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Which Baseball Tickets Will Be Hot Items In 2007?

By Jay Nault

As we start to look ahead to the rest of the 2006 season and decide which baseball tickets are

going to be the ones to get for contending teams as they push towards the finish line, we'd also like to
look beyond October. Certain teams are building a young nucleus of players that will put them on many
fans' "watch list" in 2007. Although none of these teams have been mathematically eliminated yet this
season, they are all realistically out of time to make up the ground necessary to contend this year.
However, the teams below should create excitement among their fans come spring.

Toronto Blue Jays

The Blue Jays are looking like they're going to finish 2006 with a winning record, and that's quite an
accomplishment considering they share a division with the Yankees and Red Sox. The Blue Jays' core
may not be "young" in the pure athletic sense, but Troy Glaus, Reed Johnson, Vernon Wells and Roy
Halladay are all around 30, which is generally a baseball player's prime. All are having huge years, and
everyone but Johnson is under contract through at least 2007. If Johnson comes back and the rest of
their young players continue to grow, the Blue Jays will be the real deal in 2007.

Cleveland Indians

The Indians also play in a brutal division, and they've been battling with the Tigers, White Sox and
Twins all year. They're hovering just a bit below .500, but Travis Hafner, Victor Martinez and Grady
Sizemore have been bringing it at the plate all season. All of them will be back next year as well, which
means that the Indians need to add some quality pitching and fill out their roster with high−quality role
players. The team is close to putting together a winning formula, and the trio listed here is guaranteed
to provide another season of thrills for Indians fans in 2007.

Florida Marlins

Can you hear the locomotive coming from Miami? Baseball tickets will be a hot item in South Florida in
2007, as the Marlins are following their traditional pattern − win the World Series, then rebuild with
young and talented players and contend again a few years later. Next year could be that year. Their

Which Baseball Tickets Will Be Hot Items In 2007?

1

http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com


nucleus consists of young players like Miguel Cabrera, Hanley Ramirez and pitcher Josh Johnson.
None of them appear to be going anywhere this offseason, and if Dontrelle Willis returns, this will be a
heck of a young team that could hit its collective prime next season. There are no perennial
powerhouses in their division anymore, so the Marlins won't have to run the gauntlet to compete for the
division title.

Milwaukee Brewers

The Brewers were simply terrible for years, but they've quietly been putting together a team that
features several potential stars who have been growing in the minor leagues over the past couple of
seasons. Offensive weapons such as Bill Hall, Prince Fielder and Rickie Weeks all got significant time
with the big club this season, which is why there's cause for optimism for the team in 2007. If Ben
Sheets can ever stay healthy and team with pitchers such as Derrick Turnbow and Tomo Ohka, the
Brewers will have a team that will give the Reds and Cardinals fits next season.

Although this is an early guess, these teams seem to be putting it together for the long haul. Other
clubs could surprise, which seems to happen every season, but fans of these teams should be ready to
grab their baseball tickets as soon as they become available for the 2007 season.
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MLB Tickets In The NL East − It's The Mets And Everyone Else

By Jay Nault

Although there was a swap of positions in the middle of the division standings over the past few
weeks, MLB tickets are only relevant for the rest of the 2006 season in one or possibly two cities. The
Mets are just a game or two away from clinching the division, and we'll examine their postseason
prospects. The Phillies also remain somewhat alive, so we'll examine them and the outlook for 2007 for
everyone else.

New York Mets

Currently: The Mets have basically won the division on the heels of a tremendous season by Carlos
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Beltran and decent pitching. Not to take anything away from them, but this is a relatively weak division
as well, and the Mets have feasted on their lack of competition. This is a veteran team that knows how
to close out a race, and that's exactly what they're doing as of this writing.

Outlook: The Mets are getting Pedro Martinez back just in time, and he along with Tom Glavine need
to be strong in the postseason. Beltran also needs to maintain his high level of play, or else the Mets
will struggle. As it is, they're as good a bet as anyone to get to the World Series.

Philadelphia Phillies

Currently: It's been a strange season for the Phillies, as they appeared to give up on the season only
to surge into contention for the Wild Card spot. They're still barely hanging on in the chase, but they
need to turn it on now, as they're running out of games to catch the Padres. The story of the season
has been the emergence of Ryan Howard, and baseball fans everywhere want to root for a "clean"
player as he puts up historic HR numbers.

Outlook: The Phillies could possibly land in the postseason, but regardless, they need pitching and
another bat in their lineup to take the next step.

Florida Marlins

Currently: The Marlins took over third place in the division and moved over the .500 mark as of this
writing with a 19−9 month. This is a team that's slowly but surely getting better with another young
nucleus that could challenge for big things in the coming season as these players mature. The Marlins
have talent behind the plate and on the mound.

Outlook: MLB tickets should be a hot item in South Florida in 2007, as the team looks to only get
better as their young team puts another year of valuable experience behind them.

Atlanta Braves

Currently: The Braves' incredible postseason streak is ending this year, but what they've
accomplished in recent times should not be overlooked. The 2006 season was ruined by injury and
age, and the Braves have struggled to maintain any type of consistency.

Outlook: The Braves always seem to be stocked with young talent, and they'll need that next
generation to come of age to contend in 2007, as Andruw and Chipper Jones aren't getting any
younger.

Washington Nationals

Currently: The Nationals have been a bit of a disappointment this year after reaching the .500 mark in
2005. Their downfall was due to two things: bad pitching and no one besides Alfonso Soriano in the
lineup that was a threat to produce runs.
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Outlook: The Nationals need another bat in the lineup and more pitching. If they get that done during
the offseason, MLB tickets will again be a hot item in Washington, D.C.
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