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Why Does The Cost of LASIK Eye Surgery Vary?

By Nicola Kennedy

As far as the cost of LASIK eye surgery is concerned, the only worldwide standard is that prices are

quoted per eye. However, the cost depends on several factors and varies from one provider to another.
A strong reason behind such a variation is that different providers perform different levels of
pre−operative testing. A thorough pre−operative examination can avoid LASIK complications, and
hence it's imperative to determine if appropriate pre−operative testing is included in the quoted price.

The cost of equipment used for pre−operative testing and surgery also varies, and this reflects in the
overall procedure fee. Computer−controlled scanners to determine the exact shape of the cornea, eye
tracking device, tear film analysis, the laser used to make incisions, and all other pertinent equipment
vary in cost from one medical center to another.

A few unscrupulous practitioners may advertise their services at a discounted price. Don't be fooled if
an ad says, "LASIK for $500 per eye". The truth is that not all patients are eligible for a discounted
price. A particular patient may require an extensive refractive surgery in the first place, or frequent
follow ups after the surgery. Furthermore, it is typically the case that a discounted price does not
include the essential pre−operative testing. Hence, make sure what features are being offered for the
quoted price. Cases have been reported where medical institutes have been found guilty of
misrepresenting the actual cost of LASIK eye surgery.

As the popularity for LASIK eye surgery rises, so does the incurred cost. A leading refractive industry
newsletter reported that the average cost for LASIK eye surgery in the second quarter of 2005 was
1,965 USD. The study was based on a comprehensive research of various medical facilities, ranging
from regional practitioners to nationwide networks. Most insurance companies do not cover LASIK eye
surgery, since they consider it as a cosmetic procedure.

People are tempted to choose a surgeon that offers a discounted price. But that may be an act of
foolishness. The smarter thing is to choose the best surgeon available who has experience of this
procedure. There is no point risking your vision for the sake of a petty few dollars.

If in doubt you should seek further information.
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Educate Yourself − LASIK Eye Surgery Could Be For You

By Nicola Kennedy

It might be the case that you are tired of wearing glasses, or you believe that it cramps your style. You
also don't want to use contact lenses, in order to avoid infection or inflammation due to overuse. In
such a scenario, you are likely to consider LASIK eye surgery, which is one of the most prevalent
vision correction procedures. And therefore, you require some basic LASIK education, in order to get a
clear picture of what you can expect from LASIK if you want to know whether you should do eye laser
surgery.

If the light rays don't focus on the retina (light−sensing cells), the image you see is blurry. This is
termed as refractive error, and may be caused due to an irregularly shaped cornea. LASIK surgery
involves carving of the cornea in order to give it the perfect shape, thereby making light rays focus on
the retina. LASIK surgery employs a high−precision laser, named Excimer, which is an ultraviolet
chemical laser.

Scads of people have undergone LASIK, and most procedures have been successful. But as with any
surgery, LASIK has associated risks and complications. However, LASIK has a relatively low
complication rate, between 1% and 5%, which is among the lowest in the eye surgery field. Another
trivia from the chapter on LASIK education is that LASIK may not result in perfect vision. That is, not all
patients achieve a 20/20 vision.

If you suffered from myopia and have undergone LASIK as a corrective procedure, you would still
require reading glasses (for near vision) in your late 40s. LASIK is an irreversible procedure, and most
insurance companies do not cover LASIK surgery. Therefore, make sure that your surgery is
performed by an experienced ophthalmologist. Also note that only eye MDs (ophthalmologists) are
permitted to perform LASIK surgery.

Now that you are aware of the ins and outs of LASIK surgery, decision making is much easier. Have a
discussion with an experienced ophthalmologist. It might be the case that you could very well forego
the surgery. But if need be, LASIK is a superlative option to correct your vision.
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