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WILL A NUCLEAR "ARMAGEDDON" BE THE LAST WAR? (Part 1)

By Arthur Zulu

There is a mad competition going on right now at a closed petrol station by a bunch of rascals. Each
one is clutching a
box of matches. Who will be the winner of the contest?
The first person to strike a match!

Now, suppose you were a spectator at the contest. And suppose the rascals not wanting to be beaten
in the game,
lit their matches simultaneously. What will happen to you,
the rascals and the filling station? Everyone will vaporize!

But that's a small thing −− a picnic in a park, when compared
to the threat of the coming thermal nuclear "Armageddon".
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Nuclear apologists believe strongly that a nuclear holocaust
is the greatest threat to our survival. So when you talk of the Big Crunch, Asteroids, Space aliens, or a
plague wiping
out civilization on earth, the joke is: "Here comes the dreamer!"

True, the idea that man will self−destruct −− destroy himself
in an all − out war, is not new. "War", according to a historian,
"is a constant in history". Right from the ancient times to the present, it has been an instrument for the
survival of nations.
No wonder it has been said that if you want peace, prepare
for war.

But soon, that old adage will change to: "If you want to end the world, prepare for war". Forget the

United Nations. Their work does not include the prevention of war, nor the prevention of the world's
destruction.

Look at these quotations and you will find out that this is not a joking matter:

"We are perilously near to a new international anarchy" −−
The Washington Post.

"The proliferation of super weapons is now the most dangerous specter facing this planet" −− CRITICAL

MASS by Williams E. Burrows and Roberts Windrem.

"There are now more than 50,000 nuclear weapons, ... enough to obliterate a million Hiroshimas...
There is little question that our global civilization would be destroyed" −− Carl Sagan.

"The outbreak of the war in 1914 is the great turning point of the history of humanity." −− Peter Munch.

"Everything would get better and better. This was the world
I was born in... Suddenly, unexpectedly, one morning in 1914
the whole thing came to an end" −− Harold Macmillan.

"Civilization is going downhill. Very definitely ... when civilization goes downhill, the whole planet goes
down" −−
Lewis Mumford.

Those are frightening things to hear. But things never have been the same since the world went mad in
1914. Instruments of death were freely used −− poison gas, automatic weapons, huge canons, napalm
bombs, atomic bombs.

When two atom bombs landed, one in Hiroshima and the other in Nagasaki, Japan in 1945, thousands
perished in a twinkle of an eye − Hiroshima (80,000), Nagasaki (73,000).
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Now look at this statistics: World War II took about 55 million lives (four times the casualties of World
War I). Yet, all the nuclear weapons possessed by the superpowers equal six thousand Second World
Wars! And the nuclear weapons possessed by the United States alone can kill every living human on
earth today more than 12 times!

So, forget the millions that died during the world wars (that's child play). Forget the more than 35
million souls
that have died since the end of world war II in more than 150 wars (that's a picnic at the Beach). Forget
the over 100 million persons that died in the last century alone, from wars and "ethnic cleansing" (that's
women's war). And do not mind the fact that as you read this, about 12 wars are going on around the
world (like a tea party).

But when a full−scale nuclear cataclysm breaks out, this planet will be in darkness, and by the time the
thick smoke dissipates, you will raise a high five (just in case you still have five fingers), if you survive.
Hear Carl Sagan again: "There `s no such thing as a winnable nuclear war because its aftermath would
be so appalling that the survivors would envy the dead".

But just before you choose either to die or survive a nuclear war (not to talk of the nuclear winter), let's
see what would happen if nuclear bombs start raining now!
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By Arthur Zulu

Let's say that a full nuclear conflagration is going on right now at the North Pole. And let's suppose you
are somewhere in the South Pole.

Although you are in the antipodes −− far away from the scene of the nuclear war, you will not escape
the blast, the
fire, and the radiation. You will be so uncomfortable that you will suddenly find yourself dancing to the
tune of an maginary symphony.

Now, let's shift the goal post of the nuclear action half way around the world from the artic to the
equator. Do you think that you will still be dancing?

Imagine the nukes now exploding and flying around down under in Antarctica. What will be your fate?
Or the fate of the smallest living things? Or what do you think the fire and the heat will be doing to the
ice? Well, your guess is as good as mine.

Thousands in Asia and Europe who suffered the nuclear inter when the nuclear plant in Chernobyl,
Russia leaked accidentally can give you an introductory lesson on nuclear crisis. But the lecture may
not be complete because those who died from the leakage, and who were buried in raised sealed
metal graves (to prevent contamination), will not be
around to give you the postscript.

Now, look at this parade of weapons of mass destruction −−5,000 nuclear weapons on hair − trigger
alert, 4,000 intercontinental ballistic missiles (2,000 on either side
of the Atlantic) and 1,000 submarine ballistic missiles, all set, to wreak havoc, at any time!

But the United States and Russia are not the only countries having these instruments of death. Never
mind that the weapons have been reduced (new ones are added), and never mind that they have
agreed not to aim the missiles at each other (it can be reloaded within seconds).

The fact is that apart from the traditional five nuclear club nations −− The United States, Russia, Britain,
France and China, some rogue states −− Iran, Iraq and North Korea are in possession of the deadly
weapons. And these rogue states −− axis of evil (apologies to George Bush Jr.) cannot be trusted, (no
wonder the U.S. has donned a nuclear umbrella to catch falling "evil" missiles).

So in this age of mutual assured destruction (MAD) −− check your dictionary for synonyms, a nuclear
power can launch an attack on warning (whether real or imagined), or on attack (just in case you don't
have a nuclear shield over your head). And the doomsday clock ticks dangerously close to the
midnight hour!
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Therefore, show me the signatories of the Nuclear Non−Proliferation Treaty, and show me the
signatories of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, and I will show you the hypocrites!

Now, just because you may not be around to tell what struck you during a nuclear war, let me tell you
the power of just one−megaton bomb!

Act 1. Actor : Thermal Radiation (Call him Light and Heat).

You are going to be blinded by a terrible flash of light that would pale Saul's experience into naught.
You will be vaporized by the intense heat of the fireball. Your house, clothes, furniture and neighbors
will end up in a fire twice the burning power of the core of the sun! And your dead body will be bathed
by a black sooty rain!

Act 2. Actor: Air Blast. (Call him wind). A terrible hurricane generated by the nuclear blast carries you,
your house, and debris, to where only God knows! You and your neighbors suffocate to death with
pieces of glass and metal buried in your body. Your ears, eyes and lungs rupture. Your flesh is hanging
from your body and dragging on the ground, and your hair standing on end.

Act 3. Actor: Radiation. (Call him the undertaker)

Your body is given a special treat by neutrons and gamma rays. Result? Nausea, vomiting, convulsion,
tremor, ataxia, hemorrhaging and lethargy are your friends. And cancer, infertility, abortion, diarrhea,
weakness, nervous disorder, deformed children, stillborn and infectious diseases are your relatives.
And if you die or are mortally wounded, flies and maggots will be your attendants.

The unfortunate survivor will have only one inglorious job −− gathering and lighting of dead bodies, and
die in the end by an epidemic. Or if there are no survivors, vultures and scavengers (if any are left), will
eat, to eat no more.

You can choose now. Would you like to die or to survive the coming nuclear disaster? Whatever your
choice is, do not write a will. Because there will be no property or inheritors!

The land, the vegetation and the waters will be left, though too poisoned to sustain life. But which
survivor (if at all) would like to inherit a poisoned estate?
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