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It is no secret that search engines are the number one traffic generating method for driving visitors to
the different web sites. Search engines are very useful in helping people find the relevant information
they seek on the Internet. The major search engines develop and maintain their own gigantic database
of web sites that can be searched by a user typing in a keyword or keyword phrase in the search box.

Search engine optimization (SEO) is the process of studying the search engines in an effort to
determine how to get your web site to rank high on user searches. Depending on the statistical
information reviewed, search engines account for over 80% of the visitor traffic to web sites.

Within the search engine category, Google accounts for most of the search engine traffic. The other
top search engines include but are not limited to: Yahoo, AOL Search, Overture, AllTheWeb, MSN
Search, WiseNut, HotBot, Teoma, and Ask Jeeves. You can register your web site with the various
search engines but it is a demanding process and takes time.

Visitor traffic from the search engines can be obtained through organic (natural) or pay—per—click (PPC)
search results. The non—paid organic search results are the list of web sites (generally 10 per page)
returned when a user searches on a specific keyword or keyword phrase. Keyword is the word or
phrase that is typed into the search engine's search box. The PPC items are the paid advertisements
for a specific keyword or keyword phrase and listed on the same page as the organic search results.

You are telling the search engines what your web site is about when you employ SEO tactics. Search
engine optimization involves the layout of your web page so that it is very easy to navigate and read. In
addition, you must skillfully place your keywords in your web page in a manner that conveys the
information that is being searched for by your visitor. The keywords should be placed in the Title tag,
Meta Description tag and at the beginning of the Body tag sections. Search engines look for relevant
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and original content in your web page that is relative to the your site's keyword theme.

Search engines find out about your web site through your submission to the search engine or through
a link to your site from another web site that has already been indexed. The search engine uses a
spider (i.e., a computer program) to index (i.e., classify and include in the search engine database)
your individual web site pages. The spider is often referred to as a crawler. These spiders follow links
from one site to another site and create an index of information for inclusion in the search engine
database on each web page they visit. The spider is more likely to index a static HTML web page
higher than one generated dynamically.

You can make your web page more search engine friendly by reducing or eliminating any flash
animation or graphics in your home page. Design each page of your web site so that the keyword or

keyword phrase information being searched for by your visitors can be easily found. You need to
convey the central message or theme of your web page to your visitors.

In addition, your web site should have a site map. A site map displays a visual model of the pages
within your web site. It enables your visitors to navigate through your web site that has more than one
page. Each listing in your site map should be an active link to enable your visitor to click on the link and
move directly to that specific section of your web site.

It will take a lot of concentrated work to achieve a top ranking in any of the search engines. Rank is the
position in the search engine results page that a web site appears when someone searches for a
specific keyword or keyword phrase. The typical search engine results page has 10 positions for web
sites returned as the result of the user's search.
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How Can Seo Help My Website?
By Dana Bradley

SEO or search engine optimization is very useful for any website. Search engine optimization basically
directs search engines to your website whenever a key word is typed. So if your web site is search
engine optimized, whenever a user types in the keyword "cat," your website will be displayed on the
search list if you are a cat lover's web site.
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If you are a marketing firm trying to sell different kinds of products, then you may want to use search
engine optimization to your advantage. If you are selling carpets for instance, you would definitely want
the users to see your site when they search for carpets on the internet. Your sales will dramatically
increase if you properly optimize your site for search engines.

If you are a charitable institution that is looking for donors to your cause, then you may want to use
search engine optimization to increase everyone's awareness of what you are trying to do in the world.
Let us say you are trying to save the dolphins in your area from extinction. If you would like to raise
funds for dolphin protection in your area, you must use search engine optimization to reach users who
type in "dolphins” in their search engines. Not only will you reach these people and let them know of
your cause, they will also probably be donors and helping hands to what you are trying to do in this
world.

Let us say you are an internet dating site. You charge members $2 a month to be listed on your dating
list. If you would like to increase the number of users in your website, then you should use search
engine optimization. Whenever someone is looking for a date through the internet, all you have to do is
to be key word sensitive to the word dating on search engines. Whenever someone types the word
"date" or "dating," your site will automatically appear on top of the list. Watch web traffic increase in
your site and watch your online sales soar to new heights.

If you are someone who simply wants to become popular, then you could use search engine
optimization to your advantage. Whenever someone types in your name on a search engine, your
website will appear. You can put all of your crazy stuff there or whatever substance that makes
yourself popular. You can upload videos to your website showing off your soccer skills. Maybe you
might want to upload some poems on your website if you are a writer that wants to be heard.

SEO or search engine optimization is definitely an advantage to anyone who uses the World Wide
Web on a regular basis.
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