magician but a person who is passionate at what he or she is doing. It is
therefore so much easier to hire a magician who has more skills and experience than one who needs
to practice his or her craft more.

Preston Houer has been involved with the art of illusion and sleight of hand for over 30 years. Let
Preston show you how to Have Fun With Magic. Visit His Site Today!

http://mwww.have—-fun-with—magic.com

Abracadabra A Great Birthday With A Magician!
By Jim Kapowski

Children's birthday parties have become outrageous showcases of food, gifts, and entertainment that
are costing parents more and more each year. Instead of focusing on the child, parents are striving
more and more to "keep up with the Joneses" and put on fantastic displays that involve a great deal of
time and money for the planning and execution of the party. Instead of worrying about booking venues
packed with activities, consider throwing your child an old fashioned bash in your own backyard. For a
special touch, consider hiring a magician to entertain both children and adults for the party. A magician
is a great way to entertain the crowd while maintaining a unique aspect for your child's party.

A magician is a classic way to entertain and enthrall the young and the young at heart when it comes
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to hosting a birthday party. If your child is interested in becoming the next Houdini, use magic as the
theme for his or her party. If you are planning to hire a magician to provide entertainment for you child's
birthday party, you may need to plan ahead and book the magician's services in advance to prevent
any last minute cancellations or bookings.

If you have decided to include a magician in your child's birthday party, call around. Ask friends, family
members, or coworkers for a referral of a specific magician they have hired or seen perform in the
past. Also, consider contacting your local chamber of commerce or business organization to see if
there is someone offering their entertainment services for hire. You will find that word of mouth is
incredibly powerful; as you can be sure the magician you hire to perform at a birthday party or any
event will provide age appropriate entertainment.

Before your hire a magician or any entertainment provider, be sure to get the agreement in writing.
Also, you may need to pay an initial deposit to ensure the date for the party. Some questions to ask the
magician include if their material is appropriate for children, how long they plan to perform, if they are
willing include the birthday child in their act, and what will happen in the unfortunate event they are
unable to attend or perform.

Once you have booked your magician, be sure not to change the date and time of the party. Doing so
may cost you additional money or cause you to lose the magician due to previous commitments. A
magician may book several parties or events on a given day, so his or her schedule is tight and unable
to be changed.

Hiring a magician is an excellent way to entertain everyone present at the party. Many magicians
include kid friendly magic tricks and may even teach the children a couple of tricks of their own. If this
is the case, be sure to purchase any potential items necessary for the event for the children ahead of
time. Also, consider giving away magic tricks as game prizes or party favors so the theme is continued
throughout the party. Your child is sure to enjoy the fun filled tricks, jokes, and illusions that a
professional magician can provide.

Magic Magicians is an information site that contains articles, a directory and other Magician
Resources. It can be found at:

http://www.magicmagicians.com
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