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Weekend Breaks to Malta

By Mike Anderson

No visit to Malta would be complete without a visit to its elegant, walled city of Mdina and its suburb,

Rabat, in the Old City. Mdina and Rabat are steeped more than 4000 years in history when they
formed part of a Roman settlement. Walking through Mdina, one feels as if one has been transported
in a time capsule to another era of bygone yesteryear. It was here, in AD 60, that the Apostle St Paul
was rumoured to have lived whilst shipwrecked in the Maltese Islands.

A silent city by day where automobiles are generally off−limits (more out of respect for the ghosts of the
city), Mdina really comes alive at night when hundreds of twinkling lamps and lanterns dotted within the
walled interiors of the city transform the narrow, curved streets leading onto bastions and palace
courtyards into something out of a fairytale. You can enjoy a delicious al−fresco meal at one of the
countless restaurants of Mdina and enjoy a glass of chilled beer in any one of the bars under the
glittering lights of this exotic walled city.

This old, medieval capital of Malta rises high above the Maltese Islands and offers panoramic vistas of
the city. Many walking tours and scenic bus tours are available to discover the hidden delights of this
magical city.

The Maltese Islands are at the very heart of the Mediterranean and are often referred to as the islands
of sunshine and history. Less than a three hour flight from the UK and with a good range of airlines
such as Air Malta and GB Airways operating daily flights from Gatwick, Heathrow, Stansted,
Manchester and Birmingham as well as low cost carriers now operating from other regional airports, it
has never been easier to get to Malta for a quick getaway or a longer holiday. Whether you're after a
weekend break or a fortnight in the sun, you'll find it all on Malta specialists,

www.mymalta.co.uk

.

Book your trip online and receive great savings on luxury hotels and cheap flights as well as a regular
e−letter updating you on regular special free night offers, room upgrades and heavily discounted
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holiday packages.

Once you've seen the ancient city of Malta and its walled city of Mdina, been done by some innocent
looking street vendor offering you a once−in−a−lifetime bargain and relaxed on the soft honeycomb at
Ghadira Bay...it's then time to go diving! Malta offers amazing diving and water sport opportunities for
both beginners and advanced open water and cave divers in its tiny, unspoilt island of Comino with its
stunning blue lagoon. All visitors to Malta should take the time to visit the uninhabited island of Comino
and the tranquil, green island of Gozo. Day trips to nearby Italian and Sicilian cities are very popular
with tourists who can get there by car and passenger ferries.

Mike writes about "Weekend Breaks To Malta ". Get more information about Malta, a beautiful island at
the very heart of Mediterranean, at

www.mymalta.co.uk

Jets Buzz Holiday Island

By Roger Munns

With visitor numbers static in recent years and facing new competiton from former Eastern Bloc
countries offering cheap holidays, the recent announcement by the Maltese government that
negotiations were at an advanced stage with two low cost airlines has sparked hopes that the island
will see a rise in visitor numbers − much to the relief of some in the travel industry worried about the
future of Malta as a holiday destination.

Even before the new carriers to the island land the existing airlines have been offering return flights at
prices seemingly much lower than in the past to try and hold on to their share of the market.

According to on−line travel guide YourMalta.com the airline negotiations have been tempered with the
need for the island's government to see that the national carrier, Air Malta, isn't damaged as it is one of
Malta's major employers.

Traditionally the UK has been Malta's biggest market for incoming tourists, often making up over half of
the island's visitors in any given year, but some on the island see even this market as under threat.
And property buyers from the UK have accounted for seventy per cent of Malta property sales to
overseas buyers in recent years.

A good portion of UK visitors and property buyers for Malta in recent years have been ex−forces who
served for the British during WW2 when Malta held out against Hitler's Luftwaffe, and then in
peacetime through to 1964 when Malta became independent, who returned for holidays.

But with the inevitability of this market declining a new breed of Malta's holiday and hotel entrepreneurs
see Malta's future as less dependent on the UK tourist, and being more cosmopolitan in her outlook.

Declining Market and New Opportunities
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Tribune Properties, a UK company specialising in Malta properties, say they have noticed more buyers
making enquiries from other countries over the last year. In particular they say they have been
receiving enquiries from France, Italy and Germany.

`The UK remains the foundation for overseas property buyers considering buying property in Malta, but
the overall percentage is reducing as more and more people in mainland Europe have visited Malta,
and liked it so much they want to either move to the island full time or buy a holiday home.

The arrival of low cost flights to Malta though could reignite British interest as three and four day
breaks a few times a year becomes financially viable. If the airlines fly to destinations in Europe too the
number of buyers for Malta property could rise in the immediate and medium term' explains Tribune's
Managing Director, Roger Munns.

For Malta's tourist industry three and four day visitors in increased numbers will be a welcome boost.
There is discussion on the island about extending club's opening hours beyond the current 4am.

Clubbers in the UK are used to 6am closing, and might be deterred from making a weekend trip with a

three hour flight only to find shorter hours available for partying.

`There are new opportunities for Malta, and it's for the island to decide whether to embrace them and
gain a new generation of visitors - or ignore them and lose an asset for the economy' agree
YourMalta.com

`Malta has a lot to offer the visitor apart from being a Mediterranean holiday island. Malta has a rich
culture and history, and can easily appeal to all generations from toddlers to pensioners. More Italians
and other nationalities are discovering Malta as a destination. Malta will become more cosmopolitan.
And while some of the older more conservative residents are likely to be against a younger and more
diverse mix of visitors from what they have been used to and see change as something to be afraid of,
we believe the island will embrace the more cosmopolitan feel, while retaining the features that make
Malta a unique visit among her Mediterranean island competitors.'

For holidays in Malta, the weather, a map, real estate and property, car hire, villa holiday, flights, Malta
hotels including the Qawra Palace, Palm Court and others in Mellieha, Valletta, St Julian's, Bugibba, St
Paul's Bay, Qawra and Sliema visit

http://www.yourmalta.com

For property in Malta

http://www.maltaproperty.info
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