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What to do With a Day in Tel Aviv

By Inna Novak

Enjoy starting the day with a relaxing breakfast by the sea, at the newly restored Tel−Aviv Port,

which is now celebrating its 70th year. It is located at the meeting point between the Yarkon River and
the sea− creating a beautiful view of the river flowing into the sea. In honor of the 70−year festivities, the
city provides free, guided tours of the port and surrounding areas on Saturday mornings. For
reservations call 03−681−6289.

After breakfast, you can take advantage of the cool morning weather at the Yarkon Park. Reminiscent
of a miniature version of New York's Central Park, you will find vast stretches of green lawns and
gardens, an artificial lake with rental boats, bicycle paths, and an amphitheater for shows and concerts.
Children can enjoy a train ride around the park and the playgrounds, featuring large wooden climbing
frames. The park also features the Zapari Bird Park and the Meimadion Water Park.

Once you have finished in the park, you can escape the late morning and afternoon heat in one of the
many museums or galleries in Tel−Aviv. We particularly recommend the Jewish Diaspora Museum.
The Jewish Diaspora Museum, (Beith Hatefusoth, the Nahum Goldmann Museum of the Jewish
Diaspora) is situated on the University of Tel− Aviv campus. The museum was designed to relate the
story and history of the Jewish people throughout the last 2,500 years, from their expulsion from Israel
until the present. The museum thematically relates Jewish history in the Diaspora by examining
different aspects of Jewish life, such as culture, family life, community life, the return to Zion, and many
others. One of the highlights of the museum is a huge database of more than 2,100,000 genealogies of
Jewish families from all over the world. Visitors can conduct a search for their family name, and can
also register their own family trees.
The museum is located at Klausner Street, Gate 2, Ramat Aviv. Tel: (03) 646−2020
If you happen to be in Tel−Aviv on a Tuesday or Friday, you should head over to the Nachalat Binyamin
area after the museum. It is situated at Nachalat Binyamin St. and the corner of Allenby Rd. Both
Nachalat Binyamin and the Shuk HaKarmel will give you a glimpse of the color and flavor of Tel−Aviv.
The Shuk is a large open market with lots of fresh produce and bargains, and the vendors have the
loud, slightly outrageous character that one only finds in Israel.

Nachalat Binyamin is the textile center of Tel−Aviv, which hosts an artisan's fair twice a week. The
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street is packed with artists and vendors, selling handicrafts, jewelry, artwork and Judaica. There are
street performers, musicians, fortune−tellers and portrait artists. You can catch a light bite to eat at one
of the caf?s, and will certainly enjoy the vibrant, jubilant atmosphere of the fair.

The market is open on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10:00 to 17:00.

You should then continue on to the Neve Tzedek area, which was the first Jewish neighborhood to be
built outside of Jaffa, at the beginning of 1887. This area of Tel−Aviv is lovely and quiet, featuring
narrow, winding roads and unique architecture that has been beautifully restored. Over the years, Neve
Tzedek has traditionally been the home of many famous artists and writers, including the Hebrew
Nobel Literature prizewinning author, Shai Agnon, who resided in the neighborhood from 1909 to 1912.

There are a number of interesting art galleries in the area, including The Rokach House, located at 26

Simon Rokach St., the Nachum Gutman Museum, found at 21 Rokach St., and the Chlouche Gallery ,
located at 32 Shlush St . On Shabazi St. and the surrounding area there are many beautiful shops and
boutiques, and if you have worked up an appetite from all of the legwork, there are plenty of excellent
caf?s to choose from.

A nice way to end your tour of Neve Tzedek is to visit the Suzanne Dellal Center for Dance and
Theatre, located at 6 Yehieli St. It is one of Tel Aviv's most prominent theatrical and cultural centers,
and is the home of the famous Bat−Sheva dance group. The center is surrounded by lovely gardens
and features a beautiful piazza. You can call them beforehand (Tel: 03−510−5656) to find out the
schedule of events, which is comprised of a wide range of performances and festivals, featuring many
different styles of dance and music, suitable for children and adults.

If you don't find an evening performance at the Suzanne Dellal center that appeals to you, you can
head over to the Tayelet (promenade) along the beach, which comes to life after sunset. The Tayelet is
packed with restaurants, bars and caf?s, each with a different personality and feel. You can find live
dancing and music at the London Caf?, Jazz at Metzada, and live rock music and beer in the late
hours at Mike's Place. There are lots of restaurants to choose from as well.

Inna is a freelance writer working with the Dizengoff Suites Hotel in TelAviv. For a more
comprehensive version of this subject visit

http://www.dizengoffsuites.co.il

You may reprint this article on the condition that you reprint as is with the link to the Dizengoff Suites
site.
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Israel. What do you think when your first hear this word? Right, like most people you imagine what you
probably saw on CNN or NBC. Blown up buses, Suicide Bombers, Military Operations, Outright
Violence - all over the place.

The only thing that probably cannot be imagined unless experienced first hand is - Day to day living.
Hmmm....what does that mean? People like us just living their lives? Do people go out? Absolutely.
Yes, in spite of all security issues, most people just seem to carry on with their lives, with their families,
with their jobs.

Some figures: The average salary is in Israel about $US1800 per month, and the average monthly rent
is $US600 for a 2−bedroom flat in a decent Tel Aviv Suburb. Yes, quite a few people don't make that
kind of money and cannot afford a $600 flat, but others, somehow, seem to make much more, and
spend more too. Cars are taxed heavily − over half of their price is "sales tax" but, you see many brand
new $50K European luxury models and new SUVs, some people seem to be able to pay for these.

People love to go out here. Hit a local popular bar. Imported beers don't come cheap at $5 a bottle,
and cocktails are more like $8−$9. There are scores of state−of−the−art well designed, well−stocked
bars. This summer, many of them were packed even on weekdays.

Mostly a young well−dressed local crowd. Numerous restaurants and coffee shops - ditto.

Tourists, absent for the good part of the last 3 years, could also be spotted on the Beach Promenade.

Tel Aviv, Israel 2004. The place has many faces.

Liron Rose (MBA) has been in the Internet Marketing scene since 1999. He served as the Business
Development Manager of Suntrader Interactive, a full service interactive agency based in Canada, and
as the Online Marketing Manager for Zootec Innovations, a start−up company in the gaming arena.

http://www.rainbowmaster.com
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