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spam: noun

Spam is unsolicited e−mail on the Internet. From the sender's point−of−view, it's a form of bulk mail,
often to a list culled from subscribers to a Usenet discussion group or obtained by companies that
specialize in creating e−mail distribution lists.

To the receiver, it usually seems like junk e−mail. In general, it's not considered good netiquette to send
spam. It's generally equivalent to unsolicited phone marketing calls except that the user pays for part of
the message since everyone shares the cost of maintaining the Internet.

Some apparently unsolicited e−mail is, in fact, e−mail people agreed to receive when they registered
with a site and checked a box agreeing to receive postings about particular products or interests. This
is known as both opt−in e−mail and permission−based e−mail.

Spam also bogs down the internet with unneccessary transactions to the point that I have seen it crash
servers that have to deal with literally thousands of junk messages flooding them all at once.

A first−hand report indicates that the term is derived from a famous Monty Python sketch ("Well, we
have Spam, tomato & Spam, egg & Spam, Egg, bacon & Spam...") that was current when spam first
began arriving on the Internet. Spam is a trademarked Hormel meat product that was well−known in the
U.S. Armed Forces during World War II.
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Michael is an Australian Information Technologies trainer and web developer. Many other free web
design, ecommerce development and Internet articles, tutorials, tools and resources are available from
his award winning site; Taming the Beast.net (http://www.tamingthebeast.net)

A Quick Look At Email Spam Filters

By Oliver Turner

You must be eagerly finding for a way out to stop receiving Spam mails in your inbox. Take a quick
look at email spam filters to get some idea on how to check spam. There are a number of email spam
filters that you can use in your computer. For official purposes, you have anti server software spam
where the spam filter is located in the server level to trap all email spam. They prevent them from
reaching your inbox. The email spasm not only slows down the performance of the server, but also
occupies a lot of storage space. Emails are the easiest and the best way for these viruses to spread.

Working of Spam Filters

Anti spam software and anti spam solutions are essential to aid you in getting a clean inbox. The
server spam filter or anti spam server is a software application that scans all the incoming email
messages. With the help of their configuration, they identify Spam and prevent them from reaching
your inbox. The spam mails not only eats away the storage space and make selecting your personal
emails difficult, they also can contain viruses. Using anti spam filters is necessary as it saves both your
time and money. But even when you are using anti spam filters, it is recommended to check the
messages just to make sure that no personal message has been marked as spam. Even the server
spam filters marks email as "false positive" to those that are identified as spam, but in reality they are
valid messages. There are various anti spam programs that identifies Spam and sends it to the junk
mail folder.

Not all spam filters work in the same way. Some of them are pre programmed where the know
spammers are inserted. They accordingly block them. Some of the programs filter the emails based on
the keywords used in the mails. Some of the email spam filters are configured and you can easily
customize it or the network administrator can also customize it according to the requirement of the
company.
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