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What To Look For In Cooking Schools

By Linda Emerson

As they say, the greatest way to a man's heart is through his stomach. Is it any wonder why most

women painstakingly toil and learn the art of cooking? Hence, most people who know how to cook
would normally teach the others who do not know. They started having some sessions with every dish
being taught every time the supposed to be teacher to his or her supposed to be student. As the time
went by, this kind of teaching the others how to cook had been an invigorating activity. And so,
gradually cooking schools were built, maybe with those who first taught cooking.

I. Culinary Schools − A Brief Rundown

Since its inception and practice, cooking schools had continuously provided their students, first, with
the basics of cooking. Thereafter, they advanced to the next level until their students had the
confidence to progress their learning on their own. The first sessions of classes in cooking schools
before are not as organized as it is today. Nevertheless, the growth of the cooking schools can be
traced back to the very first informal session they had before. Since then, cooking schools gradually
develop into a more organized way of teaching somebody how to cook.

II. Choices

The problem is too many cooking schools. As a potential student, of course you will want to attend the
very best learning institution that you can.

1. Is it accredited? In most instances, it always takes a certificate in order to prove one's worth to an
employer. In this case, a good cooking school should be accredited, and not just by so−and−so
company but a valid accrediting agency. From its accreditation, you can now tell its length of service in
the business. So those who have been in the business for at least 6 years are good enough, right?

2. Do you need a job right away after your training? If so, then it's best to choose cooking schools that
can give you career advancement right after your training. Good cooking schools require their students
to have on−the−job−training within restaurants and hotels. In turn, it will be good exposure for you
especially if you want to work for them in the future.

What To Look For In Cooking Schools

1

http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com


3. Are you particular with the student−teacher ratio? If so, then choose a cooking school that offers at
least a maximum of 15 students per instructor. This is to facilitate ease of teaching and improve better
comprehension among the students. A smaller class size is better especially if the session includes
mostly of a one−on−one approach.

4. Do you have a tight budget? Normally, good cooking schools cost a lot more than the typical
cooking schools. So, if you are really determined to start your cooking lessons, it's a must that you
have the budget for it. Otherwise, you might just end up with a cheap one but cannot give you the right
techniques as far as cooking is concerned.

5. You need a good instructor for a good cooking school, right?

That is, if you really want to know how to cook effectively and professionally. So, it's best that you

check on the background of the instructors in the cooking school that you chose to enrol with. Find
some helpful information if they are good enough teach you the art of cooking.

6. Proximity Can you endure a long ride going to the cooking school? If not, then it's best that you
choose a good cooking school that is located within your locality. This will give you a shorter time for
commuting.

7. Is it private or a public? If you go for public cooking schools, you might save a hefty amount of
money because they are cost cheaper than the private ones. But then again, the quality of the school
facilities and instruction may suffer because the government may not have allotted a budget for the
school.

For more great Culinary School related articles and resources check out

http://www.culinary−school−insider.com

Baltimore Schools Lose In Court −− Ruling Favored Charter Schools

By Patricia Hawke

In 2005, City Neighbors and Patterson Park Public, two charter schools in Baltimore, appealed the
Baltimore schools' per student funding formula to the state board. The board ruled in their favor, and
the Baltimore schools appealed the board's decision in the Court of Special Appeals, Maryland's
second highest court. Early this month, the court ruled in favor of the charter schools, requiring
Maryland school systems to spend as much money per student at charter schools as they spend at
their traditional schools.

Charter schools are publicly funded, but they operate independently under contracts with local school
boards. Of the 24 charter schools in the state of Maryland, 17 are located in the Baltimore schools
system.
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The Baltimore schools' per student funding formula differs between their traditional schools and charter
schools. Traditional schools receive the equivalent of approximately $11,000 per student. Charter
schools receive $5,859 per student in cash, with the remainder received in services provided to the
schools by the Baltimore schools system, such as special education and food. City Neighbors and
Patterson Park Public contend that this formula limits their ability to choose how to provide services to
their students, and the court agreed.

After the court handed down its ruling, the Baltimore schools board met in executive session, issuing a
vaguely worded statement. It reiterated that the Baltimore schools remain a strong supporter of
charters schools, but believe the recent court ruling will hurt the traditional schools by imposing a
financial hardship on the vast majority of them. The statement further noted that the ruling could result
in traditional schools receiving less per student funding than the charter schools. Additionally, the
statement said that the board is fully committed to complying with the law, but it leaves open the
possibility of an appeal by stating that the Baltimore schools board "feels obligated to fully consider its
legal options."

After the statement was released, City Neighbors board President Bobbi Macdonald stated that they
were not asking for more money, only equity within the Baltimore schools system. City Neighbors
attorney Will DuBois underscored the fact that both the state board and the court agreed on a funding
model that achieves the parity sought by the two charter schools.

The charter schools hope to meet with the Baltimore schools to discuss the court's ruling. They would
like to move forward with the Baltimore schools board toward the interest of all Baltimore schools
students. Meanwhile, the Baltimore schools board Chairman Brian D. Morris stated that the Baltimore
schools currently is analyzing the financial impact of the court's ruling.

Patricia Hawke is a staff writer for Schools K−12, providing free, in−depth reports on all U.S. public and
private K−12 schools. For more information on Baltimore schools visit

http://www.schoolsk−12.com/Maryland/Baltimore/index.html
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