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Under Counter Coolers: The Modern Wine Cellar

By Daniel Smith

Not too many years back if you heard the term wine cooler, your thoughts automatically went to

Bartles & James and if someone told you about their wine collection you pictured a dusty underground
vault, where bottles lined the walls in orderly rows, slowly aging to perfection. Your average person that
lived in your average suburban home could enjoy a good glass of wine when out on the town, but
seldom had the capacity to store wine in optimal conditions at home. With the advent of under counter
coolers, a wine cellar is no longer a necessity in order to be a collector of fine wines. In fact, anyone
can turn their kitchen into modern day wine cellar.

Fine wines are expensive and they are only worth the money if you have a place to store them. Wine is
alive, constantly changing according to its environment. Lots of things affect what changes a wine,
including temperature, humidity, darkness, calm, ventilation and the angle at which it is stored. A good
wine cooler will take these things into account. You always want your wine to be stored so that it is
horizontal, at the lowest, stable temperature possible, in a place that is free of vibration, and away from
places where you store items that have a strong odor.

The ideal conditions for storing wine are at 50 −55 degrees and 70% humidity. A wine refrigerator or
wine cooler is ideal for this task. Unlike regular refrigerators, wine coolers run a little warmer
maintaining the optimum temperature for wine. Because they are electronic, their temperature never
fluctuates, helping the wine to maintain its constant flavor. They also offer storage options so you can
lay the bottles down, allowing the wine to always stay in contact with the cork. An under the counter
wine cooler, built into your kitchen also offers extra protection from the natural light in your house.

When you go out shopping for a wine cooler, there are some things to look for. You want to make sure
that the door of the cooler is dark. Try to avoid clear glass coolers. They may look fabulous when they
are filled with rows of wines glittering under the fluorescent lights of your kitchen, but all of the light that
will seep in the bottles will ruin your wine. When wine is exposed to too much light it creates a condition
called being "light struck." The result of this condition is that the wine ends up tasting like dry
cardboard.
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Another consideration when you purchase an under counter wine cooler is the location where you plan
to install it. Stand in the middle of your kitchen and take a minute to observe each spot under your
counters that the cooler could potentially be placed. Make sure you don't install it near a stove or oven,
which could affect its temperature. Stay away from the refrigerator and the dishwasher because
vibrations from both of these appliances will over time, ruin your wine. Placing an under counter wine
cooler near the sink also puts if too close to vibrations as water runs through the pipes. If you have an
island that has no appliances situated on it you have found the perfect location for your under counter
wine cooler.

With the installation of an under counter wine cooler, you can serve wine to guests that came from your
own "cellar" Since a cooler will maintain the perfect conditions for storing your wine, your guests will
never know you didn't trek down a flight of stars into a darkened basement, sift through row after row of
fine pinots to choose the perfect vintage, and chill the bottle to perfection just for
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Why Are Wine Cellars Beneficial?

By Julia Martinez

Drinking wine is not only for occasions as we all know. What happens when you feel like drinking wine
and it is not available? You have a surprise visitor and you want to have this wine but it is not on the
market? These situations would be less tough if you have a wine cellar.

A wine cellar could store the wines you have and keep them more delicious as time passes by.

Is having a wine cellar not expensive?

Like any other home equipment, you need of course a sum of money to buy your own wine cellar. The
expense will not be that long−termed for sooner you could gradually attain the long−term benefits of the
wine cellar you have.

How does a wine cellar improve one's entrepreneurial skills?

Owning a wine cellar and increasing the number of wines you store on it is a way of polishing you as a
future entrepreneur. As your knowledge of wines improves along the process, you could never ignore
the fact that you would also be interested in starting your own wine business.

What is the best wine cellar?

Different wine cellars have their individual strengths and they vary a lot. It depends on how one sees a
good wine cellar. To make your choices better, you could read about helpful tips on choosing the right
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wine cellar. To add, online search would be convenient and effective too.

Why is a wine cellar important?

Wine is more than a delightful drink. It has with its contents healthful benefits. Having a cellar to keep it
with you without having to worry much every time you need some of it is the meaning of convenience
and assurance as well.

Wine cellars are the chest that holds within them the treasure− the bottles of wine!

Julia Martinez is a freelance writer for the Wine Times. She writes a regular column which is published
every Thursday. Her latest 'favorite pick' is

http://www.bargaincellars.com/
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