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Donating coaching services is a great way for new and established coaches, alike, to gain new clients.
It's also a wonderful way to contribute support to charitable and other organizations which support
communities, locally and globally. It is important that we all contribute something back to our
community and donating a coaching package is the perfect way. Your donation may be entered in a
silent auction, raffled off, or even awarded as a door prize. It's a win—win situation for everyone; you'll
be able to do what you love - coach - and at the same time, help raise money for a cause that you
believe in.

1. Determine what services you are willing to donate.

Consider donating a one—month coaching package. Be certain that you are very clear on exactly what
that package will comprise, including any client intake material you might need to send. Also determine
how many sessions you can offer and how long each will be. You will need to provide all of this
information in the package that you submit to the sponsoring organization. Finally, make sure that you
have the time in your schedule and the business stability to provide these services, as they will not be
contributing revenue towards your business.

2. Determine which charities or organizations you might like to support.

Make a list of fifteen or twenty organizations to which you would consider donating your services.
These might include hospitals, private schools, organizations which support a particular health issue,
as well as groups that support animal rights or the environment.

3. Gather detailed information about each organization.

Research and read about each organization you might wish to support. Make a detailed list or
database where you can record the organization's name, address, telephone number, website, and the
name of the main contact person. Call each organization and ask when they schedule their fundraisers
and if they will accept a donation from you. It is good idea to have this information because you will
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need to plan in advance to make sure you don't miss any potential opportunities. Fundraisers are
scheduled throughout the year. Also, many organizations have required paperwork to be completed
and returned along with the item you are donating, so it is a good idea to find this out in advance.

4. Select the organizations you wish to support.

Once you have a list, determine how many donations you can afford both from both a financial and
time standpoint. Don't over schedule or over burden yourself by making too many donations. For most
coaches, making one to two donations per year would be doable and affordable.

5. Create a gift certificate.

Use a package like Microsoft Publisher or even a word processing program to develop a certificate that
is either 8 %2 X 11 inches or 4 ¥ X 11 inches. Print the gift certificate on heavy bond paper and
laminate it.

6. Include important information on your gift certificate.

Make sure that you include your company name, logo, and contact information at a minimum, on the
front of the certificate. Include a statement that the certificate is "Not Redeemable for Cash." Finally,
make sure to add an expiration date. Most organizations expect that you will have an expiration date at
least one year from the date of the fundraising event. You may also choose to include other identifying
information like your name, website, and telephone number.

7. Create an information package to accompany the gift certificate.

Create two information packages. One package is for the organization to keep for their records. They
need this information, along with your signed contract, for tax and recordkeeping purposes. The other
package is for them to give to the gift certificate recipient. You may want to enclose this in a sealed
envelope. Each package should include your business card, some information about coaching, as well
as how to redeem the gift certificate.

8. Maintain a log and detailed records of your donations.

Keep good records. For each donation that you make, record the name of the organization, the contact
person, the event date, how the service will be used (silent auction, raffle, door prize), and the
expiration date recorded on the gift certificate. You might want to create a separate file folder for each
organization so you can maintain copies of any email correspondence, thank you letters, a copy of the
contract, as well as a copy of what you sent to the organization. Later on when the gift certificate
recipient contacts you, you can use this file as a "client file".

9. Wait patiently for the recipient to contact you.

Not everyone who bids on or receives your package will follow up on it. Sometimes people bid on
things with the best of intentions, but they get busy or forget about it. Don't be discouraged; instead, be
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happy that you contributed to something that your believe in and that the organization benefited in
some way.

10. A client is a client is a client.

Once the gift certificate recipient contacts you, make sure that you treat them exactly as you would any
paying client. Not only are you representing yourself and your business, but you are also, indirectly,
representing the organization to which you made the donation. Enjoy the experience, have fun, and
most of all know that you, the recipient, and the organization are benefiting from this donation.
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What do you mean by coaching?

Coaching is an alliance two or more people have to identify, set, plan for and attain a specific goal or
goals. Coaches work on any issues or challenges that seem to be standing in the way of achievement.
Coaches help you identify what is working for you in your life and build those strengths. They identify
what is not working or where there is room for improvement in any particular scenario and develop a
strategy for change.

Where did life and business coaching come from?

Business, career and personal coaching takes it's identity from sports coaching. Top sports people
have always got to their peak and been kept there by a coach who believes in their potential and holds
them accountable for what they say they want to achieve.

What does coaching do?

Coaching helps you close the gap between where you are and where you want to be - personally and
professionally. It enables you to identify your choices and set your goals. It supplies you with the tools
and encouragement to shape your future and weave your dreams into the fabric of your life.

Is coaching therapy?
No. Therapy mainly deals with healing the past. Coaching is about enhancing the present and planning
the future. Coaching uses information from the client's past to clarify where the client is today.

Coaches expect to serve as a resource, confidante and mentor, but don't want clients to let themselves
get into the position of needing coaching as a dependence thing or a fix. You are the one who will find
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the answers. Coaches just try to provide a clearer map than you may have had in the past.

Is coaching consulting?

No,coaching is more about helping the client to learn to make good choices than about giving advice.
Coaches help you discover and consider the various alternations, but you are always in the driver's
seat with the decisions. In coaching the client is always in the drivers seat - Coaches coach, you do
the laps!

How long would | need to have a coach?

Until you think you have achieved what you set out to achieve. The time frame can vary from a few
months to several years - as long as you feel you are getting value from the relationship. Although we
will make some firm agreements and commitments at the start of the coaching relationship, you are
free to stop coaching at any time if it is not working for you.

Leading executives, professionals and entrepreneurs are quickly discovering the personal and
professional benefits that coaching provides.

For more information on coaching and to explore a FREE Hour of Coaching, go to
http://www.tobecoached.com.

Allan Katz is Editor of the ToBeCoached.com web site and To Be Coached Newsletter. He is a 21
year veteran retail loyalty marketing coach and the author of the book, "The Complete Guide to Retail
Loyalty Marketing."
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