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Valentine's Day - A Romantic Peak Or A Commercial Basement?

By Roy Thomsitt

Every year there is a surge in romantic interest as February, the Month of Hearts, approaches, and

the scent of Valentine's Day begins to waft in the air. When it comes to reality, though, how much of
that surge is genuinely about romance? Is it not all a commercial exercise designed to rake in the
profits?

I do not think anyone can argue that commercial interests contribute greatly to the publicity that
surrounds Valentine's Day. You see it everywhere from Christmas onwards; the Valentine's cards, the
Valentine's chocolates with their heart shaped boxes and pictures of roses, plus of course all the
advertisements for the roses themselves and how you must book early for that Valentine evening meal.

The commercial side of Valentine's can appear so overwhelming you may be persuaded to believe that
it is nothing to do with love and romance at all, but purely about making money; that the hearts and the
roses are nothing more than artificial symbols of a romantic world that no longer exists.

With much of Western society having a hardened veneer, where underneath relationships fall apart
with a puff of wind, and divorce is almost built into marriage, anyone can be forgiven for taking such a
cynical view. However, dismissing the whole Valentine Day experience as nothing but commercial is
far too simplistic, and to do so is to deny oneself a far richer experience: that of genuine romance and
love.

Any commercial venture only succeeds if there is a demand, and Valentine's Day has been a
commercial success for many years. Before then, the Valentine's tradition itself had evolved over many
centuries, long before commerce became the apparent driving force behind it. So where has the
modern demand come from for an event such as Valentine's Day?

Love, attraction, obsession, and romance are as old as the hills, and are integral to the human
constitution. While many modern people may claim that they prefer to be alone and do not need
anyone else, do not need love and romance in their lives, if they were truly honest with themselves
they may say something very different. It is not "macho" to publicly need love, affection and romance,
so many hide from their own truth, that they probably yearn for the love of another as much as the
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most openly romantic.

Others, though, reflect as much desire for romantic love as any man or woman over the centuries, and
it is deeply natural to do so. They reflect those desires as they go searching for romantic fiction, love
poems and true love stories by the million. If they do have love in their lives as Valentine's Day comes
around, then they are well prepared to make the most of it; to indulge in the romantic image with their
own twist of reality and desire.

Love and romance have not died and will never die. Some may shy away in fear of the pain of a failed
or a tragic romance; but others dive in head first, not fearful that their love will turn out to be as tragic
as Romeo and Juliet. Such people provide the never ending demand for a Valentine's Day that
transcends the commercial and explores all the bright and dark corridors of romance. In other words,
experience life to the full, and risk the pain and heartache to achieve the ecstasy.

This Valentines Day

http://www.romeo−and−juliet−valentines.com

article was written by Roy Thomsitt.

Enjoy a good romance? You can also read Roy's Romeo and Juliet story.

http://www.romeo−and−juliet−valentines.com/Romeo_Juliet_Story.htm

Free Valentine Greeting Cards

By Cameron Lindblom

Free Valentine Greeting Cards by Cameron Lindblom

RealEstateGates.com offers its visitors free Valentine Greeting Cards. Express your love and devotion
to your beloved friend or spouse with our lovely free flash cards on Valentine's Day!

All the existing legends are telling that Valentine was a priest living in the 3rd century A.D. in Rome.
When Emperor Claudius II decided that lonely men make better soldiers than married ones, he
prohibited young men best suiting for service to get married. Realizing all the unfairness of this ban,
Valentine countered to Claudius and secretly carried out marriage ceremonies. When Claudius learned
that, Valentine was sentenced to death.

Stories often stop at this spot. However, there are various sequels to the legend about Valentine.

Being imprisoned, Valentine fell in love with warder's daughter. According to one of the legends, she
took care of him during his imprisonment. According to another one, she was blind and the warder
asked Valentine to cure her blindness, as Valentine was also a healer. The priest advised her to
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prepare special ointment. Unfortunately, it didn't help.

On February 14th, 270 A.D. right before the execution Valentine wrote a farewell love−letter and signed
it with words "From your Valentine"). He also put a bit of yellow saffron inside of the letter. When the
lady was holding it, she could see the bright color of the grass. A miracle happened... The girl became
sighted.

In 496 A.D. Pope Gelasius declared January 14th St. Valentine's Day.

Legends describe Valentine as tender, brave and the most romantic person in history. No wonder
Valentine was one of the most popular priests throughout England and France in the Middle Ages.

So, don't waste your time to greet people dear to you with our free Valentine Greeting Cards (
http://www.realestategates.com/postcard/index.html ) on this day!

Happy Valentine's Day!

from RealEstateGates.com
Author: Cameron Lindblom

RealEstateGates.com offers its visitors free Valentine Greeting Cards. Express your love and devotion
to your beloved friend or spouse with our lovely free flash cards on Valentine's Day...
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