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I lived in the suburbs of New York City almost all my life and it was only when I was in my 20's and
working on 5th Avenue when I finally went to the top of the Empire State Building. It took me almost
two decades as well to ice−skate at Rockefeller Center, browse the Museum of Natural History, and
see a Broadway play.

Now living in New England I still tend to overlook the tourist attractions in my own backyard. It took us
eight years after we moved to Keene, NH before we climbed the "most−climbed mountain in the
world," Mt. Monadnock, just a 15 minute drive from our house.

I once read a magazine article about a family that took a week−long vacation in their own hometown.
They visited museums, ate out every night, and basically took in their surroundings with the new eyes
of visitors. I didn't have a week - but a few hours I did have. So when my neighbor suggested that we
become tourists for a day in Keene I jumped at the chance. My neighbor and I planned a simple late
morning excursion with our kids on the Keene trolley.

I have never been on the Keene trolley. I see it motoring around town every time I leave my house to
run errands. It looks sweet, touristy, and fun. The windows are rolled all the way up in the warm
weather. The seats are wood. The pick−up spot was a five minute walk from the house, so we all
walked down to our local Hannaford's to wait for the 11:35 a.m. trolley.

Why it seemed so exciting is beyond me. I knew where the trolley went and I've seen all those spots a
thousand times. I knew our final destination was a mere one mile from our house. But somehow,
shedding the car and climbing aboard the trolley made it all different. And the kids actually cheered
(the younger ones) when the trolley made the turn into the parking lot.

I want to say it was a pleasant ride and wax philosophical about the wind blowing through my hair and
seeing the familiar scenes through different eyes. And I would if my 6−year son had not had an
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intense attack of vertigo which made him exclaim (uh, shout) that the trolley was going to tip over with
all of us in it with each turn the driver took. He insisted on sitting up front, where the windows were
closed, with me glued to his side; I spent the entire 20 minutes of the ride trying reassure him that this
was not a doomsday ride.

But hey, those are the chances you take traveling with children, even if it's in your own backyard. The
ride took us the "long way" past the hospital, toward downtown. "It takes a lot longer to get the Colony
Mill on the trolley," my son said when we finally got off, relieved to be on solid ground (the driver I'm
sure was even more relieved).

The Colony Mill Marketplace is the Keene, NH version of a "mall," - it is actually a renovated mill
originally built in 1838 to produce wool garments, including uniforms for the Union troops during the
Civil War and the Allied forces during the World World Wars I and II. And it housed scores of civilian
companies and families until it closed its doors in 1953. It was completely transformed three decades

later into a regional marketplace.

Today it houses quaint shops like Dilly's for Kids, Mill Toy Works (my son's favorite), Pocketful of Rye,
Toadstool Bookshop (this is my favorite bookstore - no Borders for me!) and True Necessities (my
daughter's favorite). My kids, with their pockets jingling with birthday money from grandparents, made
some modest but happy purchases - a few shorts and a shirt for my 12−year old daughter; a
strap−to−the−head flashlight and a pull− back toy car for my son.

We had lunch at the mall's atrium −− unlike your typical "mall" setting in both food and atmosphere.
Sometimes they even have live piano music. Homemade artichoke soup from Kristin's Bakery,
croissants stuffed with spinach and cheese; the other choice at the Marketplace is Chinese food and I
ordered a plate of dumplings for us to share. It was good, satisfying; not a French fry or double
cheeseburger to be seen yet all four kids ate heartily (maybe it was the thrilling trolley ride that made
them so hungry.)

Our trip ended at another adjacent historic "mall" next door called The Center at Keene, originally a
scenic railroad station in the 1800's that now houses several retail shops and a really good ice cream
shop, Rick's Gourmet Ice Cream. We ate our ice cream outside (I had chocolate custard with
chocolate sprinkles - yum!). While we were enjoying our ice cream, we suddenly saw the return trolley
go by. "Oh well," my son said, "we can walk." And we did −− bundles in hand −− on the bicycle path.

My friend and I looked at each other, pleased with the day. It was already past 2 p.m. "It wouldn't have
been the same if we took our cars," she said. And I agree. There is really something special about
being a tourist in your own hometown.
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This is a Free−Reprint article. The only requirements for publishing this article are: You must leave
the article and resource box unedited. You may not use this article in UCE (Unsolicited Commercial
Email). Email distribution of this article MUST be opt−in email only. We ask that you forward a copy of
the ezine or newsletter that contains the article inside to the author at:

If you post this article on a website, you MUST set any URL's or

Mailto addresses in the body of the article and most especially in the Author's Resource Box as
hyperlinks. Please send me a copy of the URL where you have posted this article.

Thank you!!

Marcia Passos Duffy is the publisher and editor of The Heart of New England online magazine and
weekly newsletter, which celebrates the unique character of the northern New England states of
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. To subscribe to her free weekly newsletter send a blank email to

Plan a Hometown Holiday

By Paris Permenter & John Bigley

To travel or not to travel?

For many romantic travelers, that is the question.

The decision of whether to travel or not during these troubled times is a personal one, a choice only the
two of you can make. But whether you choose to make an international or a domestic trip, you still can
travel and enjoy all the romance and freedom that come with getting away from home.

Whether your reason is security, budget, or just a shortage of time, consider a vacation in your own
hometown! Think about these options:

Rent an RV for a weekend rendezvous where the bed is never more than a few steps away!

Check into weekend specials at city hotels that primarily function as business hotels. Many offer
special weekend leisure packages −− you might get a romantic suite for the price of a standard room
during the week.

Take off driving down local backroads. At each intersection, flip a coin to chart your course.

Act like tourists in your own hometown −− down to the cameras and clothes. Be sure to ask people to
take your picture at local landmarks.

Book a stay in a romantic bed and breakfast near your home.
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Plan a day trip within a few hours of your hometown.

Schedule a day's vacation in your own hometown. How many sites have you missed that you would
have visited if you were a vacationer in your hometown?

Husband and wife team Paris Permenter and John Bigley edit the award−winning

(

), a romantic travel magazine and resource featuring honeymoons, destination

weddings, and romantic getaways worldwide.

Related Content:

Plan a Hometown Holiday
Small Hometown on the Internet
How To Have An Exiting Getaway Without Leaving Town
Become a Tourist in Your Own City
Brazil's Tourist Attractions

Read more Content at

Related Products:

: A genuine resource center for Quality Ebooks and Softwares

Tourist in My Own Hometown

4

http://www.natural-aging.com


This Free E−Book has been brought to you by Natural−Aging.com.

 100% Effective Natural Hormone Treatment
 Menopause, Andropause And Other Hormone Imbalances

Impair Healthy Healing In People Over The Age Of 30!

Tourist in My Own Hometown

5

http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com

