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Understanding Mesothelioma Treatment
By Kirsten Hawkins
Mesothelioma treatment relates relieving or curing the deadly disease called mesothelioma.

Mesothelioma is serious disease that affects the lining of lungs, abdominal organs or heart.
Mesothelioma can be of two types, either benign or malignant. Mesothelioma treatment, for an
individual suffering from benign mesothelioma, is surgery. However, in case of malignant
mesothelioma scientists could not find any established mesothelioma treatment to cure the patient
fully.

Types of Mesothelioma Treatment Mesothelioma treatment options available today are radiation,
chemotherapy, radical surgery and/or combination of all these treatments. During surgery, either a part
of tumor or the whole tumor is removed. In some cases, a portion of the normal tissue surrounding the
area is also removed along with the tumor.

Mesothelioma treatment, in which the doctors try to cure the patient with drugs, is known as
chemotherapy. As the mesothelioma cancer is a rare disease, very little information is available
regarding the effects of different drugs on different patients. Adriamycm, (doxorubicin), Cytoxan,
(cyclophosphamide), 5—fluorouracil and 5—azacytidine are some of the drugs that have shown good
results and a response rate of 0 to 35 % when tried on mesothelioma patients. Some other effective
drugs for mesothelioma treatment are cisplatin, high dose methotrexate, interferon, anthracycline
analogues and vinblastine. The National Cancer Institute is sponsoring further studies the
effectiveness of these and other drugs by funding many clinical centers.

Radiation is another option of mesothelioma treatment that is more helpful in reducing the pain rather
than curing the disease itself. Because of the severity of the disease, standard dose of 6,000 rads of
radiation has very little effect on mesothelioma patients. In limited cases, some benefit is observed
when patient is treated with aggressive high dose radiation. Use of radioactive compounds on
diseased tissue has also shown some positive results with the individuals diagnosed early on. Patients
of pleural mesothelioma survived for over 24 months when radioactive colloidal gold (Au 198) was
placed between the two pleural membranes. Scientists are hopeful that radioactive chromic phosphate,
p32 can be used as an effective mesothelioma treatment. This might increase the survival period of
patients suffering from peritoneal mesothelioma.
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Like the treatment of other cancers, mesothelioma treatment also has its side effects. Nausea and
vomiting are some minor problems associated with radiation therapy and chemotherapy that could be
controlled with medicines. However, suppression of bone marrow is a serious short—-term side effect
that may cause WBC, RBC and platelets counts to go down. Such patients may become susceptible to
bleeding and infection and may require antibiotic therapy or any other supportive care.

Mesothelioma treatment can be a very expensive and lengthy procedure. However, the patients
suffering from mesothelioma cancers can seek compensation for mesothelioma treatments. They can
file lawsuits against the individuals or organizations responsible for causing asbestos exposure.

Kirsten Hawkins is a asbestos and mesothelioma specialist from Nashville, TN. Visit

http://www.asbestosblog.org/
for information on asbestos reform, mesothelioma lawsuit news, and

more.

An Insight Into Mesothelioma Cure
By Kirsten Hawkins

The doctors and researchers are looking for answers related to Mesothelioma cure but have not found
any. Before we discuss about mesothelioma cure, it is necessary to know about what is mesothelioma
and what are its possible causes. Mesothelioma is a rare cancer of the lining of the lungs and
abdomen. High Asbestos exposure is the only known cause of mesothelioma cancers. Asbestos is a
natural fibrous mineral that was widely used in the construction process, building material and many
manufacturing units. Asbestos breaks into minute particles that float into the air, can be easily inhaled
and settle on the clothes of workmen, leaving them and their family members prone to many health
hazards.

Understanding Its Symptoms - A Step towards Mesothelioma Cure:

An understanding of mesothelioma symptoms can help in the process of mesothelioma cure. Some
common symptoms of mesothelioma are difficulty in breathing, chest pain, and chronic cough.
However, many times this disease lies in asymptomatic in the body, which makes mesothelioma cure
an impossible task. Once detected, the chances of survival of an average mesothelioma patient are
very bleak.

The options for Mesothelioma cure depend upon the different stages of the disease. In the first stage
the treatments options depends on factors such as patient's age, general health, organ affected and
the size of tumor. Surgery is used for mesothelioma treatment and cure in the first stage. The doctors
remove the tumor and the nearby tissues with a surgical process. However, the doctors use a
combination of surgery, radiation therapy and chemotherapy if the tumor has withessed enormous
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growth.

Fluid collection in the chest and abdomen takes place in the advance stages of mesothelioma.
Mesothelioma cure in these stages involves draining of the fluid to reduce discomfort. This process of
treatment is known as Thorancentesis or Paracentesis. After this, the doctors use Surgery followed by
radiation and chemotherapy. Treatment and efforts for mesothelioma cure can suffer a severe jolt if the
disease strikes back. In that case, the treatment depends on the location of recurrence, and the
patient's medical history.

What If the Efforts For Mesothelioma Cure Fail?

As we have discussed the survival chances of mesothelioma patients are bleak and the possibility of
mesothelioma cure are rare. In that case it is necessary to make the patients aware that they are
legally entitled to claim compensation for the medical expenses, loss of income, lost earning capacity,
pain and the mental trauma they are undergoing. Though the award of compensation cannot bring
about mesothelioma cure or compensate for the loss of life, yet it can provide some relief to the
mesothelioma victims and their family members.

Kirsten Hawkins is a asbestos and mesothelioma specialist from Nashville, TN. Visit

http://www.asbestosblog.org/

for information on asbestos reform, mesothelioma lawsuit news, and

more.
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