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Turnitin.com is undeniably an effective deterrent to plagiarism, but it is the very issue of copyright
infringement that has people questioning the legality of the site. What many people don't understand is
that works do not need to be registered to be copyrighted. Every literary work that is saved to a
tangible medium (this includes paper, computer disk, etc.) is protected by federal copyright laws. Thus,
the works submitted to Turnitin.com are copyrighted and the authors hold complete rights to the works.
What the Turnitin.com system does, however, is it stores the submitted paper on their servers. This is
done without the student's permission. Turnitin.com is operating under the pretense that teachers will
force their students to submit to Turnitin.com. Thus, student papers are stored in iParadigm's (the
company that runs Turnitin.com) database. This in itself is a blatant violation of the 1976 Federal
Copyright Act. Turnitin.com is duplicating copyrighted material without the consent of the student. The
student is forced to submit to the site, so submissions are not considered voluntary. In addition, the site
does not ask for permission to store the paper, instead, it is done automatically.

iParadigm and their team of lawyers admit in their legal page that the archiving of papers is treading on
shaky legal ground. They affirm, however, that their services constitute "fair use" by grounds that their
service does not limit the marketability of the paper. The claim that their service doesn't limit the
marketability of a paper is false. If one were to sell a term—paper that was already in the Turnitin.com
database, the paper would be of little use to a potential student buyer because any similarities from the
student's paper would be red flagged. The very addition of a paper to the Turnitin.com database
severely limits the feasible marketability of the paper. That is, the archiving of one's paper eliminates
other students with the same assignment as potential buyers of the paper.

Another strikingly illegal aspect of the Turnitin.com service is the fact that many teachers submit
student works without the student's permission. Turnitin.com is operating under the pretense that this
is occurring. When a student gives a teacher a paper for grading the assumption is that evaluative
rights are given to the teacher. In no way is the teacher entitled to submit the paper to be copied to the
iParadigm servers. iParadigm is breaking copyright laws by duplicating a paper without the copyright
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holder's consent. In effect, the paper (but not the copyright) becomes property of Turnitin.com.
Turnitin.com is clearly making a profit off the papers that students submit. Without the database of
some 60,000 student-submitted papers, the Turnitin.com service would not be as effective. Every
paper submitted makes the service more effective and the company therefore yields greater profits.
Schools that use the service have to pay large amounts of money in the thousands to ten thousands of
dollars range. It is clear that the company is profiting off of students' copyrighted hard—work.
Interestingly enough, the very place that the Turnitin.com service originally started now has grave
doubts over the legality of the Turnitin.com service. Turnitin.com founder John Barrie was a graduate
student at UC Berkeley when he started developing the software that the site runs on. Currently, UC
Berkeley does not subscribe to Turnitin.com because they feel the site may be infringing upon
student's copyrights.

Zack Anderson is currently a student at Beverly Hills High School. He is the publisher of Beverly
Underground Newspaper, an online publication that can be found at
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Living with a roommate will probably be unlike anything you have done in your life until now. To help
you adjust to your living situation, we offer the following advice:

Be realistic.

Don't expect your roommate to be your best friend and constant companion. Continuous close contact
can strain even the best of friendships.

Keep the lines of communication open.

Discuss the potential areas of conflict. Be open to compromise. If necessary, make a list of ground
rules concerning such issues as music, smoking, and visitors. This will lessen the chance of arguments
over simple misunderstandings. If your roommate is doing something you don't like, express your
feelings. It's usually better to air concerns immediately. Don't store up a lot of petty grievances —— they
will grow into a major problem.

Remember your RA is there to help.

Although most RAs prefer that students try and work out disagreements on their own first, they are
always available to help mediate serious conflicts.

Know your rights
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As a resident you have the right to:

Sleep and relax in your room.

Read and study in your room, free of interference.

Have control over your personal possessions.

Have free access to your room.

Have a clean, safe environment in which to live.

Entertain guests without infringing upon the rights of your roommate or community.
Appropriately challenge another's behavior when it infringes on your rights.

Seek the aid of staff in resolving conflicts after your own unsuccessful attempts at resolution.

dan the roommate manwww.roommateexpress.com
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