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Where Can | Find Teaching Materials For Homeschooling?
By James Masterson
How do you successfully determine what method of teaching, what lessons to teach and at what

speed? Having decided to educate your kids at home for the purpose of giving your children the
needed attention they require, do you still follow the school's standards of what subjects to cover and
take up and when? Has keeping with the rules and standards of the school meant hurrying your
children through anything by driving them to memorizing certain areas of the subject matter so to
progress?

If you are, keep in mind that you are not doing your children any favors at all. For kids to really be
equipped for life, you should exploit the benefits of what homeschooling will permit you to accomplish
and that is choosing your objectives and goals and setting the pace in relation to your children's
specific needs.

By far, the biggest challenge that a homeschooling parent encounters is making a homeschooling
schedule. While some make use of software programs, some parents write their notes in notebooks or
in computer programs such as Microsoft Word; some plan the activities as the day goes and others do
the planning ahead; there are some who do not make plans at all. It would really depend on the type of
person that you are, on where are you comfortable with.

However, making a yearly plan of objectives consisting of goals which you have established for your

child is the best, convenient and effective way to go. Basing from the goals you have set, the choices
you make when gathering the homeschooling materials needed will be much easier and ensure that

they will be put into productive use.

Since you are well familiar with your child's learning abilities, it is wise that the goals you set will be
based from his/her capabilities. At such time that your child is old or mature enough, he can and must
help in the goals that you make, ultimately setting his own goals, making you his advisor.

You can acquire homeschooling teaching materials on the internet, and it is important that you become
well acquainted with the teaching materials in order that you can manage, organize and take control so
that you understand and see everything in an orderly manner. Here are suggestions to help you
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achieve this task:
1. Group materials for the whole school year by topic.

2. Sort out the teaching materials that will be used by you from the materials that will be used by your
child.

3. Place the materials in such a way that it is accessible to the kids when they need to refer to it.

4. When organizing the educational materials for every subject, keep the primary alongside the
supplemental materials, as well as make certain that extra materials, like additional readings and tools,
are readily available when needed.

5. Take into account making a listing of educational materials that you have. This is useful especially

when you are teaching two or more children as the list can keep track and organize the materials that
you have through the years.

6. After obtaining the materials for a certain subject's curriculum, study and spend a lot of time getting
yourself familiar and well acquainted with everything. You can inspect the materials through answering
the following guidelines:

How are these materials constructed to be carried out?

What is the expected time frame for each session? What type of performance is expected for the
child?

Do | have all supplemental materials that | need, such as the teacher's guide or student workbooks? If
not, you will need to get them before the school year starts.

Do supplemental materials, like the answer key and teacher's guide fit in and conform with it?

Do the materials actually match your expectations? At times when you were not able to directly
examine the materials, when you receive them, they are not what you really have expected. Return
and replace the materials with what really matches your needs.

The technology of today, especially the internet has exposed a lot of homeschooling materials and
supplies readily available to all individuals. With a lot of research one can surely find homeschooingl|
educational software, lesson plans, curriculums, programs, educational games, activities, and a lot
more!

The internet is overflowing with information so searching for and looking for resources is not a problem
at all. Also, there are a number of support groups and forums to ensure an effective homeschooling
experience for you.



Where Can | Find Teaching Materials For Homeschooling?

It doesn't matter if you just want to explore home schooling possibilities or have made the decision and
are looking for a guide to point you in the right direction, "The Parents Guide to Home Schooling" will
provide you with the information you require.

http://www.free—online—course.com/homeschool

Financing Homeschooling
By Burt Cotton

When people talk about teaching their children from home in the absence of any definite or structured
curriculum, it is perhaps natural to think that homeschooling is cheap. But this is far from the truth.
Although homeschooling does not stick to any particular text, this is perhaps more of a bane than a
boon, when it comes to finance. When you need to make sure that your children receives
state—of-the—art education so that they can compete with regular school goers, expenses will naturally
mount. The actual cost of educating a child at home is surprisingly high. Up—to—date textbooks, course
materials, a library, computing equipment, lighting, specially designed furniture all cost money. In this
case, the cost may be slightly lesser when it comes to homeschooling the second child. Add to this any
additional tuition cost for tutors who come to teach subjects that cannot be handled by parents, like
higher-level math or science. The total cost can be a bit mind boggling.

If you take another important factor into consideration, homeschooling costs may effective triple. The
need for having one of the parents tied to the house and fully dedicated to providing education
deprives the family of a second earning member. The average homeschooling teacher is usually a lady
with a college degree. This means that she can easily bring home a pay of $35,000 or more. It is also
interesting to note that most families that have more than 2 children do not opt for homeschooling at
all.

But, there are those who have been successful in carrying out homeschooling at low rates. This is
dependent on the size of the family, the support group, the type of materials used and the availability of
the material. When successive children can reuse the materials, cost goes down. Much of the course
material can be got from vendors of homeschooling materials. A membership in a public library,
theatre, concerts, ballets and other cultural events also help in cutting costs. Sometimes, it is even
possible to barter expertise. For instance, the mother of an 8-year old gives dancing classes, and her
daughter receives drawing classes for free. Support groups allow you to divide the cost of field trips,
science projects and fairs.

Whatever the cost, advocates of homeschooling say that the benefits far outweigh these
considerations. When you are able to decide what knowledge your child receives and when he or she
should be taught and to what extent, it gives you a lot of freedom and a lot of power. Both the children
as well as the parents benefit from this mutually enriching experience.

Burt Cotton

http://www.home-schooling—news.com
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