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To Buy Or Adopt A Dog − That Is The Question

By David Amos

You're happy at home, but there just seems to be something missing. Ah, it's a dog. Remember

when you were a child, the fun you had with your dog.

Whilst you can't recapture your youth, you can fill the void. And for those of you who have children they
will get to enjoy the love and attention of their very own dog. It will also help teach them `some'
responsibility. Hey, every kid will commit to taking the dog for walks before you get one, but when the
chips are down! Teaching a love for animals and responsibility are only small side benefits of owning a
dog.

So the first question you ask yourself - do you buy or to adopt a new dog. Both methods have their
pros and cons. Most people head out to the breeders and pick up a purebred dog - sometimes paying
large sums of money. That's fine if you're going to dog shows and competitions but some of the nicest
and best tempered dogs can be found at the pound, or in foster care. It's a much cheaper route and it
gives a dog a much needed home.

But beware! You need to decide what type of dog, its age and size before you head out the door and
then stick to it! Once you're at the pound meeting the dogs you'll see so many cute dogs that your
heart can run away with you. So make a decision and stick to it, no matter how much pressure your
children place on you!. Talk to your local rescue groups, go and see the fostered dogs. This is a great
way to find a dog that suits your needs because you can ask the foster family about the dog before you
commit, as well as seeing him in a family surrounding.

Consider an older dog, not just a puppy. While puppies are really cute and fun, once a dog reaches 3
or 4 its temperament and behavior is pretty well set. It's also probably been spayed or neutered and it
will be full grown. You will know exactly what you're getting and be able to provide a loving home for a
long time to come.

When you get your dog home there will be a period of adjustment. Depending on the dog's
circumstances it may have been in a foster home, it may have been abused and it will have spent
some time in the cages at the pound. This is a difficult time for your dog so extra understanding is
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needed. Your dog may bark, chew, scratch and even have `accidents' while trying to adjust to a new
life. It's stressful so make a safe haven for your dog and give him some space and time to adjust.

Exercise is important so take your dog out and give it all the exercise it needs as soon as you can after
taking it home. This will give you a good indication of how much exercise your dog requires and how
well behaved it is. Training is important, no matter what the history of the dog is. This will give you
valuable insights into your dogs behavior, (as well as your own!), and it's great bonding time too. Make
sure that you're consistent so that your dog learns how to behave correctly. Follow this simple advice
and you'll have a happy, healthy, loving, well behaved dog for you and your family to enjoy for a long
time to come.

David Amos is a long time dog owner and dog lover. More details, articles, tips and useful resources
can be found at

http://www.onlinedogcare.com/

Quality Dog Food Is Essential For The Health Of Dogs

By Mike Yeager

Dog food is very important for the health of dogs. It is easy to overlook it, but it is essential to pick the
right dog food for your pet dog. People sometimes just pick the first dog food bag they see at the store,
instead of considering what is needed for your own dog. Puppies need different types of food than
mature dogs, just as different breeds of dogs also require different types of dog food. If your dog
seems like it has no energy, consider switching to another type of dog food. If you are unsure what
kind to buy, you should consult your veterinarian.

Dog Food should be healthy and tasty.

If your dog does not like a certain type of dog food, do not force your dog to eat it. Instead, try to find
another type of dog food that has all the vitamins that your dog needs, and your dog enjoys eating.
Also, be aware that your dog's taste may change over time, and may not necessarily eat the same dog
food all of its life. If it does not like its current dog food, then buy some other types of brands, and see
which one is its favorite.
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Adopting A Dog - Puppy Or Adult?
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