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Mesothelioma the medical name for cancer of the pleura (the lining of the lung and chest cavity) or
cancer of the peritoneum (the lining of the abdomen). It is usually caused by prolonged or persistent
exposure to asbestos.

Symptoms of mesothelioma may not appear until between twenty and fifty years after exposure, which
explains why so many new cases of this form of cancer are coming to light now, even though the
dangers of asbestos were realized long ago and measures taken to reduce the risk of the disease.

As with many forms of cancer, the mesothelioma tumor can spread rapidly, often infecting the opposite
pleura, and continuing on to other internal organs. Symptoms include a shortness of breath, chest
pains, coughing, and loss of weight.

Testing can be carried out initially by X—Ray, with a Thoric CT and open lung biopsy being used to
confirm the findings of the early tests. If it is diagnosed early enough, the tumor can be surgically
removed, and with follow—up chemotherapy and radiation treatment, full recovery is often possible.

However, in more advanced cases, cure is usually not possible. In such cases, chemotherapy and
radiation treatment can be used alongside other pain relief treatments, to ease the symptoms. Where
cure is not possible, the average survival time is between four and eighteen months, depending on the
stage of the tumor and the general health of the patient.

Angela Cambourne owns and maintains the Mesothelioma Hub, an extensive resource site.

http://www.mesothelioma—hub.com
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Mesothelioma Research: Search For Hope
By Kirsten Hawkins

Mesothelioma research refers to the studies for discovering new facts or information about
mesothelioma cancers. Mesothelioma is a life threatening cancerous disease. It affects the lining of
abdominal organs and lungs. Only known reason of this disease is exposure to asbestos particles.
Diagnosis of mesothelioma is a difficult process. This is mainly because asbestos particles may lie
dormant in the body for up to 50 years before appearance of symptoms. Average survival time of
mesothelioma patients is 1-2 years. Mesothelioma research is important considering the increasing
number of mesothelioma patients every year.

Key Points of Mesothelioma Research

Most of the mesothelioma research going on today is focused towards the effects of asbestos particles
on human cells. Scientists undertaking mesothelioma research are studying the process through which
asbestos corrupts the healthy cells of the body. Ongoing research about mesothelioma provides a ray
of hope that sometime in the future it may become possible to prevent the damaging effects of
asbestos particles on human cells.

During the course of mesothelioma research, experts are also performing clinical trials on the
mesothelioma patients. They are conducting clinical trials on the patients who are diagnosed for
mesothelioma cancers on early stages as well as later stages. Doctors emphasize on trials on both
types of patients because both of them equally require relief from mesothelioma cancers. Ongoing
mesothelioma research and newer information every day provides hope to mesothelioma victims that
any trial can result into the discovery of an effective treatment for mesothelioma cancers.

Sponsors of Mesothelioma Research

Many organizations including the companies responsible for the exposure to asbestos particles are
sponsoring mesothelioma research. It is the moral duty of those companies because many people are
on brink of death because of their negligence. Law firms are also keeping a close watch on
mesothelioma research because many patients are adopting legal course for seeking mesothelioma
compensation. A mesothelioma law firm has better chances for getting compensation for its client if
they better information about this dangerous disease.

Kirsten Hawkins is a asbestos and mesothelioma specialist from Nashville, TN. Visit
http://www.asbestosblog.org/

for information on asbestos reform, mesothelioma lawsuit news, and

more.
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