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International travel is easier today than it has ever been, given enough money and time. Trouble is,
most of us have a hard time saving the money, and once we have that together we struggle to find the
time. It seems that only wealthy retired people have enough of both to travel extensively.

Wouldn't it be great if we could afford to travel while we are young and unfettered? Sure, some people
in their 20's take backpacking trips, but that type of travel isn't for everyone. What happens if you get
sick in the Middle East, or run out of money in Timbuktu? Being sick or broke in a foreign country can
be a scary and dangerous experience.

Guess what? There is a better way to see the world for extended periods of time without spending any
money. You have to work, but you'll be working in the playgrounds of the gods, and you get paid very
handsomely for being there.

There are a variety of paid travelers out there and others who travel free. In addition, Since September
11, 2001 there has been an increase in the number of people wanting to volunteer their time. If you
prefer to "give something back" while you travel, here are some websites with information:

· AmeriCorps − www.americorps.org
· Catholic Network of Volunteer Service − www.cnvs.org
· Habitat for Humanity − www.habitat.org
· Sierra Club − www.sierraclub.org
· St. Vincent Pallotti Center − www.pallotticenter.org

You may also wish to contact the International Association for Air Travel Couriers at: Tel: (352)
475−1584, www.courier.org. Truly enterprising folks might be able to get some "free" air travel in on the
way to finding a paid travel related job.

This article is directed at a much more specific target. It is intended to introduce you to the idea of
working aboard private yachts. Here are a few considerations to keep in mind:
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· You don't need a college degree to get started.
· You don't have to join any clubs.
· You have the chance to see the world.
· You will meet some of the wealthiest and most famous people in the world.
· You will learn invaluable people skills.
· You will learn numerous practical maintenance skills.
· Entry−level positions often earn enough money to save $20,000 per year!
· Charter yacht crews earn fantastic tips in addition to salary.
· There is no overhead; no rent, no bills, uniforms and meals are provided.
· Your earnings are largely tax−free.
· Most yachts give four weeks paid vacation.

· Not a lot of people know about this industry, therefore there are never enough good people to fill the
available positions.
· The trend among cruising yachts today is toward larger and more luxurious boats, therefore more
crew positions are opening up all the time as brand new mega−yachts leave the yards where they were
built.

Don't worry about whether or not you have enough boating experience to do the job. You will learn
most of the skills you need on the job, and "The Yachtie Bible: How to Get Paid While Traveling in
Style", (available at http://www.booklocker.com/books/842.html), will show you how to get the training
and experience you need to secure your first job. After that, if you enjoy the work, and you get along
well with your employers and crewmates, you can work your way up the pay scale rapidly.

Before you say, "I couldn't do that, I get seasick," you need to know that everybody gets seasick. "The
Yachtie Bible" looks at various remedies you can use until you get your "sea legs." The important thing
is to start working, which means:

· Getting to a place where there are yachts,
· Getting to know other people working on yachts,
· Convincing those other people that you are willing to work, and to learn,
· Satisfying minimum sea safety requirements by taking an STCW− 95 Basic Safety course. (We'll
cover the what, where and how of this shortly.)

The yachting community is very friendly and you will be amazed to discover how small the world really
is once you begin to travel.

Yachting is a brilliant way to jump−start your life. Give it a try!

(c)2003, Kim Davis − www.kpdavis.com and www.yachtie.netKim is a writer and web designer who
used to be a professional yachtie. Her book "The Yachtie Bible: How to Get Paid While Traveling in
Style" has been called "the nonsense, no holds barred complete information package about the world
of yachting for a living."
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Humorous Message Promotes Importance of the Bible for Kids
Book Review - If You Give a Boy a Bible by Andy Holmes
Reviewed by Lisa M. Hendey

On the surface, hot tubs, red Kool Aid, iguanas and shish−kebabs may not seem the perfect
enticements towards promoting Bible reading for young children, but a reading of Andy Holmes newest
book If You Give a Boy a Bible (Kregel Kidzone, May 2004, hardcover, 32 pages) shows that you can't
make assumptions when it comes to kids.

Author and Illustrator Andy Holmes takes a humorous approach towards evangelization with this book,
which is loosely reminiscent of the classic If You Give a Moose a Muffin. The opening pages of the
story find a father sharing the Bible with his son and in turn taking time to read it with him. From here,
the true action of the book begins as this gift leads to all kinds of imaginative thoughts. As the boy
learns stories from the Bible, he begins to act out the accounts in his own little world.

Sprinkled throughout the book are references to classic Old Testament accounts. Readers will love
how the boy absorbs and then finds his own take on the stories of Noah, Joseph, Moses and others.
Holmes illustrations lend life to the story - I was particularly drawn to the variety of facial expressions in
the book.

The book's end finds the boy sharing the gift he's received and loved so much with a friend. This gentle
approach to witnessing to our faith will make sense to kids - who wouldn't want to share a gift that
brings so much wisdom, enlightenment and fun? If You Give a Boy a Bible is aimed at children ages
four through eight years of age, but I'm willing to predict that most grown ups will learn a thing or two
from this enjoyable book.

For more information on If You Give a Boy a Bible visit
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0825455138/digitalcropper−20

Lisa M. Hendey is a mother of two sons, webmaster of numerous web sites, including
http://www.catholicmom.com and http://www.christiancoloring.com, and an avid reader.
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