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Try An Exotic Brazil Holiday

By George Johnson

If a Brazil holiday sounds appealing to you, consider looking into Brazil rentals and vacation homes.

There are a lot of options for vacationers and the prices are surprisingly reasonable. Vacation rentals
are a great alternative to expensive hotels. They are like the proverbial home away from home.

A Brazil holiday is ideal any time of year. The country offers a lively nightlife and excellent weather all
year. The country offers many different activities as well. There are thirty−six states in Brazil and each
state has something of interest to everyone.

You can visit beaches and scuba dive or you can hike over mountains and check out the scenery and
the wildlife. Brazil appeals to those who prefer cultural activities as well. There are artisan's workshops,
dance classes and religious festivities that are unique and dear to the culture.

There are many listings from which to choose. You can opt to rent a sky rise apartment. These
apartments provide the same services that you expect from a hotel but you still have the feeling of
being home.

Sky rise apartments offer balconies and magnificent views, but they are also very close to shopping
and restaurants. You can spend the day at the beach, make a quick change and visit the local stores
and restaurants that you expect to find on a Brazil holiday.

Rentals offer many services that come in handy during a vacation. Most of the buildings are secure
and are designed to entertain a family with children, couples or business people. You can find rentals
for your Brazil holiday that provide a gym, sauna and pool. You can visit coffee shops, bakeries and
retail stores.

The height of the travel season in Brazil is December through February and there is another peak
season in July. In order to find the best rates, it is best to make arrangements during the off−season.
Since Brazil's slow season spans nine out of twelve months, your options are vast.
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Rentals are also appealing to people who are looking to take business trips to Brazil. Many rentals
have all of the equipment necessary to run an office. Properties offer fax machines and phone lines
along and some offer Internet connections. There are laundry services as well that can take care of
your cleaning while you work. This gives you time to make the business trip into a Brazil holiday.

When you plan your Brazil holiday, make sure to give yourself a lot of time. Rentals are abundant
pretty much all year, but flights can be very expensive if you book them too soon. Travel agents
recommend that you book your flight to Brazil three months in advance to take advantage of
discounted flights.

I would give some serious thought to taking my next holiday in Brazil.

http://brazilholiday.info

Seasonal Cactus Lovers Have Options

By Jim Kapowski

Who doesn't love a cactus? They're green, naturally repel pets and at least have a fighting chance,
don't need watered every day−−a brown thumber's dream plant. Of course some cactus varieties can
be quite costly as decorating options. Some affordable, low−maintenance options worth considering are
the seasonal cactus varieties. There is the Thanksgiving, Easter, and of course Christmas cactus.

The Christmas cactus is an excellent variety for those who want a small plant that blooms once in a
while for some added color and excitement. This cactus gets its name from the fact that it blooms for
2−4 weeks, generally starting in December and lasting through the Christmas holiday.

The flowers themselves are roughly 2 or 3 inches in length and tubular in shape. The flowers tend to
be very bright and colorful. This is probably because the Christmas cactus originally came from Brazil,
a land known for its exotic colors. The leaves, however, lay very flat and have a smooth, hairless
surface with a hard texture.

The Thanksgiving cactus also gets its name from the time of year it generally blooms. However, this
vibrant plant is also known as the crab cactus. The leaves on the Thanksgiving cactus have edges on
them which are toothed and give the appearance of having a pair of fangs at the end of each branch.

The Easter cactus tends to bloom around the first couple weeks of April. This odd−looking plant grows
straight or as close to straight as it can get. Easter cactus leaves are jointed and have hairs on them.
The leaves also have fanglike points like the Thanksgiving cactus, though not as pronounced.

Of course you don't have to settle for one of the holiday cacti. There are hundreds of varieties perfectly
suited for you home. Every species comes with its own specific care instructions and needs. It is
important to find out from the nursery or wherever you bought your cactus just exactly how to care for
the plant. Most are relatively low maintenance but some of the more exotic species have specific and
exacting requirements.
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Having a cactus that blooms around the holidays can be an excellent conversation piece and a chance
for you to show off your "green thumb". Adding both color and vibrant contrast to any room, a cactus is
a low−maintenance plant that will only make you look good. Choose a cactus for every holiday so that
there is always something beautiful to look at while eating all that delicious food! And remember, if a
blooming cactus around the holidays just isn't your cup of tea, there are hundreds of other varieties to
choose from and each offers its own special features.

Cactus Info is an information site that contains links, a directory and other Cactus Information. It can be
found at:

http://www.cactusinfo.com
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