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By Steven Cronin
If there was one thing | had noticed from my travels around Wales it was the extensive use of the

Welsh language. The people of Wales are extremely proud of their country and rightly so. The
language helps Wales keep its identity. Many are resentful of English domination and prefer the idea of
more independence.

But one thing was for sure. No one could deny the natural beauty of their country and the warmth of its
people. The A4086 to Betws—y—Coed may have been slow progress through the narrow twists and turns
of the valley roads, but the sheer beauty of the region made the time irrelevant.

Another great aspect of the valley roads was the low volume of traffic. This was the Easter Bank
Holiday weekend and any journey made in England would require a very early start. But with a
population of little more than a million people, there's enough room for everyone.

Betws—y—Coed is a quaint little village just within the boundaries of Snowdonia National Park amongst
the deep Welsh valleys. Commercial activity has led to the village outgrowing itself and it now bursts at
the seams. Retail outlets fight for every square inch of space.

| decided to take advantage of this retail war and buy some new walking boots. After parking on this
ridiculously steep hill | made my way to the action. My vulnerability to ingrowing toenails means having
to buy at least a size bigger than | actually am to ensure enough space for comfort.

The big sale signs outside one store looked promising so | ventured in and soon found myself amongst
the maps. There's something therapeutic about looking at maps. Maybe it's the natural human
tendency to travel and explore.

The therapy however, only lasts for as long as you are left alone and out of the corner of my eye |
spotted a shop assistant approaching in stealth—like fashion. | thought of making a dash to the other
side of the bookshelf, but | had already fallen victim and had to admit defeat.
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"The Ordinance Survey provides great detail in a 1:50000 scale as well as being weatherproof in its
laminated cover," the man droned monotonously.

"Great," | replied, struggling to find any enthusiasm. "Where are the boots?"

Steven Cronin owns the City Breaks website featuring city break special offers from luxury hotels to
budget accommodations. For more information please visit

http://www.sargas.co.uk

Yosemite National Park — A Must For Visitors To The USA
By Ciara McGrath

If, like many others, you are looking for an exceptional and distinctive holiday in the USA that will give
you and your family unforgettable memories, Yosemite National Park should be high on your list of
destinations. An area of protected natural beauty since 1890, Yosemite National park is situated in the
dramatic mountain area of the Sierra Nevada, California.

Yosemite National park is one of the most exciting ways to experience America, with year round
activities and an abundant variety of scenery, giving visitors an immense amount of choice and
convenience.

Key attractions include Yosemite Valley and Glacier Point, which at certain times of the year gives
tremendous views of the area; Tuolumne Meadows, a sub alpine meadow surrounded on all sides by
mountains; a museum at Wawona and the Mariposa Grove, famous for its Giant Sequoia trees — the
largest and oldest living things on earth.

The variety of things to do at Yosemite National park is also huge: from taking a drive or coach trip up
to Glacier Point to see the awe—-inspiring panoramic views of Yosemite National Park, to serious hiking,
biking and mountain climbing.

The accommodation you choose will naturally depend on what your plans are, so thinking ahead is
vital. Day—-trippers are welcomed, and Yosemite National Park is accessible from other parts of
California. Entrance fees range from free to 20 dollars for a vehicle. You should expect to spend at
least four hours in the park.

For a longer trip, Yosemite National Park provides a variety of lodging and camping. Official discounted
Yosemite National Park lodging ranges from basic tent cabins with nearby toilet facilities to the more
luxurious lodging in The Ahwahnee, a distinctive hotel that is the pride of Yosemite National Park.

You can examine the variety of Yosemite National Park lodging online, and it may be possible to make
reservations. Additionally you can find the essentials for your trip: such as Yosemite National Park
maps, camping equipment and crucial information on Yosemite National Park's weather.
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Yosemite National Park is an inspiring and unique place, so be prepared to find that one visit is
nowhere near enough!

Ciara McGrath is a full time mother to four teenage daughters. She travels widely in the US and
abroad. For more information for US visitors check out

http://lwww.yosemite—services.info
or

http://www.chicago—-today.info
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