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Junk. We all have some of it lying around the house. Whether it's boxed items cluttering the attic or
everyday items that just don't fit with the room's decorating theme anymore, many of us have more
than we need. At some point it all gets to be too much and in a fit of energy we decide that our place
needs to be cleaned. Then the junk gets moved, typically to the nearest trash can. But wait. Before you
throw out all that stuff, it pays to take head of the saying "one person's junk is another person's
treasure."

If you are about to throw out something because you think it has little value, you may come to regret it
later. Those things that you consider to be trash many times have great value to collectors. If you have
an item and have no idea if it has any worth, a quick first step is to head to the online auction sites like
eBay. Input the item you have into their search engine. If similar items come up and there are bids on
them, then someone out there thinks that the item you were about to trash has some worth.

If you are trying to get rid of a few select items, the online auction sites may be the perfect place.
Simply place the item on auction for a minimum price and let others bid away on it. This is where you
may find that old, ugly toy you could no longer stand the sight of looks like a perfect jewel to somebody
else. You don't even have to know how to list the items yourself anymore since sites like eBay offer
services that will match you with someone who will list the auction for you for a small fee.

Even if the item doesn't sell at auction, it still may be worth some money to you. If you have a large
number of items that didn't manage to sell on the online auctions, having a garage sale or heading off
to sell at a local flea market for a day may bring in some extra cash. This is also a good way of getting
rid of those everyday items that still have life, but you are certain are not worth a lot of money.

If you have an item that you suspect has some value, it pays to do a little research before placing it on
auction. While the auction sites are a good place to see if something may have worth, they are not a
good place to determine what the true value of something. Auctions can easily turn more emotional
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than sensible, and items may go for far more than their true worth. In the same vein, unigue items that
may not be familiar to those frequenting the online auctions may sell for far less than their true worth.

If you want to find the general true worth of something, the least expensive alternative is to head to
your local library and check out collectible books and price guides on the subject. You can also search
for Internet sites dedicated to the particular item in hand that can give you a good approximation of
what the item may be worth. Another low cost alternative for those who don't want to take the time
researching is to take it to a pawn shop and see if, and how much, the shop would be willing to give
you for it. Pawn shops will buy the item for a fraction of it's true worth, so if you are offered a decent
amount, you know that you have something of value.

For items that you believe may be worth quite a bit such as antiques or if you have a lot of items and
want to make sure the gems don't get accidentally placed with the ordinary items, it may be worthwhile
to hire an appraiser. Appraisers charge between $150 and $300 an hour and you want to make sure

that you get an independent appraiser that has no interest in purchasing the items you are having
appraised (if the appraiser is interested in the items, he or she will be tempted to lowball their true
worth in order to get them for a good price). You can get references for appraisers from organizations
like the Appraisers Association of America:

Even if you are not willing to put in the time and effort for any these events, there is always a better
place than the trash can for most items. Simply load them up in your car and take them to a local
charitable organization or the larger nationwide organizations like Goodwill and the Salvation Army.
Not only will you be extending the life of the item, your donation will entitle you to receive a tax
deduction for it if you itemize your tax return, and that's certainly better than getting nothing at all.
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Email Marketing — 8 Tips How NOT to Get Your Advertisement Read by Edward Gause

Email marketing is one of the most effective marketing methods available - if done correctly. With the
recent wave of email viruses going around, people are becoming more reluctant to open email from
strangers, including me.

With that in mind, here are some highly effective methods to get your advertisement, that you worked
so hard on, sent straight to my trash folder:

- If your email address looks like gibberish or appears to be coded as in x748cJhb@adomain.com,
cBGtTnfP@anydomain.com, jt12355@anydomain.com, or 68340224@anydomain.com, | don't know
you — TRASH!

— If your email address is friend@anydomain.com or addressed to friend@mydomain.com, | don't have
any friends by the name of "Friend" and my name is "Edward" so | don't know you and you obviously
don't know me. - TRASH!

— If your email subject begins with "ADV", or "URGENT" or Re: to a subject | never sent — TRASH! I'll
take my chances not reading those "urgent" emails.

Ok, your ad has initially made it pass my "trigger—happy" delete finger and didn't get tossed
immediately in the trash. Good deal, but still not there yet. Here's how to get your ad tossed in the
trash after it's been opened but still not read:

- If your email requires me to write you via "snail mail" or call you (long distance at that!) to be
removed from your list — TRASH! | don't want anything to do with you if | have to spend money to
request removal from a list | shouldn't have been on in the first place.

— If your email begins with "Thank you for sending information on your money making opportunity, now
look at mine..." — TRASH! If I'm a responsible emailer, | KNOW who | sent information to. If | can't
remember, | must be a spammer.

- If anywhere in your email, you have a statement that begins with "This email is not spam..." -
TRASH! If you have to say it, then it's spam!

- If anywhere in your email, you have the statement that's similar to "Under Bill s.1618 TITLE Il
passed by the 105th U.S. Congress this letter cannot be considered spam..." — TRASH! Again, if you
have to say it, then it's spam! Do your research. The bill never passed. Also, last time | checked, U.S.
laws don't apply to other countries.

- If anywhere in your email, you promise that | can lots of money with little or no work — TRASH! Don't

insult my intelligence.

There you have it. Eight effective techniques to NOT get your email advertisement read. Use them
wisely and best of luck!
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