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We all love a well behaved dog
By Mark McAuley

All of us remember our first puppy when we were kids. Bringing them home as they are

crawling all over your lap. Licking your face with their cute little pink tongues. Of course

what we remember as kids with our first dog is a lot different from what our parents remember about
that time. As a lot of us have found out since we grew up and brought a puppy home for our family.

We soon realize there is much work that goes along with the cute little guy. It's not long

before he is chewing everything in site. You find yourself moving everything in your house as if you had
a toddler around. Then there is the house training, lots of fun there.

With some dogs it could take weeks before your dog has mastered going to the door.

Which is why some people give up and just spend their time cleaning up after him.

But thankfully here are some great products out there to aid in house training your dog.

The biggest thing | have found though, is you need to be consistent with your puppy. Just like a child,
puppies can easily learn to have a routine. The first thing every morning you take him outside, just
before bed you take him out. You need to keep the puppy around you, if you spend most of your day
on the lower level of your house, then that's where the puppy should be too. You need to keep an eye
on him. If he has a drink, you give him about 10 minutes than take him out and see if he will go. An
hour after he eats, do the same thing. Not only will he eventually learn to do his business outside, but
also it will happen quicker because you are being consistent.

The same with the chewing, you must catch him in the act and change his mind. Whether you do this
by giving him a chew toy and luring him away from whatever it is he is chewing. Just tell him NO, and
then give him something else to do.

The biggest problem today with people training their pets is that they don't have time. You both work
all day and are tired when you get home, the last thing you want to do is work on training your puppy.
This is a terrible situation for the puppy though, because they are in a new environment. They were
removed from their mother and siblings. Then people bring them home and leave them by themselves
for 8 to 10 hours a day.

If there can be no one home for the first few months you have your pet then you should probably wait
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until the situation changes. This kind of set up will never work for you or the puppy. Therefore if this is
your household, don't get a pet at this time.

To everyone with a dog or cat, just take care of them and love them and you will get much love back.

Mark McAuley is a 40 year old father. He works at a factory and is struggling along with a website. He
usually just writes from personal experience.

Visit his websites at:

Your Dog is a Social Animal — and Needs You!
By Brigitte Smith

Your dog is a social being, just like you! He/she loves walking in the park with you, playing ball or
chase with you, and just being with you. Even when he/she's lying around the house or the backyard
having a snooze, your dog is well aware of your presence, or absence, and appreciates every minute
you spend with him/her. If you have a family, your dog loves being part of your family and no doubt has
a special relationship with most, if not all, of the family members.

| have a Rottweiler, Kara, and a Staffordshire Bull Terrier, Jet. They're both female and both just turned
9 years. I've had them since they were puppies, and they're definitely members of my family. | love
them to bits and would be lost without them.

I'll bet your dog is much like mine when it comes to interacting with you.

I know my dogs are always beside themselves with joy and excitement whenever | come home —
regardless of whether I've been away for a week, or just popped out for 10 minutes! What human gets
that excited to see you? No one? | thought so. | don't know any human who's even half that happy to
see me.

Kara often stands and wags her tail when | walk past her in the house or when | talk to her. And Jet
doesn't move from her comfortable position lying down. But her tail thumps up and down on the floor.
Just goes to show that every dog has his/her own unique personality. Just like us.

And my dogs just love being let in from outside. They consider their place is in the house - just like the
human members of the household!

And why not? Dogs really can be a man's (or a woman's or a child's) best friend. They rarely ask for
anything. So long as you feed them regularly, and show them some love and attention, they're happy.
And a happy dog is the first step to a healthy dog. (Don't get me wrong, dogs don't have to be allowed
in the house to be happy — mind you, my dogs would like me to believe that this is the case!)

Consistency when dealing with your dog is very important. And I'm talking here about both the initial
teaching/training of your dog, and also the reinforcement of those teachings throughout your dog's life.
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It's essential for your dog's wellbeing for you to be consistent when disciplining, playing with and just
simply spending time with, your dog. But it's also important for other members of the household (and
even frequent visitors) to treat your dog in a similar manner where possible. This is particularly so if
your dog has any problem behaviours, such as jumping up at people. If you don't also ask your family
and your visitors to make it clear to your dog that this is unacceptable, your dog is unlikely to curb the
jumping altogether. And this may simply perpetuate the problem.

Dogs who experience consistency tend to be better behaved dogs, and, guess what? You guessed it -
better behaved dogs are happier dogs, and happier dogs are healthier dogs!

So you know what to do — love your dog, spend quality time with your dog, and make sure you're
consistent.

(c) Brigitte Smith, Healthy Happy Dogs, 2004

Brigitte Smith is a dog lover and owns 2 dogs — a Rottweiler and a Staffordshire Bull Terrier. Brigitte
has a special interest in improving the health and possibly extending the life of your dog.

You can subscribe to the Healthy Happy Dogs ezine - for free tips, information, strategies and
resources for a healthier happier dog — at:

http://mwww.HealthyHappyDogs.com

Brigitte@HealthyHappyDogs.com
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