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What's The Big Deal About Grace?

By Mike Fletcher

The New Testament is all about grace.

But do you know what grace really is all about?

The theologians define it as the unmerited favor of God. But really, it's a free gift. An undeserved
handout. God chose to give you light so you can get out of the dark. He chose to cure your blindness
and give you sight. He GAVE you LIFE. Eternal life, fulfilling life close to him. That's grace.

Grace is... God chose you. God drew YOU to him. John 6:43 says: "No one can come to me unless the
Father who sent me draws him."

The Bible tells us in John 1:1 that Jesus was the Word and with Word was with God before the
beginning and the Word was God. The pre−existent Jesus Christ.

Ever since man rebelled and fell into sin and darkness God has been there, a light shining in the
darkness that came to earth and became a man so we would find the way, the truth and the life. The
incarnation of Jesus Christ.

Let me challenge you to look at your life.

What's it like? Jesus wants it to be eternal. That's the glorious security we have. Once saved, forever
saved. Jesus wants to give you a present life that is full and abundant. That's why he came. What
does it mean to have a full and abundant life? Think of the 23rd Psalm, perhaps the most quoted and
comforting part of the whole Bible. "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me to lie
down in green pastures." We all know those verses.

But here's something many people DON'T know. Sheep will not eat and drink when they are laying
down. It is a fact and it gives very special meaning to the phrase "he make me to lie down in green
pastures."
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You see if a sheep is laying down, even in the greenest pastures and even with the most tender grass
within an inch of its muzzle, the sheep won't eat the grass. Instead, if it's hungry, it has to scramble up
to its feet, bend over and then eat what was much easier to reach before.

Thus, when the psalm tells us that the Lord Jesus Christ, our shepherd, makes us to lie down in green
pastures, it means that HE is able to satisfy us so completely that we cannot possible yearn for
anything more.

That is the joy of a full and abundant life in Christ. For he is the bread of life that satisfies all our
hunger, the water of life that quenches our deepest thirst.
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Grace for Grace

By Joyce C. Lock

Grace for Grace by Joyce C. Lock

Grace: God's unmerited favor, unconditional love, when we get what we don't deserve, when we get
something far greater than anything we deserved, when we hit the end of the road and find a second
chance, salvation, forgiveness.

When your child has been severely injured, due to your neglect, yet they recover without permanent
scars; then, you know grace.

When you've been unfaithful to your mate and that love is restored; then, you know grace.

When you've made a mistake of catastrophic proportion and someone else pays your bill; then, you
know grace.

Grace looses clinical definition when it happens to you; when it becomes very real, personal, and
undefinably joyful.
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Jesus gave His life to pay our debt and give us this wonderful gift of grace. He only asks one thing in
return, "Love one another as I have loved you," John 15:12. It's our way of saying, "Thank you!"

© by Joyce C. Lock
http://our.homewithgod.com/heavenlyinspirations/
This writing may be used in its entirety, with credits in tact,
for non−profit ministering purposes.

Joyce C. Lock is a published author, poet, and columnist. In addition, she founded and maintains the
e−mail ministries "Heavenly Inspirations" http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HeavenlyInspirations/ and
"Share a Smile" http://groups.yahoo.com/group/smilesharing/. Joyce's writings encourage us in our
relationship with God and each other.
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