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What Is The Lemon Law − A Concise Definition

By Earl Powers

Lemon law refers to the statement from the government that was created to protect consumers from

defective piece of automobile. An automobile that has manufacturing defect or if it asks for repeated
repairs after purchase and if the automobile is under warranty period, such a vehicle is termed as a
lemon.

A law was placed for the benefit of consumers to prevent them from a lemon vehicle. In a nut shell if
any vehicle such as a car is under warranty period and is suffering from various defects that prevent a
consumer to use the vehicle effectively then Lemon law act or the Magnuson Moss Act comes into
force.

Lemon law can be enforced on any sort of vehicle like a car, truck, van, SUV, motorcycle, boat or
computer, etc. If any of these consumer durables is found to be defective then the consumer is entitled
for either money back, replacement or a cash settlement. The law can be consulted with a Lemon law
attorney as various states have different lemon laws. Some states have a lemon law for only the
automobiles but some also include other consumer durables like computers, etc.

A dealer or manufacturer should have made number of attempts to repair the vehicle before being
declared as lemon. Usually three or more attempts in row over a short period of time are required for
any vehicle to be termed as lemon. Lemon law is also applicable to vehicles which have been resold
but are still under warranty and meet the mileage and time criteria. More often it is very difficult to
persuade a manufacturer to accept a lemon vehicle. In such cases a lemon suit is often called for.

To ensure whether a vehicle is a lemon or not one should observe certain conditions of the vehicle
before pursuing a lemon law suit. A vehicle should exhibit some serious defect or some abnormal
condition. Such a condition should be covered by manufacturer's warranty. Number of attempts for
repair should also be taken into account before preparing a lemon law suit. A written notice should
have also been issued to the manufacturer prior to a lemon law suit.

A vehicle that has been bought back by the manufacturer from the customer is known as a Lemon Buy
Back. Such lemon buy backs are often sold in auctions as used cars by the manufacturers.

What Is The Lemon Law − A Concise Definition

1

http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com


The Lemon law enforced for protecting consumers from the lemon vehicles is Magnuson−Moss
Warranty Act. This lemon law states that any advertised guarantee should explicitly state relevant
information about a warranty. This law ensures that any warranty for goods above $15 should be
clearly expressed on the goods and should be clear and easy to understand. The Magnuson−Moss
Warranty act enables a consumer to bring suit to any manufacturer, supplier, warrantor, or service
contractor for any defective piece of good or services.

A lemon vehicle explicitly loses market value due to its manufacturing defect. Moreover, manufacturing
defects may lead to several life threatening circumstances. It also substantially impedes a person's
ability to control or operate a motor vehicle for ordinary use or intended purposes. Any manufacturing
defect can also create a substantial risk of fire or explosion. All these risk elements call for enforcement
of Lemon law in the states of United States. This law helps consumer from all such threats and
hazardous circumstances.

Earl Powers, US Lawyer and Lemon Law expert at Aquest Group LLC (

http://www.the−lemon−law.com

) publishes other articles related to Lemon Law at

http://www.what−is−the−lemon−law.com

and

http://www.used−car−lemon−law.com

Understanding The Lemon Law

By Stephen Kreutzer

Lemon laws were designed to protect the consumer. Buying a vehicle is one of the major purchases a
person can make and having protection against a bad deal is important. Lemon laws differ from state
to state, but the basics of the law are standard throughout the United States.

The lemon law gives consumers a basic definition of what considers a vehicle to be a lemon. It also
states the manufacturer is responsible for problems and goes on to define how matters should be
handled when a lemon is in question. The lemon laws sets up a warranty period that is usually
between 12 and 24 months. It also specifies how many attempts must be made to correct the defect
before a refund or replacement is ordered. Most often serious defects that would affect the safety and
security of passengers is allowed one attempt to correct. Other lesser concerns usually are allowed
three attempts. When the refund is given there are dedications for use of the vehicle. This usually
correlates with the number of miles on the vehicle. Not every situation qualifies under the lemon law,
so checking state regulations is important before attempting to use the law.

What Is The Lemon Law − A Concise Definition

2



Once you know your situation qualifies under the lemon law there are some steps to take. Repairs are
an important part of the lemon law, as stated above, there are a certain number of attempts allowed to
try to repair the defect. It is important that you keep good repair records to prove the attempts have
been made. After repairs have been attempted you have to notify the manufacturer about what is
happening. You should then be set up to get the refund or replacement. Sometimes the manufacturer
will disagree and you may have to go to court to resolve the matter.

Lemon laws are a way to make manufacturers responsible for the vehicles they make. When a person
buys a vehicle they expect to be able to drive it and use it, not be stuck with major problems.
Fortunately more often than not major defects are caught as soon a the vehicle is on the market and
the manufacturer steps up to replace them. However, if this doesn't happen then your state's lemon
laws are there to look out for your rights.

Stephen Kreutzer is a freelance publisher based in Cupertino, California. He publishes articles and
reports in various ezines and provides information on lemon laws at Lemon Law Facts.

http://www.lemonlawfacts.info
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