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Using Palladium In White Gold Jewelry Means No More Allergic Reactions

By Jill Renee

White gold jewelry can cause allergic reactions in some people. This is due to the fact that the

majority of white gold jewelry is manufactured using alloys containing nickel as the bleaching agent
and a percentage of the population is allergic to nickel. For these individuals, contact with nickel can
result in dermatological problems that range from a mild skin rash to severe open sores and permanent
scaring. In Europe, there are laws governing the use of nickel in jewelry. The European law is known
as "The Nickel Directive" and states that no nickel can be used in a material that sits in an open
wound, such as after piercing, until healing is complete.

What is a jewelry buyer to do when faced with this information? First of all relax, most people do not
have severe reactions to nickel. And jewelers are starting to use alloys that contain less nickel to
develop white gold jewelry.

Some nickel−free white gold alloys were originally developed in the 1920s using palladium as the
primary bleaching agent. Palladium is part of the platinum group of metals. It is a steel−white metal,
does not tarnish in air, and is the least dense and lowest melting of the platinum group metals.
Palladium has very good corrosion and tarnish resistance, and it mixes well with gold, offering almost
complete homogenization throughout the range of gold−palladium compositions. All these factors make
it a good choice for white gold jewelry manufacturing. It also yields alloys with excellent mechanical
properties superior in many respects to the nickel−whites which can be difficult to work with and contain
pockets of gold and nickel because the two metals don't like to be mixed. Jewelry made from a
palladium/gold alloy will not result in allergic reactions.

You might be asking: "If palladium is so much better than nickel to make white gold, why don't all
jewelers use it?" The answer is cost. Palladium is a bit more expensive to use. The cost of an ounce of
palladium is around $300 currently and consumers don't like paying higher prices for what appears to
be the same jewelry product. However, once people know the facts about nickel white gold and the
allergic risks it presents many are willing to pay a little more.

Another white metal on the horizon is 950 Palladium. Some jewelry manufacturers are making product
from new palladium alloys that can be cast into jewelry. This is a wonderful metal because it is a bright
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white color, very similar to platinum, but has a much lower price. It is still relatively new so jewelers are
still learning how to work best with this metal. Keep your eyes open though, because you will soon be
seeing more of this product, especially with the cost of platinum currently above $1,000 an ounce.

Jill Renee, president of Danforth Diamond, a jewelry store offering platinum, white gold and yellow gold
jewelry at

http://www.danforthdiamond.com/jewelry/index.php

. The Danforth family created the site to

help you find the best value in quality jewelry.

Gold Jewelry: the ultimate adornment for style, beauty and class

By Angela Davis

Gold Jewelry: the ultimate adornment for style, beauty and class by Angela Davis

Gold jewelry can never go out of style. It can look good on almost everyone. It is the ultimate
amalgamation of classic beauty, wealth and style.

The value of gold jewelry depends not only upon the style or the designer who has designed it, but
most importantly it is dependent upon the quality of gold used to make the gold jewelry. The quality of
gold in the gold jewelry is determined by its percentage or by the karat. The higher the karat number,
the higher the percentage of gold in your gold jewelry. The various karat numbers are 24K, 18K, 14K,
12K and 10K − 24K is pure gold.

Gold jewelry is also available in various forms. In some cases it is plated with gold, in some it is filled
with gold and in some others the gold jewelry is made of pure gold. Gold by itself is very soft and isn't
practical for daily wear which is why it has to be mixed with other additional metals to give it tensile
strength such that it can be molded into various designs. Other metals are mixed with it to make it
more durable (and to lower its cost).

Adding other metals to the mix also allows metallurgists to change the color of gold. Palladium or nickel
can be added to create white gold. Adding copper produces a rose or pink tint, while silver gives gold a
greenish cast. If you want jewelry which can be worn regularly then it is wise to get it made out of solid
gold (Solid gold is a term that can be used to describe an item that's at least 10K (in the US) gold all
the way through. Even though it's a gold alloy−−18K, 14K, or anything down to 10K−−it can be called
solid gold.).

Gold has in a way always stood as a symbol for wealth, prestige and power. Through times
immemorial gold jewelry has been the ultimate ornamentation for kings, queens and noblemen. At one
point of time, gold jewelry was also seen as a status symbol and was not meant for the common man.
It still is looked upon as a status symbol since not every one can afford gold jewelry. However because
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of the numerous forms in which gold jewelry is available to day (such as plated gold, gold filled, gold
coated jewelry or gold jewelry of a lower karat), it can now be easily bought by anyone.

Gold jewelry does not entail very big or intricate designs, it can even be quite small simple and
delicate. How so ever a piece of jewelry maybe, it immediately stands out. There is a timeless classic
appeal surrounding it which can never go out of fashion. Gold jewelry is not only something which you
can buy for yourself or as a gift to someone you love; you can also buy gold jewelry to keep as an
asset. The value of gold jewelry does not depreciate, it only appreciates with time. It can prove to be a
very valuable investment.

Gold jewelry is the timeless classic statement of personal style, beauty and sophisticated elegance.

Looking for information about Jewelry?Go to: http://www.merryjewelry.com'Merry Jewelry' is published

by Angela Davis − The Complete Jewelry Resource Directory Check out more Jewelry articles at:
http://www.merryjewelry.com/archive
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